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PREFACE. 



As a i)eruflal of the following pages will <}cmonstrato, the 
purport of this volume is not to present a history of Rutland 
county, nor of its separate townships, but mainly to preserve for 
posterity the addresses, sketches, essays, |K)cms, and historical 
fiusts therein contained, which were presented at the recent 
CQunty tM'iitciinial cch'ljrnlioti. 

This voluiiio is puMishcd un<l»'i' the .■ms])ic('s of the li'utlMiid 
Cojinty Ilistoritnl S()< i<'ty. 'VUc iin|H)it:in( c in our midst of 
sucli a society caiinol he ov<'i'-estiiual(Ml. Many interestiiiii: 
hist oricalfacts would Ih> lost to post^rity^ uules8 uneuithed, 
collected and preserved hy some such permanent orir inization. 
It was with a view of collocating important &cts and stimulat- 
ing historical research, as well as commemorating a noted e))- 
och in our progress as a county, that the centennial celebra- 
tion of 1881 was instituted and accomplished. During the 
past year the society has turned its attention and lalmrs some- 
what toward the marble and slate interests of the county. At 
its various nieetiniz's several (an tiilly written and exhaust- 
ive artich's on the niarhle and slate j)i(><hi( t ions of Ivutland 
county have been contributed l>y conii (etcnt })arlies. These 
essays will appear in Volume 11, soon tu be issued by the so- 
ciety. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



At ;i special iiict'tiiiir of the Ivuthiiul Coimty Historical So- 
ciety, held in Castleton, ()ctol)er is.so, the tuUowiiig res- 
olution was presented by Hun. Barnes Frisbie : — * 

Whereas, The centennial of the organization of the county of Jut- 
land occnirs in February, 1881, It s;!«nis ])i f>;)er tli;it it sliould be fittingly 
celebrated under the auspices of the Rutland County Historical Society. 
Tlieri lbni, ha it 

III sohu'd. That this s<K!ii!ty appoint a committee, consistln<r of one from 
each town itj i\\v. I'ounty. to make arran^emenls for an a|)propriate cele- 
bration of the centt'iinial of I'utlarul County in Fchruarv. 1HH1. 

This resolution was iniinediately adopted, when the follow- 
in*; gentlemen were elected as a committee to act in accordance 
with itfi provisions : 

Martin C. Rice» Benson; John A. Conant, Brandon; 
J. B. 3KOHLEY, Castleton; H. B. Spaffokd, Clarendon; 
John C. Williams, Danby ; A. N. Adams, Fairhaven ; Cy- 

urs dEWlNCJS, lliihbardton ; S. Pkck, Ira: (). (\h>k, 
Mendon : (). MviticK, Middletowii; ('. W. Bkioham, Pitts- 
field; Maiismall liiinwN, I'awlet ; Mki.'Kitt Ci.akk, I'oull- 
iiey : L. ^V. liKi>iN<JT( >N, Kiitlaiul : E. N. Fisiikk, Shrews- 
hury ; A. W. Hvdk, Sudbury; Lkm Uick, Tinnioiith ; J. E. 
ITiTT, ^^'allinirfo^d ; Uiland I*ai r., Wells; Jtmx C'uowley, 
Mt. Holly; li. C. Akbll, West Haven; Hikam Bairii, Chit- 
tenden ; D. W. Taylor, Sherburne. 

♦ 

The follow ini»: resolution wa,s then passed : 

Ue-'<olved, Tliat L. W . llediii^xlon , ot Kutland. he nia<le Ch iirmanof 
said coniniittee, and empowered to call tlieui to>rethcr at such time and 
place as may seem to him proper. 

Ill i)insiiaiue of the j)rovisions of the al)Ove resolution, the 
committee, or a portion of tliem, ware soon convened, and ac- 
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6 CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OP THE 

tiv<* iiu'asurcs inansriiratrd for tin* cciitciinial rolebratioii. The 
follow iug were clio.sen u.s ollieers of the celebrutioii : 

OFFICKKK OF THE CELEKKATION. 

. President of the day, Hon. S. M. Dokr, liutland. 

EXECUTIVE COAUUTTEE. 

L. \V. Kkdin*; ION, I\ii1ImiuI : A. N. Adams, Fairiiavcii ; 
CiiAur-Ks S. ( oi.Hi I'itlsfonl : ( iiai.lks II. Siikmxkn, 
\\'»'st Iviillaiul; A. T. W'ooDw Ai.'i>, Braiulon ;• ♦loiiN M. Ci u- 
KiKij, CastU'tou: »IuiiN E. Urrr, VValliiiirfonl ; Hai;m:s Fiuh- 
RiK, Poultiuy; Henry Clakk, Kutlaud ; Hknkv h\ Field, 
Rutland, Treasurer. 

COMMI i I KK (>K AKUAN«;KMKNTS. 

S. M, DoKU, TH05IA8 C. KuBBiN8, J. M. Haven, Hexry 
F. Field, Evelyn Pierwunt, Nea^than Week8, George E. 
Graves, James C. Dunn, 1). Pierce, C. C. Kink3ian, Ei>- 
WARD Dana, Henry O. Carpenter. 

COMMITTEE ON RELICS. 

John M. Citrribr, B. H. Burt, Hiram A. Smith, M. A. 
Bourne, Geokok W. Hilliard, Jbnnehs Righarbson. 

officers of the society. 

President, Hon. Barnes Frihbie, Poultney; Vice Presi- 
dents, 1st, Dr. Jamks San'Foud, Castleton, 2d. Hon. Joseph 

.losLiN. I'oulliH'v :* Stuielaiv. I)i;..l<>nN M. ( 'ii.'I.mkk, C'a.slle- 
U)n ; Treasiurer, Hun. R. C. Abkll, \Ve.st Haven. 

The. following article was ordered pu1)lished shortly after- 
ward in the papers of the county : 

RUTLAND COITNTY CENTENNIAL. 

The Rutland (V>unty Historical Society will obsorvo the cen- 
tennial of the oriranization of the county of Rutland at the 

'Cowii Hall in Kiillaiid, on Friday, Mareh 1. I.SSI, witli ap- 
j iiopriate puldic rxerciscs. 'Die {icoplc of Rutland f(tunty 
arc most cordially invited to participate in the services of the 

*8inoedec«iaed. 
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occasion. The date tixed tor the commemoration is that of . 
the first election in the comity, which was held at the house of 
Solomon Bingham, inn keeper at Tinmouth, March 4, 1781. 
An additional interest will be given to the day, that it also wit- 
nesses the inauguration of the twentieth President of the 
United Stiites. The i^cium'mI cxeroisos of tlie occa.sion will 
consist ot" iitUlrt'sscs, j)()fins and papers rclatinii- to llic history 
ami [troirrcss of tlic county. W'clconio l»y I^. W . li('<lini:ton, 
and response l»y lion. liarn«'s Frishie. l*resi<lent of tlie socie- 
ty; liistoi'ical address In Henry iiail, of Kutland : poem hy 
Henry Hi pi ey Dorr, ol" iJutland: reminiscences of the iJulland 
county bar by Hon. David Nicholson, of Rutland ; bio- 
graphical sketches of Kutland county Senatoi's by S. M. Dorr, 
of Rutland ; a sketch of the old (\)urt House and jail at Tin- 
mouth by Seth Phillips, of Tinmouth; sketches of the assist- 
ant Jud^feH of the Rutland Count v Court bv Hon. J. B. Brom- 
lev. of Castleton: carlv uiilitarv history of the eountv bv C. 
Carpenter, of Ivntland : history of ('astleton Medical Collcfre 
by Dr. James Sanford, of Cucillcton; poem l)y II. 1>. iSpaf- 
ford, of ( larendon. 

The following named gentlemen have been invited to deliv- 
er addresses and contribute {lapers : Hon. Walter C. Dunton, 
of RutUind, on '*The Judges of the Supreme Couit Riesident 
in Rutland C<ounty** ; Henry Hi Smith, of Rutland, on **The 
Early Court Records and (^ounty Clerks'* ; George H. Bea- 
man, of Rutlaml, on **The Public Men and Some of the Early 
Institutions"; Francis Slasori, of West Rutland, on ♦» Banks 
and liankini;" : lion. John A. Conant, of Hrajidon, on •• riie 
Harly Merchants and Mannfactnrers in the Ivisteiii Part of 
the Connty": lion. .Meiritt Claik, of Ponltney, on •'The Kar- 
ly Merchants and Hnsiness men of the \Ve.<itern Part of the 
Connty" : Hon. C. S. Coihni'n, of Pittsford, (m "The Fords 
at Pittsford"; (ieor<re W . ( haplin. of Kutland, on "Keniin- . 
iscenccs of the Olden Time'' ; Hon. lliel IloUister, of Paw- 
let, on * 'Reminiscences of Early Times**; Joseph Joslin, of 
Poultnoy,, on **The Early Schoolmaster**; Dr. John M. Cur- 
rier, of (^tleton, on ♦*The Medical Profession" ; A. X. Ad- 
ams, of Fairhaven, on '^The History and Development of the 
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Slate Interest^ ; L. B. Smith, of Castleton, on *^The History 
of Marble" ; John C. Willianii», of Danby, on **The 8herift8 
of Rutland County" ; Dr. Charles Woodhouse, of Rutland, 
on "The Prospective Future of Rutland County.** 

Jamos I), liiillcr, LL. I)., of Madison, W is. ; (icii. In iija- 
luin Alvdid. of \V!isliiii<:toii, I), ("., Kcv. (ii'orirc N. IJoard- 
man, I). I)., and ('ol. William F. Nichols, of ( 'iiicaiio : ( i corner 
Joiic}?, of (he New Voi k 'rinics, (ivw. Kdward A. Morritt. Col- 
lector t)f Nt'W York, lion. \. M. lica id, ( 'olU'ctor of Boston ; 
Hon. A. L. MiiMM', of Manchrster, Hon. Daniel liobertt», of 
Burlington, Hon. George W. Hanuan, of Bennington, and 
other prominent gentlemen, natives of Rutland county, have 
been invited to be present. 

The pt ()i)le of every town in the county are invited to con- 
tribute relics of any kind — early newspapei-s, pamphlets and 
books. An honr w ill he iriv t'ii to the history and ex|)lanalion 
of the relics. Persons i)re.'senling relics arc retjuested to 
write out a history of thcni. 

Arriin<reiHents have been made with the t:>everal railroads 
for fare one way. 

Let the people of the county of Rutland come and observe 
this birthday in our history. 

After several more notices of the celebration published in 
the papers, the following appeared March 3, 1881, in the 

Kutland Herald and Olobe: 

RUTLAND COUNTY CENTENNIAL — ^A SUCCESSFUL CELEBKATION 

ANTICII»ATEI>. 

A little over a year airo the Kiitlantl County IIist»)rical So- 
ciety was or«>anized. La.'st month it held its annual meeting 
at Castleton, and presented a most favorable report as to the 
standing and prospects of tlie society. This society should 
be maintained and supported. Vermont is beginning to have 
a history. A careful recoi'd of the past should be preserved. 
There are many relics and landmarks and narratives of the 
past, and the early settlers of this county, that would be lost 
to posterity unless preserved by some such organization as 
the jlutlaud County Historical Society. 
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OROAinZATION OF RUTLAND COCMTT, VERMONT. 9 

To-morrow occurs the centennial celebration of the organ- 
ization of Rutlund county. The exercises under the uuijpiees 
of this sot iet}' will be held in the Town Hall, eomniencinir nt 
11 :00 A. M. It is expeeted llieif will he a larii-e attendanee 
from adjoining towns. Nnnierons interest in«»' relics will he 
exhibited, some of which have heen seen before. 

Interesting letters hiive been received from our Congrea- 
sional delegation, from Prof Jauies Duvie Butler, of Wiscon- 
sin, and others. Hon. A. M. Beard, United States Collec- 
tor at Boston^ and other former Vermont boy» now resi- 
dent in other States, will be present. Interesting and care- 
fully written addresses pertaining to the earlier days of Rut- 
land county will be delivered. Many facts heretofore un- 
known will he presented regarding Rutland county one hun- 
dred years ago. 

• The programme for the occasion was also issued and pub- 
lished, and was as follows : 

RUTLAND COUNi V llISTUKil AL SOCIETY. 

OKl>EU OF KXKKCISKH. 
MOliMNO, 11 OCLOCIv. 

1. Frayer — 

liy Uev. .1. (iiBsoN .Johnson, D. D., ot Kutlaud. 
. 2. Opeuing Address — 

liy L. W. Ueuington, Esq., of Rutland. 

iJ, li»'sfK)nso — 

By lion. Uaknks Fhisuik, I'losidi-'iit t)f Rutland County Ilisturical 
Society. 

4. Sketch of the Old Court House and Jail at Tinmoutli — 

By Seth Philups. Rsq., of Tinmotitb. 

0. Kai ly Military History of the County — 

By Ctril Carfenteb, of Rutland. 

AI-TElU<OON, 2 O'CUKJK. 

1. Historical Addreae^ 

» By Uenby Hall, Esq., of Katlaad. 

2. Poem— 

By Hemuy KiTLEY DoBB, of Rutland. 
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3. Early BusineaB 'Mqii of Rutland County— 

By Hon. John A. Conant, of Brandon. 

4. Reminisoenoes of the Olden Time — 

By Geoboe W. Chaplin* Esq., ot Rutland. 

5. History of Castleton Medical College, and the Medical and Scientific 

Societies of Ruthwd County— 

By Dr. John M. Currier, of Castleton. 

6. Railroads and Botland Conu ty — 

By Uon. GfiOBOB A. Merrull, of Rutland. 

7. Relic Hour— History of the Explanation of Relics on Exhibition. 

KVLMNG, 7 OVUX'K. 

1. Biographical Sketches of Rutland County Si'tiators — 

By Hon. 8. M. Domt, of Rutland. 

2. Reminiscences of tli<' Rutland Coiuity Har — 

])y Hon. l)AVii> K. Xu iioujON, of Rutland. 

3. The Old Tavern and its Kelation to the P.-npl. — 

My (;k<)W<;k 11. Ukaman, tlaq., of liutland.. 

4. Prospective Futui'e of Hutland County— 

l?y Dr. CiiAKLES Woui>iJoiJSE, of iiutlund. 
b. "lltMuini.scences of Early Timi's" — 

By lion HiEL IIolusteu, of Pawlet. 

6. Sberiflb ol Bniliuid County— 

By JoHM C. Williams, Esq., of Danby. 

7. Foem — 

By H. B. Spafford, of Clarendon. 

8. Closing Exercises. 
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Rutland County Centennial. 



The Ceiitemiial exercises were \wU\ in tlx' Town llnll at 
Kutlan(L, and were oponed in Ihc niornini;- ot" Maicli I, IKSl, 
at 11 oVlocU, by lion. IJarnes Fri.sl>ie, President of (he I\ut- 
Ittiitl County Historical Society. Tlie Unthmd eoruet baud 
was present during the day, and interspersed its tine music 
among the exercises of tlie occasion, to tlie enjoyment of those 
in attendance. 

Ol!I)KK OF KXKICt lSES. 

Morning, 11 o'clock. 

After a prayer by Rev. James Gibson Johnson, D. D., 
Pastor of the Congregational Church of Rutland, the opening 
address wns delivered by L. W. Redington, of Rutland, who 
spoke as follows : 

Mr. Presfdent, Ladies and Otnttemen : — 

A noted writer, lonir since deceased, says "Time is the 
most undetinahle, yet paradoxical ol ihinifs : the past is «rt)ne, 
the future is not yet come, aud the present becomes the past 
even while we attempt to define it, and, like the Hash of the 
lightning, at onee exists and expires. Time is the measurer 
of all things, but is itself imnieasurable, and the grand dis- 
closer of all things, but is itself undisclosed. Like space, it 
is incomprehensible, because it has no limits, and it would be 
still more so if it had." 

The human mind can hardly realize the flight of time, or 
comprehend in its full scope the significance of even a hund- 
red years. Births, marriages and deaths are the allotment of 
humanity ; these constitute, in one sense, the sum ttHal of ex- 
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istence. And so it i», **One generation pusseth away and an- 
other jxcneralion conieth ; Imt the e.u lli ahidetli forever." 
New actors coiiliiiually strut hetore the scenes in the dranui 
of life, while others pass away and are soon tbriitjtten. The 
evanescent shadows of the past eome tiittinir o'er us here to- 
day, reminding as of tlio transitoriness ot all tilings human, 
and that we too must soon be numbered anaong the things that 
were. 

One hundred years ago our sires and grandsires, migrating 
hitherward from adjacent States and foreign lands, inhaling 
for the first time the perfumed breezes peculiar to our moun- 
tain dales and green hillsides, became entranced thereby, and 

located in the fertile valleys of Ivutlaiid couiitv. Then, as 
now, men were tilled with hoj)e, ambition, disappoint nient ; 
then, as now, they pur.sueil their daily avoiations in the 
struggle for existence, and fultilled, in a greater or less de- 
gree, their duties to the State, iamily and Church. These ac-, 
tors haye vanished from the scene; their landmarks remain; 
the results of their labor, industry and foresight survive; 
their lives, consecrated to the establishment and perpetuation 
of the great principles underlying the superstructure of our 
political institutions, are ever before us. Let us educe valu- 
able lessons from this retrospective study. 

We have assembled here to »-oiiHiieniorate tiie centt imial 
anniversary of the ory-anization of Rutland ( imiity. ("astiiiir 
aside our daily tasks and vocations for the non<'e, we are here 
to retiect upon and do honor to the past. The performance 
of a most [)leasant duty is assigned to me on this occasion. 
Hence, in behalf of the lucul interests here represented, allow 
me first of all to extend the thanks of all interested to the 
Rutland County Historical Society and its officers for the orig- 
ination and execution of this celebration. Such a society 
is of incalculable value to ourselves, and its preservation 
should be guaranteed for the benefit of posterity. And again 
permit me, rei)resentingboth the Historical Society and those 
now resident in Rutland county, to extend the cordial irreet- 
inas and hearty welcome of us all to those who once resided 
in our midst, but now sojourn in other climes. Unto all 
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OB6AKIZATION OP BUTLAMD COUNTY, VERMONT. 13 

such, and unto all guests and visitors here to-day, we open 
our h^rts and homes, and li^ive warm jjreetini^ in the 
midst of mutual congratuliitioiis ovor onr coiimion nnoostrv, 
our coinmnii country, and our common adoration tor owv Jlnia 
Mater : at licr shrine wc come to l»in"n ourinrense and depos- 
it o\ir laurel wreailis. VVheresoe'er on the lare of the earth 
man may roam, there is no spot so dear as the place of his 
birth and his early experiences; in the turmoil of life his 
thoughts constantly cluster around that spot, hallowed by a 
thousand rejminiscences. 

Our ancestors found this county a wilderness — ^beautiful, 
'tis true, in all the adornments of natura, but uncultivated, 
sparsely inhnbtted, and nndeveloped by the hand of labor. 
We jjaze to-dav on the same vesture of naturnl beauty ; we 
draw inspiration from the same frairrant breezes as of old; 
we reside among the same '*greea tields and silent glens," by 
the 

"Warblinir woodlMfid^, the n'soundinir shore. 
The [jomp ol j^roves ami jj;arnitiu"e of tields " 

Yet instead of a solitude almost unknown to man, we now 
behold this county thickly populated and sending its produc- 
tions to the remotest corners of the earth. Within its con- 
fines dwell a people as firm, steadfast and unconquerable as 

the mountains about them. The farm-honses of New Enff- 
land have sent forlh a larL'"e portion of the hniins and inen of 
the times. (Jo where you will over the hroad face of our 
land, and you will find New Enirlanders, with tlie surroundings, 
teachmgs and intluences of their native realm inddibly stamp- 
ed upon their actions and doinnfs in their new abode : and 
with pride we recall the fact that Rutland county has furnished 
her quota in the past one hundred years of distinguished men - 
for the nation. 

Let us see to it we so act that Rutland county may give a 
good account of herself one hundred years hence, in the cel- 
ebration by those yet unborn of the second centennial of the 

oriranization of the count v. 

In response to the openiiiL^ address, Hon. r>arnes "Prisbie 
made a few interesting remarks, in which he gave a brief 
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sketch of the formation of the Historicfti Society, stating that 
what the society proposed to do would be indicated in the ex- 
ercises of the day. He also said that there were some local 
histories of towns, hut none of the ('ounty, and it was cliicHy 
for the purpose of gathering luuteriais for such a history that 
the society was hiboring. 

A sketch of the old Court House and jail at Tinmouth, 
written by Seth Phillips, Esq., of Tinmouth, was next read. 
It was as follows : 

The county of Rutland was organized February 16, 1781. 
The town of Tinmouth was selected as the Shire town, be- 
cause of its then central location in reference to population, 
as well as its Iteini^ the residen<-e of the attorneys at law and 
prominent uu1\ of the county — the ('hij)nians, iioyee. Smith, 
^larvin, and otluus — and was continued us the county seat un- 
til its removal to llutland. 

The inn of Solomon Bingham, hx-ated on the East road, 
called the Tinmouth flats, one mile east of the present meet- 
ing house in Tinmouth, on the east side of the highway, was 
used as the county Court House. It was built of logs, one 
story in height, and about 40 feet in length. A well 
which stood near it is to be seen at this day. The family oc- 
cupied one room and the courts were held in the bar room, 
which siitKced to accommodate all the atten<lants u{)on the 
courts of those early days. The Jnry retired to the log barn 
standinir near, for consultation. In this house was also held 
the tirst county election, one hundred years ago this day. 

The jail was also built ol' logs, located about a mile north 
of the Court House, at the intersection of the roads from 
Tinmouth village with the 'East road, on the north side, on 
the line between Buler Waldo's farm and the Spafford farm, 
which was kept by my father, Chad Phillips. The jail was 
about 15 feet from the hotel. When I first came to Tinmouth, 
in 1814, a boy H> years of age, the jail had been removed, 
witii the ex(^eption of a few of the posts, which were stand- 
ing with mortices in tiiem for passing in timber. P>uler Wal- 
do 1()]<1 me that he was the keeper of the jail and had a blan- 
ket hung up as a door, which would prove a very unsafe re- 
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ceptacle of prisoners at the present day. This is, in brief, ii 
description of these esirly county buildin«rs. 

The tirst (^liief Jiistict; of the coinity \v:is IIoii. Increase 
Mosely, of ( 'laiendoii, a man ol" staid mien and stalely form. 
He was a native of Conneeticnt — a irr:«<iuate of Vale College 
—a lawyer, and hud been a Judge in his native State. He 
wore in Court the old fashioned powdered wig, and the tirst 
Assistant Judge, Hon. Ebenezer Marvin, wore a cocked hat in 
court. Mr. Marvin afterward removed to Fninklin county, 
and was elected the first Judge of that county. 

There were but few' roads in those days, and the Judges, 
jurors and witnesses had to travel to the county seat either on 
foot or on horseback. From the west side of the count}' 
those attending court wore (•()ni[)elled to pick tlieir way hy 
means of hlazed or niarkt'd trees. 

This is hut a faint pict ure of the early county buildings and 
courts in Rutland county, but it may serve as a simple record, 
that future generations may know the vicissitudes of the early 
pioneers of the county, who planted so firmly and well the in- 
stitutions we now enjoy, and gave a heroic character to our 
then independent mountain commonwealth. 

Cyril Carpenter, of Rutland, was next introduced, and 
read the following article, on the early military history of the 
county : 

Mr. Fresidentf Ladies and Genilemen : 

Having l»een requested to j)repare a paper upon the early 
military history of the county, and June trainings especially, 
for the occasion of this county centennial celebration, I would 
reply in the language of Col. Miller, when asked if he could 
take a certain battery, **IvfUltry, sir.'* 

The early military history of this county is so iniimxOdy 
interwoven with the events outside and throughout the State, 
thai to (»l)taiii (tertain facts it may be necessary to overstep 
its lK)undaries. 

In order to obtain a < orrcct id<'a of the Vermont militia, 
and June trainings, etc., we must allow our imaginations to go 
back to the days of our boyhood, when we were wont to look 
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upon Ji milituiy ofKcor, in his shininii unit'orni, with his silver 
liiceil cout, golden cp.uilets, cocked hut, djincini»' phime, scar- 
let siush and l)urnisbed sword, vei-j niiicli us did the astonish- 
ed natives when the ^ayly dressed Spanish soldier, od his 
richly caparisoned horse, first landed on their shores, sup- 
posing both man and horse to be one. 

My first knowledge of military affairs was obtained in my 
native town — ^Ira. Though the longest town in the county, 
it has the shortest name. The place of rendezvous for the mi- 
litia on tniininjif days, when warned to appear armed and 
equi[>pcd as tlie law dire<*ted, with musket, knujisack, cart- 
ridge box, priming wire and hiiish, with two spare lliiils — no 
hreech loaders in those days — was at the inn of Capl. I)aniel 
Graves, whose sign was a bull's head, suspended between two 
posts about 20 feet high. 

The Captain was not only a popular tavern keeper of his 
day, but an energetic business man, canying on tanning, 
shoe making, manufacturing hats, and an ashery. 

This was the center of attraction, not only on training day, 
but for other public gatherings. Here, on the first Tuesday 
in dune, parade<l the militia company, for the annual inspec- 
tion of arms, military drill, et(r., with fife and drum "To stir 
the blood and mov<' tlu^ arm." The election of otHccrs took 
place here, which was usually done by marching the comjiany 
by the commissioned officers, seated around a bass drum for 
a table, as tellers, when the honored one would come to the 
center, doff his ckapeau^ and, with that stereotyped speech, 
<*Gentlemen, officers and fellow soldiers," etc., either accept 
or decline the honor conferred upon him. 

Not only was the militia here on training days, for it was 
the holy day of holy days, but the old and the young were 
here, the boys with their gingerbread — though Wendell Phil- 
lips, it is said, claims its manufacture is now among the lost 
arts — and occasionally an old Revolutionary soldier, wiiose pat- 
riotism had caught fire from the fife and drum, or from the 
fire bottled up in the officers' quarters, and all having a good 
time, old soldiers living over again days gone by. 

Certain customs were practiced in those days worthy of 
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mention, viz., the waking up of officers on the morning of 
June training^, when a squad, or platoon of the young and 

ardent soldiery would at a very early hour present them- 
selves at the officers' door with muskets surcharged, when 
banof ! off j^f^es a morning sahite. The ofKcers soon appeared 
and invited them in to take something to drink. The bever- 
age was usually on these occasions a decanter of St. Croix 
or Old Jamaica, well spiced with cherries or lemons. Some- 
times both the muskets and those who handled them would be- 
come overcharged, when of coarse something would ^'bust** 
— explode. To become a little exhilarated on these occasions 
was thought to be no sin. The title of Captain, Colonel, or 
Greneral, onoe attached to a man's name, was as firmly fixed 
as that of Emperor. 

It appears that the military spirit of Vermont existed long 
ere it was regularly organized by tlie State ot" N'ermont, and 
was really the right arm of the C'ouncil of Safety during those 
dark days when the State of Vermont was struggling for 
existence, for life, for independence, with cannon to right of 
them, with cannon to left of them, with cannon in front of 
them, and cannon in rear. Or, to change the language, with 
New York to the right of them. New Hampshire to the left 
of them, Massachusetts in front, and Canada and Congress in 
the rear. Yet, like the brave six hundred of the Immortal 
Light Brigade, onward she marched, not into the jaws of 
death, but to victory and indcjpcndence. 

With such a band of patriots as t hose wiio composed the 
Green Mountain boys, with a righteous cause, an<l such men 
to lead as Ethan Alien, Seth VV^arner and General 8tark, 
and such men for council as Ira Allen, lieuiemlier Baker, and 
the Hon. Benjamin Carpenter, defeat was impossible, success 
sure. It is recorded of the Hon. Benjamin Carpenter, that 
he crossed the Green Mountains on foot, by marked trees, 
with his knapsack on his back, and three days' rations, to at- 
tend a convention at Cephas Kent's, in Dorset, to devise 
wa3'^s and means to raise men and moue}' to carry on the war. 
These heroes, though stiij:?uatized by their enemies as rioters 
and instigators of mobs, have left their record written in 

2 
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blood OD the battle fields of Habbardton, Bennington, Stillwat- 
er and Saratoga* Their fiime is as enduring as the everlast- 
ing mountains. A certain author has remarked that that 

man is little to be envied whose patriotism would not gain 
force on the plains of Marathon, or whose piety wonld not 
grow warm among the ruins of lona. And Vermont is not 
lacking for examples to stimulate the military spirit of her 
sons, ft>r there is not on record a people who so struggled 
for independence and free government with such determined 
foes on every side of her, and tones and traitors within 
Congress ever jealous of her, and yet maintaining her inde- 
pendence, and at the same time furnishing men and money 
to help on tho general government agamst a foreign foe. The 
Governor of the State of New Yorit offering large sums of 
money for the heads of such heroes as Allen and Warner, 
who wonders that the eondign })nnishment of the Beech Seal 
was administered by the direction of the Council of Safety 
and Etitan Aliens or that occasionally a tory in the interest 
of New York was made to face the catiimount skin, (the sign 
of the Green Mountain tavern in Bennington) (with 12 cata- 
mounts inside). Benjamin Hough, who took his written re- 
ceipt tor his folly from Ethan Allen and Seth Warner, was 
formerly a resident of Clarendon. 

The manner in which they dealt with traitors in those days 
mii^iit serve for a lesson of more modern times. 

Tiic lirst public execution in V<"rmont was for high treason. 
One David Ivcdding was tried by tho Ccmncil of Safety, and 
convit^ted by a jury of six men, and sentenced to be hung June 
4th, 177b. The Council of Safety discovering that the con- 
viction was irregular, ordered the execution postponed until 
a new trial was given, that, to be legal, capital punishment 
must halve, a jury of twelve men. The Council of Safety by 
order of the Governor granted a new trial, and Redding was 
hung June 11th, 1778, Ethan Allen acting as State's Attorney, 
by appointment of the Governor and Council. Here is where 
Ethan Allen induced the crowd, wdio had assembled to see 
Redding hung, to go peaceabl}- to tlicii- homes and come again 
on the day lixed lor his execution, and they should see some- 
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body hung ; if Bedding was not hung he would be hung him- 
self. 

I will insert all of those spirited lines, which very hiippily 
express the sentiments of the Vermonters during that try- 
ing period, viz ; 

Ho, all to the bonlpi s, Vermonters i;onu! down, 

With your breecljes of de«r.skni and jackets of brown, 

Witli yonr red woolen cai>s and moocasins, come 
To gathering summonfl of trampet and dram. 

Does Old I*)ay State threaten, does oon<^ess CJomplain? 

Swarms IIanipsliir<' in Arms on our l)orders aj^ain? 
Bark Ihe war doo;s ot Britain aloud on the Lake? 

Let ^em uotue. wtiat they can they are weloouie to take. 

Gome York, or come Hampshire, come traitors or knaves; 
If ye role o'er our land, ye shall rule o'er our graves; 

Our vow is recorded, our l>anrier unfurled 

In the name of Vermont we dcfjrall the world! 

It may be interesting and serve to show how the people 
obtained their supplies in those days by giving a copy of the 
fir&l act on record of the OouncU of Safety , Bennington, Aug- 
ust 15, 1777« The day previous to the Bennington battle the 
following was addressed to the chairman of the Council of 
Safety, Williamstown : 

Silt: — You are hereby desire*! to Toward to this place, by express, all 
the lead you can ]>ossibly colh'ct in your vicinity, :is it is e\|M'e(ed every 
minute an action will commence between our troo|»s and the enemies, 
within four or tivc miles of this place, and the \vmI will potBitively be 
needed. Paul Spoombb, Boordary. 

SOME EVENTS OF 1777 — ADVANCE OF OENSBAL BURGOYNE — 
TIOONDEROOA ABANDONED BT THE AMERICANS — ^BATTLE OF 
HtrBBARDTON, ETC. 

June 21.st, 1777, liurgovno IjuhIcmI his army on the wt'st 
side of Lake Chaniplain, at the moiitli of the riv«M" Ikwjuet, in 
the present town of Willshorough, N. Y. Hcr<' ho was joined 
by four or five hundred Indians. General Schuyler, then in 
command of the northern department of the American Army 
having examined the works at Ticonderoga, left the command 
of this post to General St. Cbiir, and returned to Fort Ed- 
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ward. On the 30th of Juno the enemy advanced toward Ti- 
conderoga and encamped on lioth sides of the lake, about four 
miles from the American lines. The next day their whole 
army and fleet advanced and took their position just out of 
reach of the Ainorican caiuion. On tlic second <l;iv of Julv 
a parly of five liundrt'd ol' the fncmy under Cjipluin Fni.ser, 
attacked the AnHM'ican pickets, and forceil them to retire. At 
tlie same lime the riirlil wing ol" the JJrilisli army moved up 
aud look |)ossessioii of Mount Hope. St. Clair su|)posiug iin 
assault was intended ordered his men to conceal themselves 

. behind the parapets, and reserve their fire. Frascr's party 
probably deceived as to the real position of the American 
works, continued to advance, when an American soldier dis- 
charged his musket and the whole line arose and fired a vol- 
ley. The artillery following his example without orders, the 
fire was made at random and the effect was the enemy eseiiped 
under cover of the sniok(^ On the fourtli day of didy, (len- 
eral Burgoyne issued a pioclaniation (U'si«j^ned to spread t<'rror 
amoui:: tlic Americans, fidl of Itomljasi wliich oidy disijusted 
tlie Ameiicans, promisinii", like one (►fold, <;reat things if they 
would only come and hnmhie themselves at his feet. 

St. Clair, sensihie that he could not si^stain a regular siege, 
called a council of war, by which it was unanimously agreed 
that a retreat should be attempted. Accordingly about 2 
o'clock at night, on the 0th of July, Gleneral St. Clair, with 
the garrison, left Tioonderoga, the troops on Mt. Independ- 

* ence were put in motion, and the baggage/ provisions and 
stores, so far as practicable, embarked on board 200 bat- 
teaux and despatched under five armed <>;al]ies to» Skcenshor- 
ough, Whitehall, while the main body of the army proceeded 
by land on the route through IIul)i)ardton and Castleton. 
About 4 o'clock the rear of the Americans left Mt. Independ- 

, ence, and were brought oil' by Colonel Francis in good or^ 
der. When the troops arrived at Ilubbardton they were 
halted for near two hours. Here the rear guard wore put 
under the command of Col. Seth Warner, with orders to fol- 
low the army as soon as those who had been left behind 
came up. 
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St. Clair then proceeded to Castleton, leaving Wurner 
with tlie rear -.'uard and straijiflers at PIul)hardton. The re- 
treat of the Auierieans from Ticonderoga was no sooner per- 
ceived than General Fraser, with the light troops, pursued, 
followed by General Riedsel. Frsiser continued the pursuit 
during the day, and learning that the Ainerioan army was 
not fiir off, ordered his men to He there upon their arms. 

Early on the morning of the 7th of July he renewed the 
pursuit, and about 7 o'clock in the morning commenced an 
attfick upon the Americans under Warner. Warner's force con* 
sisted of his own regiment and the rei^iments of Colonels Fran- 
cis and Hale, llule, witli his reiriment, fearful of the result, re- 
tired, with his reirinieiil, leaviiiii" WanuTMnd Francis with only 
seven oreiirht hundred n)en to disj)ute the progress of the ene- 
ni \ . The conHict was tierce and bloody. Colonel Francis fell at 
the head of his regiment, lighting with great resolution and 
bravery. Colonel Warner, well supported by his officers and 
men, chai*ged the enemy with such impetuosity that they 
were thrown into disorder, and at first gave way. They 
however soon recovered, and with the re-inforcement under 
General Reidsel, which was now brought into action, forced 
the Americans to retire from the ticid, l)cing overpowered in 
numbers and exhausted by fatigue. The whole American 
loss in killed, wounded and taken jjrisoners was .'524, of whom 
about M) were killed. The loss of the enemy in killed and 
wounded was 185.* 

After the liattle Warner with his usual perseverance collect- 
ed his scattered and diminished troops, and conducted them 
safely to Fort Etlward. Colonel Warner was soon heard 
from at Manchester, and at Bennington on the memorable 
16th of August, 1777, where he had opportunity, and did, re- 
venge himself for being overpowered at Hubbardton. 

It may he j)roper here to relate some of the correspond- 
ence between the Council of Safety of Vermont and the Gov- 

*Bthan Allen «iys !>> Ilx' i-onfrHsion nf f Imir own oHIcors wliih' li<' \v:is ii in isniitT 
ill England, WU8 300 klll(!«l, iiml »4ays tuitbur that tlu>y ooiiiplaiiKul tliiit tho Amur!- 
caiiK took xiKlit at Hubbardton, which seetns to como with an ill grace after haviug 
inativ un alliunrr with four or Ave huii<ln-<1 savti;;<'4 Wltil their tomalUlwkS Mid 
walpiuv loiivcM, Sot a nation boasting olvillzed warfiure. 
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ernor of New ll.iiii|).shire, which rcsultinl in the march of the 
troo[)s under General Stark to 15cnnington and the memora- 
ble victory of the Kith of August, 1777, by which the first 
check wjis given to the iovading army under Baigoync. 

The Council of Safety of the State of Vermont, then sit- 
ting in Manchester, July 15, 1777, through their Secretary, 
Ira Allen, addressed the following letter to Mechech Weare, 
president of the State of New Hampshire : 

Gentlemen. — This State sMjeuis to b« at present the object of Uesti'uc- 
tioD. By thesurieiider of the fortress of Ticondwoga a oommunication 
is opened to the defenceless inhabitants of the frontier, etc., and unless 
we can have ttie assistance of oar friends it appears (hut it will soon be 
out of the power of this State to mainUiin its territory, notwithstanding 
the inhabitants an; disposed to defend their liberties. 

ExETEK, July lU, 1777. 

The following communication from Mechech Weare, Pres- 
ident of New Hampshire, was received in reply : 

To Iba. Allrn. — Toms of the 15th instant received. We had previ- 
ously thereto determined to send asfdstance to your State. They have 
now determined a quarter part of the militia of 12 regiments shall be 

immediately (Iran Lilt t'd, formed into three battalions under command <tf 
Brigadier Gen, John Stark, and forthwith sent into your Stivte. Oi ch-rs are 
now i.ssuii)^. an*l d«>iH'ndt'iKe is nia<le that they will be supplied witJi 
provisioutf in your Statu iu beliali of the 

CoDNCH. OF Sapbtt. 

This sh()W8 that however .siiiull tiitlerences exist in our 
country in the minds of the people tluit they immediately 
sink into insignificance when a foreign foe encroaches or in- 
vades the soil. 

Among the patriotic members of the assembly of New 
Hampshire who signalized themselves on the occasion of this 
gloomy juncture was one John Langdon, who says viz. : "I 
have three thonsand dollars in hard money ; I will pledge my 
pbite for three tiiousaud more ; I have seventy hogsheads of 
Tol)a<^o rum whi< h shall he sold for the most it will bring. 
These are at the service of the State. If we su('<'eed 1 may 
be remunerated ; if not it will l)e of no value to me." The 
result of this assistance was soon felt at Bennington. 

I will relate one anecdote of Matthew Lyon, whose novel 
manner of swearing was peculiar. He having been sold, to 
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pay his pussjiire from Ireljind to Connecticut was rcdccnicd l)y 
u gontli'iiiaii in Connecticut l)y n p.iirul' hulls, who ever after- 
wards swore l>y the two bulls that redeemed him. 

It bus been said that when thd Council of Safety of the 
State of Vermont was devising ways and means to raise mon* 
ey to defray the expenses of the war, and [)ay and equip 
their soldiers that they left the i)roblem for Ira Allen tb solve. 
When, after mature deliberation, he announced to the Council 
that the property of tories, aiders and abettors of the ene- 
my, l)oth real and personal, be contiscated, sold, and the ef- 
fects used for the military defence thereof, Matthew Lyon 
arose, and swearing by the two bulls that redeemed him, said 
**The child is bom, Mr. President; I have been in doubt 
till now. I can see at a glance how the matter can be ac- 
complished.*' 

AN'liik' we feel an honest pride in the nnlitarv spirit of the 
early })atriots of V^ermont, T venture to relate an incident 
which occurred in my native town, Ira, on the 12th of Sep- 
tember, 1814, Sunday, durin«r Divine worship. A herald ar- 
rived from Plattsburgh, walked into church in the midst of 
the sermon, and announced that Plattsburgh was being invad- 
ed by Governor Ptovosfs army from Canada, and that he 
was advancing on Lake Champlain, and that the battle had 
commenced and called for volunteers. The meeting was im- 
mediately dismissed, the drum boat for volunteers, and some- 
thing like 26 men enlisted immediately from Ira and Claren- 
don. I could name several of them, not all. Early the next 
niorninij: they started for the seji,t of war. My father, Capt. 
Wilson Carpenter, went with his team to convey them, and 
my eldest brother, a lad of 18, went jis drummer. When 
arriving at Yergennes, learning that the battle was over, and 
the victory won, the^^ returned home. This battle settled the 
question whether "Yankee Doodle" could be whistled on Lake 
Champlain or not. 

The first act for forming and regulating the militia of Vei - 

mont was passed at the assembly holden in Bennin<;ton, Feb- 
ruary 11, 17 7 y, viz. : That the militia companies of this iState 
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shall be iormed in regiments. The number of regiments at 
this period was five. 

At the October session in Bennington, 1780, they p.-ussed 
an act for procuriiiir piovisii)n.s for the troops to he employ- 
ed in the service of the State for the year tMisuinii:, viz. : That 
there }>e 72,7<sl poiuKls i^ood l)eel, .*i<),;iS!» pounds sah pork. 
280,301) pounds good merchantahh; wlieattlour, '6,0^6 biisiiels 
rye and G,125 bushels corn collected from the respective towns 
of the State. 

I herewith present some military Incidents gathered from 
the recollection of one of our aged and most worthy citizens, 
Qeoi^ H. Chaplain, as follows: Clarendon light infantry 
was organized at an early day. Col. Nathaniel Crary, of 

Clarendon, was among the first who had command of the 
company. He was soon succeeded hy Rnfus barker. Thom- 
as Tower was in ccinnnand ahout the year ISU or l^>12. 
Others in romiiiand of llie company were Jolin Jiowman, Ira 
Reward, Greeu Arnold, Kuel Parker, Gersham Cheney and 
perhaps others. The company was ultimately disltanded. 
Shrewsbury artillery was organized about 1808-10. First 
Capt. Israel Balch, succeeded by Moses Perkins, Pearl Par- 
ker, Harry Holden, and others. This company carried . a 
French six pounder; company disbanded many years ago. 
About 1821 Warner C. Carr, Pliny Parker, and their asso- 
ciates, to the niimhor of fourteen, were organized under the 
name and style of the Union Military liaud," njost of its mem- 
bers resi<ling in the town of Clarendon, and coimccted with 
the 3d reiriment, 2d hriirade and 2d division of the militia of 
Vermont, l*liny Parker leader; instructors, Moulton, of Cas- 
tleton, and Hooker, of Poultney. This hand carried the fol- 
lowing instruments : one bugle, four clarionets, two German 
flutes, two octaves, two violins, two bassoons, a bass, drum 
and triangle. After a few years this band was scattered and 
disbanded. The companies above described were well uni- 
formed. The general officers seen on the parade grounds in 
East Rutland in early times were Perry G. Ladd, G^enerals 
Ornis, Kobinson, Jonas Clark, Charles K. Williams and oth- 
ers. A squadron of cavalry from each of the tlireo regiments 
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ID ButLmd county, under the command of Major Barnard 
Ketchum, of Sudbury, and afterwards of Major George T. 
Hodges, of Rutland, were occasionally seen on the Rutland 

parade <iToun(l.s some 00 years iigt), but with many other mil- 
itary organizations, disappeared many years since. 

1 caiiiiot give the names of all tiie eompany eommaiiders at 
this period, l)ut of some within luy ywn reet)llection, viz; 
Gen. Aml>ro.se L. Brown commanded tlie lluthind company, 
William Fox commanded the Wallingtbrd Kitie com|)any, 
afterward Adjutant of the regiment, Capt. James Harrington 
commanded Ira company, being followed by Capt Leonard Ma- 
son, Capt. John Mason, Capt. Lester MaiK>n, Ca[>t. George 
Graves, Capt. Lyman, Capt. Enos Fish, Capts. Gilmore and 
Wood. While these men were all men of character and in- 
fluence, some amusing incidents would sometimes occur, tlie\' 
not haviu«r the benefit of a West Point military e(hH ation. 
►Some of their orders were not always strictly in aeeorchmee 
with the teehuieal military hm^uaire. For instance, wiien on 
the march, and wishing to pass some obstructing objects, de- 
siring to "diminish front" jruve the order '*hud<lh' uj>." 

The martial music in olden times consisted chiefly of the 
fife, snare drum and bass drum. About the year 1818 Fife 
Major Juhn Dean, of Pittaford, was employed to go through 
the 3d regiment giving instructions upon the fife and drum. 
The result of the movement contributed greatly to the im- 
provement of martial music in said regiment. 

About tile year hS22 or 1823, Brigadier General Ladd, of 
Benson, called the l)rigade together at West Rutland, one 
regiment from the south-west })art of tlie county conmianded 
by Gen. Jonas Clark. This regiment encamped one day in 
Ira, and then came to Rutland. One regiment from the south- 
east part of the county, commanded by Col. Julius CUurke, 
which regiment encamped on the Butman (arm, now Henry 
Hay ward's, and then joined the brigade at West Rutland. One 
regiment from the north part of the county, conunanded by 
Colonel Kellogg, of Benson. This regiment encamped in 
CastletoQ, and then came to Rntland. The brigade mustered 
on the grounds of Beujamiu Blanchard. 



is CBNTENMIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 

I have reached a period in the militiiry history of Vermont 
in which his excellency, (iov. Charles Paine, throu<^h a reso- 
lution of fhe General Assembly passed in November, 1841, 
appointed ex-Gov. Silas II. Jennisoa, lion. Paul Dillingham, 
and Gen. F. W. Hopkins, a Committee to revise the military 
laws of the State. I teel warranted in saying the honor of 
that service was accomplished almost entirely through the un- 
tiring perseverance of the late Qea, F. W. Hopkins, who 
was for many years Adjutant and Inspector General of the 
State of Vermont, and the personification of the military spir- 
it of Vermont. 

Innncdiatciy atlcr this, uniform or independent companies 
spran*:: inlo cxistciu'c, viz ; 

The liutland Cili/.cns" Corps, organized in Captain 
«]ohn Strong, connnanding. 

The Clarendon Guards, organized September 10, 1842, first 
Captain, Stephen Fowler, afterwards Cai)taiu Daniel Wing, 
succeeded by Captain Cyril Carpenter. This company kept 
up its organization nine years. 

There is one act in the history of this com|)any which I will 
note viz ; by request of Colonel F. Parker, of Castleton, Vt., 
the Clarendon Guards were invited to do military honors at 
the funeral of Lieutenant Hall, an aged veteran and worthy, 
otticerofthc Amei'icaii lievolution. In coiiipliauce with this 
rc<ni('st, and by ordtM* of Ca})taiu C. Carpciiler, the Guards as- 
sembled at W'cstover's Hotel in ( 'astletou, »Iune I'A, 1<S4.S, and 
with martial nmsic, uuder direction of Colonel Parker, and 
other invited guests, viz; (leneral Jonas Clark of Middle- 
town, and ITon. Merritt M. Clark, and General OiTill Clark 
of Sandy Hill, N. Y., and other distinguished guests, march- 
ed to the house of the deceased, and received the body, and 
bore it with .the funeral dirge to the Congregational church, 
where Professor Carr pronounced an interesting eulogy, and 
from the church to the grave where the farewell shot and part- 
ing volley was tiij<en. 

While we feel a general [)rid(' in all the Vermont troops, I 
take especial ))ride in naming the Rutland Light (iuards, or- 
ganized JSovember 13, 1858, 11. lleury Baxter, Captain, W'il- 
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liam Y . W . Uiplcy, Ira C. Foster, Cyril Carpenter, coniiiiis- 
sioDcd ofliccrs. This company at its oriianizalioii iiuinlM-rt'd 
Gi> men, coinposed of our most staid and iiitiueutial citizeuii. 

In November, 1859, C&ptain H. Henry Baxter was elected 
Adjutant and Inspector General of the State of Vermont, and 
William Y. W. Ripley promoted captain. The company soon 
numbered 100 men, and were mustered into the stM vicf of the 
Uniti'd States May 2, ISOl, First Ki'ii:inient Vermoiil V'ohiii- 
teers, tliree months men, tiie ( (inipuny ha\ in»j: been tiioroui^iily 
drilled by Captain flo.seph liush, of the Brandon ( h ays, George 
h\ Koherts hst Lieutenant, and Leyi G. Kiugsley 2d Lieu- 
tenant. This comp.'Diy was amoni^ the tirst to march to the 
front at the out-break of the rebellion. 

1 will only add a list of officers who oriiiiuatcd tVoni the 
Rutland Ijiiiht (Juards, and went into the service of tiie Ignited 
States army <lnrinii' the late relu'llion, viz ; (kptain Kipley, 
afti'rwards colonel of the Vermont Sharp Shooters, Lieuten- 
ant George T. Uobtn-ts, afterwards Colonel of Seventh Ver- 
mont, who gallantly fell at the ])attle of lUtou Rouge, Major 
Dudley who tell in the liattle of the Wilderness, Captain 
Reynolds who fell at the battle of Lee's Mills, W. T. Nich- 
ols, Colonel of the 14th Vermont Volunteers, Major Levi G. 
Kingsley, Captain Stephen G. Staley, Captain Walter C. 
Landon, Captain William Edgerton, (va]>tain in United States 
army. Major (Jeorire K. Warn'n,. Captain John B. Kilbum, 
Captain in the 7th V<M!n()nt, Captain Frank Iluntoon, Cap- 
tain of Cavalry, (\i|)taiii Sanmel Kelley, (^aptain John A. 
Sheldon, Captain (i(;orge Crofts, Major Avery B. Cain, 4th 
Infantry United States Array, who had the honor to com- 
mand the same Regiment that Greneral Grant commanded 
when he retired from the service. 

After the reading of the above article, the President said he 

understood (V)lleetor Beard, of Boston, and other distinguish- 
ed gentlemen were in town, and he appointed dudgt^ S. M. 
Don-, Newman Weeks and 1j. \V. Redington a committee to 
wait upon these gentlemen and invite them to the hall. 
A recess was taken till 2 o'clock. 
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AFTKliMOO-N, 2 o'clock. 

There was a very large attendance present at the opening 
of the afternoon session, a large number of citizens from 
aliout the county having come in on the noon train. Hon. S. 
M. Dorr, President of the Day, presided. Hon. A. M. 
Beard, United States Collector of the port of Boston, and a 
number of other prominent gentlemen were on the platform. 

After imisic by tlie hand, 'ludge Dorr s.'iid lliat in nearly 
every town in the c-ounty wei'e men who luid preserved rec- 
ords of the events oeeurring in llie county. One of these 
gentlemen was Henry Hall, of Rutland. Mr. Hall was then 
introduced, and delivered the tbllowing historical address : 

Few inland counties have such a wealth of historical mate- 
rial — such an extent and variety of topics — as Rutland coun- 
ty. The wars of Enjriand and France, from William III 

and Louis XI\' to (leorjre III and Louis X\', from 
IMarlhorou^h's victory at Blenheim to Wolfe's capture of 
Quehec, from the hurnini!- and massacre of Schenectady in 
1<)IM), to the burning and massacre of Neshohe and Royalton 
durinir the Kevolutionary war, so involving the Koglish and 
French colonists and near Indians, causing so many expedi- 
tious scouting parties, war parties, captive parties, raids and 
counter raids, through the lake, along our borders, across our 
territory, the fierce contests and struggles with the Yorkei's 
and tories, the marshalling of forces for the capture of **Ti" 
in 1775, .the presence of British and German troops for weeks 
in 1777, the history of our forts, the ascent up the lake of a 
large British army in 1781, with tlie wild excitement caused 
thereby, tlu' Shay-like mob of 17>^«!; add to these the thrift 
of peace, the growth of social life, agriculture, mechanics, ar- 
chitectui'e, trade, travel and newsjjapers, all richly deserve 
embalming in one historic contiiuious sketch; but our present 
purpose is merely to glance at a few epochs and features, il- 
lustrating our local progress, with allusions to contemporary 
affairs abroad, to aid the memory and alleviate wearisomeness. 

These centennial and semi-centennial celebrations I How 
vigorous they are with youth, how venemble with age I 
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Thposands of years ago, amid the lightnings and thunderings 
of Sinai, Heaven bade the Jews celebrate every semi-centen' 

nial yoar as a juhilee of sacred rest, and what u year of rest 
it was ! No sowinij:, no i"('a))in;r, even tlie vineyards were 
undressed, the irrajjes un<ratliered ; the sjioiitaneous giowth of 
a territory of 10, 000 s(|uare miles — no hir<rer.than Vermont — 
supiiorted throu<^h oue whole year sevenil millions *of people 
and all their domestic animals. What a proelaniation of free- 
dom it was I Every slave throughout the hind was made free. 
Wliat an agrarian hiw I All deeds and mortgages were void ; 
all real estate reverted to the heirs of the original grantees 
under Joshua. The jubilees of the Romish church, establish- 
ed in the year 1300, were originally centennial ; next semi- 
centeniiial, then 35 yeai*s apai-t , and finally quarter centennial. 
In 18()4 the third centennial anniversary of the hirth of (fali- 
leo was eelehiated hy the University of Pisa, whereof Uv was 
ouee a pupil an<l professor. Perhaps the «:raiidest and most 
augU8t of all centennials ever celebrated was that celebrated 
at Rome when the city was 1,000 years old ; when the Arab- 
born Roman Emperor Philip, returning from the east, sought 
oblivion of his crimes 'by dazzling the multitude with the in- 
finite pomp and magnificence of the secular games. Three 
mghts mystic sacrifices were made aloi^ the banks of the Ti- 
ber; the vast Campus Martins was filled with lampn, torches, 
dancing and music ; 54 noble youths sang religious hymns ; all 
slaves, all -strangers were excluded from j)articipati<>n ; the 
devout were occu})ied with the rites of su|)erstition ; the many 
were joyous and solemn, while the thoughtful few pondered 
the past, and doul>ted the future. 

Yet, although these celebmtions are :is old as human histo- 
ry, they have been adopted by our nation and people with 
such enthusiasm that they seem to have the novelty and nici- 
ness of a new American institution. * They are at least a 
change from the platitudes and boastings of Fourth of July 
demonstrations. 

Rutland county has 25 towns, one more than any other 
county in the State ; 25 miniature deniocmtic republics, mod- 
eled and remodeled upon the priuciples illustrated by the 
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greater republics of ancient Greece and Borne, medisBval Italy 
and modem Europe, notably by the Dutch town councils as 
studied by the Plymouth pilgrims during their 12 years' so- 
journ there ; modeled and remodeled after two centuries and 
a half of American colonial and State experience, until now 
they sccin in theory to approxinuito ])erfe('tion. Practically, 
of course,- they are sul)jcct to all tli<' iiiipcrlVclions arisiiio;' 
from the el:ishinix of hiiiiiaii interests and passions. However 
intelliirent and conscientious the voter inav heconie, he cannot 
exercise the elective franchise without being subject more or 
less to malign influences as well as benign. The tyranny of 
public opinion, the contagious fervor of political parties, the 
machinations of secret societies, the dominance of colossal 
corporations, sectarian zeal and personal ambition, will more 
or less dictate the voting. But this is merely saying that 
towns are inhabited by human beings. The town system in 
its perfection seems as purely American as the steamboat or 
the mowin<^ machine. * Even Sir Thomas More in his I'tojjia, 
pul)lished in 1510, in Latin, as all scholars then wrote for in- 
ternational circulation, althoui^h he favors universal suffrage, 
voting by ballot, aninfioitc diminution of capitid punishment, 
a chief magistrate removable at pleasure instead of a king, 
and other changes centuries in iidyance of his age^ yet his 
model republic has no beau ideal or even a dream of a self- 
governing township. The eminent French statesman De 
Tocqueville, sent by France to the United States in 1831, is 
minute in describing all the details of our town organization, 
their great independence and authority seeming to impress 
him as if with sometliing of the majesty of nationality. Proud 
as we are of our national Union, it is [)ossiblc that the crown- 
ing glory of our land is our town system. C'crtain it is that 
where this system prevails most perfectly, there most preva- 
lent are schools, churches, books, papers, freedom, law, order, 
and secure society. There is one constitutional provision as 
to our town representation that seems unjust. Thirteen towns 
in our county have in the aggregate less than 12,000 inhabi- 
tants ; yet fhey send 13 Representatives to the L^slature. 
Butland has over 12,000 inhabitants and sends one Represent- 
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atave. So in the United States Senate. New York has over 
5,000,000 inhabitants and sends two Senators. Thirteen oth- 
er State«» have in the aggregate less than 5,000,000 inhabitants 
and send 26 jSenators. 

The population of Rutland county lacks 170 of being 
42,000, more thun six aad a half thousands <j^reater than that 
of any other county in the State, and two-thirds as lar<j:e as 
that of Nevada, one of the sovereign States of tlie Union. 
When Rieozi, the last of the tribunes of the people, was mur- 
dered on the steps of the Capitol, in the year 1354, the popu- 
lation of Rome was scarcely 20,000. Thus the foremost city 
in the world*s history, during one of . the most brilliant and 
grotesque epochs of her mediteval career, had not half as many 
people as our county. At the battle of Ci*essy, fought 100 
miles north of Paris, on the 26th of August, 1346, Edward 
ni and the Black Prince, with 40,000 soldiers — less than the 
present population of Rutland comity — defeated a Ffench ar- 
my of 100,000. The Greek army at Marathon won one of 
the most important battles in human history, yet num)>ered 
but ll,000~-over 1,000 less than the population of the town 
of Rutland. 

DuriDg the lost ten years the cmmty has gained less than 
.1,200, but as the town of Rutland has gained over 2,300, the 
24 other towns have lost in the aggregate ovef 1,100. Eleven 
towns have increased, fourteen decreased. The decrease of 
dstleton 18 the * greatest, being over 600* Fairhaven has 
gained three. Sherburne has 450 inhabitants, the least of any 
town in the county, but that number is larger than the l)and 
of the PIel)re\v (iideon at his great victory over the iMidian- 
ites, Amalekites and the cliildrcn of tlie east, who lav alon": 
the valley like the grasshoppers for multitude, and whose 
camels were as the sands of the sea. Our neighboring city, 
Albany, now has a popuUtion more than twice as large as 
Rutland county, but in the year 1800, when Albany was 186 
years old, its population was less than half that of the town 
of Rutland to-day. 

It seems impossible to ascertain exactly the size of our 
county. It is undoubtedly 40 miles long and 30 miles wide ; 
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if this length and breadth, were tiniforai, the acea woald be 
1,200 square miles; bat the form is irregular; the southern 
tier of towns contains only three, Mt. Tabor, Danby and 

Pawlet; while one central tier contains seven, Sherburne, 
Mendon, Kntland, Im, Castleton, Fairhavcn and West Hav- 
en. If each of the 25 towns was six miles s(juare, the area 
would he {H)0 square miles. But the avera<j;e scarcely equals 
that. Perhaps hetween ^00 and !)00 square miles would be a 
reasonable estimate. At that estimate the county is larger 
than the famous ancient Grecian province of Attica, whose 
capital city, Athens, taught the world so much of all it knows 
about literature and art. At that estimate our county is large 
enough, mountains included, to contain five or six cities like 
London. How the new listin^f law will affect the future valu- 
ation of the |)r(>pei*ty in this county we can only coiijeclure, 
i)iit the last :ii)j>raisal tixed the value at over $1 1 ,(M)(),()(IO, 
nenrlv a million larirer thnn any otluT county in the State. 
Perhaps a true estimate mi«»ht aj)i)roximate $25, 0(10, 000. 
$25,000,000 w ould alumt pay for the A'ationalCapitol at Wash- 
ington, and the new State House at Alhany. $25,000,000 
are twenty-five times the cost of colonizing New England, and 
5,000 times the cost of Columbus' expedition to discover a new 
world, and one-third of the capital of the Bank of England. 
$25,000,000 at six per cent, compound interest would at the 
second centennial of our county amount to three times as 
much as our National debt, and at the third eentennial would 
be enoui^h to pay $50 for every acre on this globe, including 
all deserts i\ud waste places. 

Our county lies a tritle north of the 43 ^ north latitude. 
It is in the same latitude with Northern Spain, Southern 
France, with Pisa, the birth-place of Galileo, with Florence, 
the birth-place of Dante, and with the home of the wonder- 
ful Etruscan civilization ; in the same latitude with the Black 
^a, Caspian Sea, Central Asia, and the states of Oregon and 
Michigan, thus having the same latitude with the best wine 
growing region of Europe and the best grain and fruit grow- 
ing portion of America. The mean temperature of our cli- 
mate is about 43 <^ , while our raiufall probably averages from 
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40 to 43 inches a year. Lake Champlain U between 90 and 
100 feet above the ocean ; Rutland railroad depot track 530 
feet, Mount Holly summit 1,453, and Killin;2:ton Peak 4,221 
feet or more. All of our mount.iiiis cust of Otter Creek l>e- 
loni^ to the Oreen Moiintuiii nmi^c ; nil west of Otter Oreck 
to the Tiiconic r:in<re. The Taconie r:ui<rc eontaiii.s almost all 
the good marble and slato yet found in Vermont. The high- 
est peaks of the Taconic range within our county are 2,500 
or more feet above the ocean — about the same elevation as 
Madrid, the capital of Spain, and Jerusalem, the capital of 
Palestine. Killington Peak is probably the second highest 

' in the State, and higher than any mountain in England, Wales 
or Ireland, aind higher than all in Scotland except Ben Nevis. 
It is half as high as Mount Sinai, but not half as high as 
Olympus, wliere Jupiter and Juno kept a free and easy celes- 
tial hotel. Most of the waters Howinir out of our county iro 
down the St. Lawrence, into the Atlantic, while the rivulets 
east of the Green Mountains go down the Connecticut into 
Lonir Island Sound. Peaches, sweet potatoes, tobacco and 
the Isabella grapes ripen here, while one-third of our conn- 
ty is so elevated it cannot raise grain. 

Part of the boundary line between our county and New 
York is the center of the intervening portion of Lake Cham- 
plain, consequently the lake fbmishes the north-west comer of 
our county : therefore I claim that the discovery of Lake 
Champlain was the discovery of Rutland counl v , and that if the 
history of the lake commences with that discovery, so luay 
also tlie history of Rutlaiid county. It was on the Itli of Ju- 
ly, ir>0<), that Samuel Champlain, a Frenchman, lirst discov- 
ered and launched a boat upon the lake whirh bears his name. 
By the then recognized international law of Christendom, the 
discovery of any portion of heathendom by a Christian gave 
to his sovereign the right of political jurisdiction thereof, and 
the discovery of a lake operated as a discovery of all the soil 
drained by its affluents. At the time of this discovery Hen- 
ry IV was kin^ of France. He was the first of the Bourbon 

. Kini^s and the hero ot Macaulay's poem "The Battle of Ivry." 
Thus the lirst Christian nation having a semblance of right to 
3 



Digitized by Google 



34 OENTENKIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 

lordship over our territory was that nation which afterward 
sent its T^at'ayette, and its armies Jind its fleets to assist America 
in afhievin<j: nationality, and for wliich, at least, the ancient 
banner of France, with its gay lilies, miirht have waved and 
the oriflannueof Henry of Navarre might have gleamed along 
Otter Creek as rightfully as along the river Seine. Let us 
glance briefly at affairs contemporary with this discovery. 
In September, 1609» Henry Hudson -entered Hudson river, 
and ascended as far as Waterford, and Capt. John Smith, of 
^ Pocahontas fiime, exploring Chesapeake bay, encountered a 
fleet of Mohawk canoes. In 1609 (Quebec was one year old 
and Jamestown was two years old. Jamestown was settled 
by rcproliatc sons of <'avalicrs who, according: lo tlicii* own 
historian, like true Kniriisbnicii, buill a cliurcli coslino; I'aO, 
and a tavern costing £.')(>(): while tiic S|)nnish town, St. Au- 
gustine, Florida, was 4 1 years old, and is now Jfchc oldest 
city in the United States. In 1(>(H» Milton was an infant; 
Lord Bacon, who Bishop Burnett says was the first to 
write our language correctly, was in the vigor of life, his fair 
' fame as yet untarnished by judicial brit>cry. Shakespeare 
was perhaps writing Othello, soon to bid adieu to London, and 
return to Stratford-on-Avon. Sir Walter Raleigh was a pris- 
oner in the Tower, writing Jiis history of the world, while 
King James' translators of the Bible ha<l finished tive of their 
seven years' labor. 

The three great i)ain1ors, Van(lyk(\ TJubens and (iuido, the 
philosopher Laplace, Kepler the astronomer, (Ji-otius, lather 
of the law of nations, who has been thought tiie most univer- 
sal scholar of his age, were all busy workers. One of the 
most interesting characters of this or any other age was Oali- 
leo, who in this very year, 1609, with his newly made tele- 
scope was studying the heavens. Hs was the Tuscan artist 
to whom Milton referred when he likens Satan*s shield to the 
moon, 

"Whose orb 
Thronojh optic glass tlic Tuscan artist views 

At cveniiij;^ from the top of Fesole. 

Or in Val (PAriKt, to descry n»'w lands. 

Rivers or mountaius iii her spotty globe." 

I 
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In thr followinjT winter he cliseovered the four moons; of 
Jupiter. Tluis tlie discoverv of the hike and tlie surround- 
ing^ territory, hy heing Jissoeiated with eontemporary events, 
carries us l)a('k 1o the eoni])osinir of that version of tlie liihle 
that is now the Ik'sI rcadinglbr 80<()( )(>,()( M) of people, to the dis- 
coyeiy of Jupiter's moons, to the infiincy of Milton, and to 
the times of some of earth's greatest men. 

Rutland county has«been subject to^ at least the nominal ju- 
risdiction ^f five different powers. The Indians, the French 
by right of discovery in 1609, the English hy right of con- 
quest and coloniziition, Veniiont as an indepentlent nation, 
from hei' declaraliou of independenee, Jumiarv ir>, 1 777, to 
her admission into tiic Tnion, Man-h 4, ITiU, aiwi tlie Tuited 
States for the last 1M> \ ears. Rutland eounty has heen a por- 
tion of five dift'erent eounties. In 1G83 Albauy cuuuty was 
first foruiejl, its southern boundary Sawj^er's creek, west of 
the Hudson, and Koelotfe Jansen's ereek on the east. These 
creeks are in about the siune latitude as the northern line of 
Connecticut, and Albany county has included all Massachu- 
setts west of tiie Connecticut river, and the whole of Vermont. 
In 1772 Albany county was divided into three counties, one 
of which, Charlotte, extended over our teiTitorv. Our 
early settlers in their deeds described themselves as heini; of 
the eounly of All>any, or Charlotte, aecordinu: to the dates. 
Ill Mar<'h. 1778, at the tirst oi'LTaiii/at ion of our State iioveiii- 
meut, the State was divided into two counties. Unity on the 
east side and Bennini^ton on the west side the rouge of the ( h'een 
Mountains. In the iail of 1780 the name of VVafihinsi^ton 
county was given to the territory nortji of the present Ben- 
nington county, and west of the mountains, but this act of 
the Legislature was written only on a slip of paper and never 
recorded ; that slij) ot paper I have seen. In February, 1781, 
Rutland county was incorporated, embracing the same territo- 
ry as VVashiugton county, its first oflieers to be elected 100 
years ago to-day. During the year 1781 liutland county ex- 
tended not only fnun Bennington county to Canada, hut also 
from the Green Mountains to the Hudsou river, iuciudiug 
Lakes Greorge and Champlaiu. 
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Our I'ountv is one hundred years old. Has the world mov- 
cd (Uuing that century? Let us see. Then no telegraph, no 
telephone, no railroad, no iiiMcadamized roads, no steamlioat, 
no steamship, no gas to light building or street, no vaccina- 
tion, no London Times, no Edinburgh RoTiew. In 1781 the 
planet Uranus was discovered and Sabbath schools inaugurat- 
ed. In 1781, among the promising lads were Tom Moore, 
Daniel O'Oonnell, the Duke of Wellington, Sir Walter Scott, 
Alexander Iluniholdt,' Cnvier and Na})ole<)n Buonaparte. 
Among tlie worki'rs were ( J raltan. Burke, Slieridan, Fox, Pitt, 
Cow|)er, Hums, Madame de'Slael, (ioethe, Sehiller arul Aliti- 
eri ; the Ameriean l>()rn ])ainters, Benjamin West and John 
Siugletpn (Jopely, were working in London ; among tlie 
veterans were Dr. Sanuiel rJuhnson, T^utlbn and Frederi< k the 
Great, while Franklin, living near Paris, was the intellectual 
monarch of Europe; Washington and Hamilton with the 
American Army, and La&yette with the French army, Were 
planning the capture of Lord Comwallis. The American na- 
tion had no President ; the President of Congress was with- 
out salary, and without power. The l>eginning of tlie year 
17.S1 was tljc saddest N^'rmout had ever seen. Congress had 
withdrawn every continental soUlier, and vwvy sjtade and 
pickaxe tVoui our soil. New York, almost ovcrj)()wci'c<l i)y 
her own torics, htid withdrawn her hist garrison from White- 
hall. Vermont was threatened with the fate of Bolaiul by 
the neighboring States, and with annihilation by a well equip- 
ped British army, outnumbering her entire adult male popu- 
lation. Already had British officials attempted to bril)e Ver- 
mont to return to her allegiance to the crown. Lord Ger- 
main's letter proclaiming that fact had been published. Then 
it wa.s that Vermont adopted a poliey that nentralized the ac- 
tion (>r the r>ritisli army, and protected her own territory and 
that ot" Northern \ew York ; then it was tliat Vermont a(h>j)t- 
ed the |)1mu of Scipio and carried tlie war into Africa; sluv 
douhh'd her territoiy, sh<' annexed .">.') towns of New Ham)>- 
shire ; her Legishilure met in New Hampshire; she annexed 
all New York fuilher north than Massachusetts and east of 
the Hudson river, and east of a line due north from the 
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source of the Hudson river to Canada ; Kcene and Saratoga paid 
taxes in Vermont, and were represented in her Legislature. 

In 1781 there was no Brandon, West Haven, no Middletown, 
no Mt. Tabor, no Mt. Holly, no Mendon, no Sherborne. 
Brandon was Neshobe, West Haven was a part of Fairhaven, 
Middletown and Mt. Holly were not formed. Mt. Tahor 
was Ilarwicli, Mt'iulon was Midway. Slicrbiirne was KilliiiL^- 
ton. Mild (lie iinrtlH'in part of Cliittt'iidcii was IMiiladi'lpli'ui. 
Srvi'ial of till' towns wvvv not inlial)itrd. TIjo |>o|)ulatiou of 
the county was. proWahly ulH>ut .'),<M)0, and the appruisjil of 
the property for Uixution, instead of l>eing counted by mil- 
lions, amoinited tu aliout $110,000. There were military forts 
in Rutland, Pittsford and Castleton. A few hundred troops 
had their headquarters first at Fort Ranger, in Center Rut- 
land, and sul>sequently at Fort Warner, in Castleton. Now 
churches and clergymen are counted by scores, the members 
of churcliert by thousands, and the cost of church edifices by 
hundreds of tliousaiids of dollars. Ik lore the Revolution 
there was |)rolKil)ly a Haptisl ehureli in Rutland, but in 17<Sl 
there was the ( 'on<j:rejj^ational ehureh that met at Center Rut- 
land, in the lou: mcctinii: house located on the present home- 
stead of Col. George II. Bcaman ; hesicK' that I know of no 
other except the Baptist church in Wallingtbrd. Then mon- 
ey was reckoned not by dollars and cents, but by pounds, 
shillings and pence, six shillings to the dollar, one pound be- 
ing three afid a third dollars. Congress had coined no gold, 
no silver, only a few tons of copper. Vermont before 1781 
had issued no bills, no coin ; no National Banks circulated 
hundreds of millions of dollars. There were no hanks, and 
the eoin was chiefly from abroad ; $72 of Continental bills 
were worth $ I in silver. In October, 17(S0, the Leji:islMtui e 
said: *' Whereas, the state of the jn-esent currency, or medi- 
um of trade, is such that it is dithcult iu procure the necessa- 
ries to sup[)ly the army, without calling on each town for a 
(juota ofsuch supplies, therefore be it enacted .certain amounts 
be raised.** Rutland's share was about 30 barrels of flour, 10 
barrels of beef, five barrels of salted pork, 169 bushels of In* 
diwd com, and 81 bushels of rye. 
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What will be the status of our county at its secoud centen- 
nial? 

Dining the past 100 years the nation has grown from 3,- 
000,000 to ")0,000,()()0 of inhabitants, Vermont from :iO,(MiO 
to one-third of u million, and the county from ;'j,UOO to 
42,000. 

Tf the increase is as <j:reMt the next 100 years the nation will 
niftuberoTer .S()0,0(H),000, the State over .S.:)00,000, and the 
county one-third of a million. Is this the last as well as the 
first of our county centenniab? Or will she» like Rome, cele- 
brate her tenth centennial? 

Milton's Adam, in *<Paradise Lost," is allowed to see the 
future of his race ; some pleasant scenes gladden his eye, but 
woe, siji and misery abound largely. Heaven save Rutland 
county from such a future. Homer's description of Aehilles's 
shield lias a healthier, more cheery view of life; hut in hoth 
war raises. May ue liot hope that our nation 100 vears hence, 
with its hundreds of millions of people, will succeed in sub- 
stituting international arbitration for war, and that our nation, 
including our State and county, extending from Arctic to 
Tropic seas, as one united people shall breathe * 'Peace on earth, 
and good will to men." 

Henry Ripley Dorr, son of Hon. S. M. and Mrs. J. C. R. 
Dorr, was next introduced, and read the following original 
poem. 

Tin; VALLKY OF TIIK f)TTKU. 

it Is not mine to aiug to-Uay Yen. luunyu proud aon^ Ims been auug 

The glor>- of the olden ttme. Of many a storied land. 

Nor celebrate the deeds of men Whose hillti and vales ur<> not more tBir 

lu bigb beroio rhyme. ^ Thau hers— our 6witzorl&nd; 

A clciirfr voice thuii ttilno linn sung, Whoso skies would iiaii' in splendor 
And istrougor words have told When down Ibo distant west ^ 

The glory of our oommonwealUi— Our sunsets oast ttieir glory 

Her mighty men of old I . Upon the mountains' crest ! 

Tls only left fbr me to sing And many a bard has sung the deeds 

The f?'*">"'<'"r of our hills, Tli.it noble men have done, 

The pomp and pride of suntiet, W ho fought their tight less bravely 
The song of brooks and rills; Than our slresat Hubbardtonl 

The beauty of ourOtUjr, O, Valley of the Otter! fair 
The glory of our plains. As eyes have ever seen. 

The Hweet notes of our sinking birds. With eln^toi ed hamlets, miffhty peaks, 
Xbe zephyr's soft rolrains. And liillti ol omorald groen ; 
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With niondows and with 8millng flelda 
Where, with its uoisuless feeti 

The Tiver hiwtons on iu way 
Its mighty Ijord to meet ; 



Th<; w(M*kH imm on ; the summer comes; 

TlK! lowland hUls again. 
Are fluudo<l o'or with biliuwy waves 

Of unUulating gndii» 



Your wooils uiiil liilly, your fountb ami Wlulc in broad meadow lands wu iiear 



rills, 

Tlielrs is the siilitlr rliarui 
That woke the lyric bard's relruin 
Upon the Sabine term ; 

ThatHtirrvd the huart ot (it-imany 
To music s«reet and grand. 

The HongHof hills iiiiii iiiouiitains. 
The love of Fathcrlaad ! 

That woke the harp of Ireianci 

'I'll strain- lhal sli;in finliirf 
As long us nit'u shall love his namo- 
Th« name of Thomas Moore! 



The sparrows bright and blithe. 

Tlx* fhiittrr ol' I lie bobolinks. 
The clicking ut the »eythc. 

And down among the wild flowers 

tiounds 

The hnniming of the bee, 
While throoglltbe heavy laden bougbs 
Winds murmur drowsily. 

Then the wide flush of autumn comes; 

Till' liills I raiisllfiiii-eil stand 
Waving their glorious banuorw lar 
Above the snn-llt land? 



When drMt the blue bird troni the south 
Flies back witli hints of spring, 

Tlie dim grey skies above us 
Catch the azure of bis wing. 

Tiie river oasts Its totters off. 

The tb'cp siKiWH nii'lt iiway, 
Tlie tiny grass blades rise to greet 
The dkwning of the ilay. 



The forest wean* its cloth of gold 

Kight royally and well. 
While on the silent valley lies 

The Indian summer's spell. 

The moonlight gleams across the lake 

The noiseless nl^ht winds sweep; 
A rippling smile steals o'er its lace, 
Half waking flrom Its sleep I 



The brooklets laugh, the budding trees Hut soon the glow of autumn dies; 

Make liastc to don their plumes; Chill gix>ws the frosty air; 

The wUlovB by tbe roadside wear The plains and hills are bleak and 

The velvet of their looms. brow n , 

The maple boughs are bare. 

The white mists from the mouitidn's 
beight When lo< :i fi-atlK i v ndnt is stretched 

Lightly iind calmly rise« From mountain peak to plain ! 

Pile upon pile against the blue— ' The valley of our winding stream 

The snowdrifts of the skies! Is beautiflil again! 



Within the dim and silent woods O, Valley of the Otter! faii- 

The fallen leaves ate stirred As eyes have ever seen, 

I{y stnig^'Mng blossoms; and the notes With clustered tunnlcts, ndghty peaks. 

Of many a sweet-voicotl bird And hills of ciiieiald green. 



Eebo aiiioii<^ the sintrly trees, 
With music sweet and clear 

As Orpheus', when the mighty hills 
Bent their proud orcets to hear! 



We hail thy beauty and thy ;;ra<'e, 
Thy mountains Urm au<l gruml. 

The msjesty of our good Statr, 
Fsrmonl, oar SwUzeiiand I 



On aocount of the necessary absence of Hon. John A. 
Conant, of Brandon, the next paptT, pirparod by him for the 

(H'CJision, entitle<l " Karl v Business Men of Ivutland ('ouiitv," 
Wfts reud lieiuy Cluik, of Kutluud. It wub as foUov^s ; 
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£ARLY BUSINESS MEN OF RUTLAND COUNTY. 



BY HON. JOHN A. CONANT, OF BBAimON, YT. 

It was fortanate for the early settlers in western Vermont, 
emigrating from Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecti- 
cut, that the^ were able to bring with them such mechanical 
implements as were needful in that day for the manufacture 

of clothinir Jind other lu)U,st.'li(>l(l fabrics, suoli as the hand 
curds, tlie s|)iimiii«x wiu'el, th«! loom and the hateliel. With 
these inipleinents the skilled matron could card the wool, spin 
the yarn, and weave the cloth ready for the clothier to full, 
' color, and shear, with his huge hand shears, as was the custom 
down to 1806, and perhaps later. 

Carding machines were introduced, relieving the family 
from the task of carding wool by the hand cards, but the 
spinning wheel and the loom had all the more to do, until lat- 
er the woolen fieictories, more generally outside the county 
limits, could work the wool into clothes on shares, or other- 
wise. For many years, even down as lute as 181«S, the «2:ood 
housewife and her daughters, young ladies of the family, 
would spin the woisted yarn for their best winter dresses, 
having a new one every year, for their 'go to meeting best," 
or the ball room. And such wives I Where can they now be 
found? Thus every household was a factory in itself, 
without which the wants of the new settlers could not have 
been provided for. 

Cotton factories have never invaded Rutland county, and on- 
ly some half dozen woolen mills of moderate dimensions have 
had a place here. The merchants as late as 1813 would pur- 
chase the tive ]>ound bundles of cotton yarn from Keene, N. 
II., and Middlebury, Vt., to supi)ly their customers, and 
would often put yarn out to be woven into cloth. 
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The cotton factories in Keene first supplied Rutland coun- 
ty merchants with factory cotton cloths. 
Distilleries were early a prominent feature in many towns, 

particularly Wallinfrtbrd, Clarendon, Pittsford and Brandon, 
llie surplus rye and corn l>(>in<; converted into uiiiskry. 

Tlic hatter s slioji and the taiiiiery were a necessity, and flour- 
ished in most of the towns for thi; lirst fifty years of tlie set- 
tlement of the County. The saddler would make hoth sad- 
dles and bridles; harness niakini^ was of later date, \ioth 
men and women rade on horseback, often the wife or daugh- 
ter mounted behind on the pUlary, as Miss Partington would 
say. 

The blacksmith shop of the early days was a factory where 
every household implement, as well as farm tools, were made. 
The smith, with the aid of his apprentice to "blow and strike," 

the lively trip hammer, wherever water })ower was at hand, 
aided in reduciu^j; the massive i>ars of iron into workai)le size 
and sha})e. 

The manufacture of iron in Rutland County conuncn^ ed as 
early as 17U0, and has proved one of the most important in- 
dustries of the early days. Bhist furnaces have been a suc- 
cess in Clarendon, Tinmouth, Pittstbrd and Brandon. The 
manufacture of bar iron in Brandon dates as far back as the 
year last aforesaid. Forges both at Forestdale and the vil- 
lage made iron suocessfnlly up to 1820 ; the heavy thud of the 
for<ve hammet would gather the boys together to witness the 
nhimflifKj of the loops. The iron made in Brandon was large- 
ly used in the niamifacture ol' shovels that were markfited all 
throu^^h the country, east as far as Boston. The blast fur- 
nace in Pittsford was noted for the hi«i::h grade of iron made, 
and with but brief intervals has been in operation to this day. 
The Conants erected a blast furnace in l^i20, other parties 
three or four years later, at Forestdale. £very variety of 
castings, from petite kettles up to potash kettles, were made 
in these furnaces, but the important branch, as it proved, was 
the manufacture of stoves ; from 1820 to 1850 it was the most 
important industry of the County, or the State even. Not 
only Vermont was supplied with stoves, but customers were 
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toand in all the other New England States, northern New 
York, and the west, particularly Ohio. Subseqaent to 1848 

or 1849 ruilroad c}i,stin«:s were enlled for; car wheels for the 
Rutland n»:ui were a specialty — all this was hclore railroads 
were hiiilt. V'v^ iron was made l)oth at I'ittstbrd and Bran- 
don in large quantities. The expense of sending to market 
was a serious drawback. 

Copperas was extensively manufactured at Shrewsbury as 
early as 1825, perhaps. The distance from market, and the 
severe competition at Strafford, where it was more cheaply 
produced, in connection with mining for copper, caused its 
abandonment at Shrewsbury. 

^ Cabinet furniture whs made in Rutland, Brandon, and other 

towns, sutticieiit to supply the wants of the connnunity. This 
industry sliouM he revived aijain ; the lioinc manufacture would 
readily take the })lace of the ciicap east t i n work. 

A pail factory was started in Hrandon in alxmt 1S22, rival- 
ing the hand work of Tottingbam in Pittsford ; these pails 
were sold to merchants all the way to Boston, before any at- 
tempt was made to make pails by machinery in New Hamp- 
shire. 

The Penfields took the lead in making carpets in Pittsford, 
as well as other woolen fabrics. 

The Pittsford marble quarries were first practically utilized 

by dudd, of Middlebury ; to save the cost of haul to his mill, 
he started a iifani^ of saws in Brandon about 1811. In 1824 
extensive marble mills were erected by Hyatt, and a few 
years Jater a second mill was put in oi)eration by Cowan and 
Hyatt. Marble for these mills was procured from the Pitts- 
ford quarries. The cost of getting such heavy products to 
market, l^efore niilroads were built, was a very serious draw- 
back. Later the statuary marble quarry was opened in Bran- 
don, and a mill erected for sawing; £. D. Selden, with the aid 
of his father, made the business a success for many years, New . 
York city being .the principal market. Gkx>dell and others 
have continued the business uj) to this period. 

The marble business in Rutland was conunenced at Suther- 
land Falls and at other points, and Kutlaud now takes the 
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lead in the production of marble, not only in the county, but 
doubtless in the United States. 
The manufacture of the Howe Scales was commenced in 

IJmncioii ill LS;")?, an<l continued until 1^7S, when the works 
were removed to Rutland, hitldin;^ fair to rival the Fairbanks, 
of St Johnshury. In various other luuniilUctureii ilutluud 
is taking the lead at the present day. 

The Bachelder Fork faetory in Wallingt'ord stands unrival- 
ed in the county or Stnte, the superiority of tbeir work insur- 
ing a market for their products even in the old world. 

It has proved a difficult task to call to mind the names of 
the early merchants in the principal eastern towns of the coun- 
ty, and the writer is indebted to the kindness of others to aid 
him. In Brandon there were Capt. Simonds, William Ani- 
hler, Doet Thorndike, (lideon Horton, Penuel Childs, Silas 
R. Deming, Josiah I'arnienter, Rufus Harris, l\oger Fuller, 
John ('onant, .John Couunt Si Sons, Matthew W . Bircbard, 
I. tM: F. Jackson. 

in Fittsford among the early merchants were (ieorge Wal- 
ton, S. cSb F. Avery, Sturges PciiHcld, Gilbert Evans, Sam- 
uel Gordan <& Son, Thomas Tiiiany, Isaac Hayden, Granger 
Ss Sons, I. Simonds & Co., Addison Buck, and others later. 

The prominent early merchants of Rutland, with some 
omissions, perhaps, were as follows : Jonathan Wells, James 
D. Butler, Thomas Hooker, George T. Hodges, Frederick Ful- 
ler, Francis Slason, Daniel (^hapman, James Barrett, IJen J)ix, 
G. W. cSc L. Daniels, Daniels liell. 

Flisha Smith was one of Clarendon's merchants as early as 
1773, followed by John iJobbins, Caleb Hall, W. S. W. 
Hodges, and Joseph Button. ^Ir. Robbius removed to VN'al- 
lingford in 17^8. 

Martin Cavenagh, Ebenezer Towner, Manley Hall, Joel 
Hill, William Fox and £liakim Johnson were the early mer- 
chants and business men of Wallingford. The few names I 
have found in Danby are Nathan Lapam, Hosea Williams, 
and James McDaniels, who was blind for muny years before 
his death, taking little of his hoarded wealth with him at the 
last. 
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Shrewsbury and Mount Holly, both virtually mountain 
towns, had their merchants. The former was in the early days 
traversed over the hill past the store and tavern of Stephen 

(iloasoii, ji .successful pioneer — Finney iS!: Ilod«^es, W illiuni 
Marsh and »lohn l)^K•l\nl;t^l^•l• tollowini,^ after — while in Mount 
Holly Nathan T. SpraiiUi-, Sanmel lleniinway and Ilartnell 
i3ent were the only early mercbanlH the writer can call to mind. 

I )istini^uishecl amon*^ the early merchants was James D. 
Butler, of Kutland. ' Previous to 1820 the merchants of the 
County were generally small dealers, and the wiping out of 
the early manufacturing interests is the marked feature of the 
industries of the County, i$upplomented fortunately with 
others of greater magnitude^ but more centrally located. 

Ill health having prevente<l ( Jeorirc W. ( 'liaplin, lvs((., of 
Kiitlaiul tVoiii t'nrnishing an arti(;le on h'eininiscences of the 
okicn tinjos," the next thing on the programme was the "lliisi- 
tory of Castleton Medical ( "ollege," to which was ;»])pended a 
history of the medical and scientific studies of the County, by 
J. AI. Currier, M. D., of Castleton. Following aro the arti- 
cles last mentioned : 

HISTORY OF THE CASTLETON MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

BY JOIIN M. GURUIER, M. 1>., CASTLETON, VKKMONT. 

. This institution was first chartered by the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Vermont, October 29, 1818. 

"AN ACT INCOlU^OlixVTlNG THE CASTLETON MED- 
ICAL ACADEMY.'* 

Si:("ri()\ 1 . "7^ ia hereby enacted by the General j:ls8eiiiUy of 
the JStale of Vermont, 

That there be, and hereby is, granted, constituted and estab- 
lished, a medical Academy in the town of Castleton, in this 
State ; and that Selah Gridley and Theodore Woodward, of 
said Castleton« and their associates, hereby are constituted a 
body politic and corporate, for the purposes of instructing in 
the scieuce of phytic, surgery, chemistry, and all the dill'er- 
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ent branches of science connected with the healing art, to be 
disting'uished and known by the name of The Corporation of 

Oastlcton Medical Academy ; and that by said name they, the 
said Selah (Jridley and Theodore Woodward, their as.sooiates 
and successors, are h<M'('hy invested witli all the powers of 
waking and alteriiii^ tlu'ir own hy-hiws and legulations, not 
repugnant to the laws of this State ; of taking and holding 
by gift, purchase or devise, any real or personal estate, and 
of selling the same ; of appointing and removing instructors ; 
of suing and being sued ; and of doing all those acts that the 
good of said corporation may require, for the purposes for 
which the same is created ^ said corporation may have a com> 
mon seal, and the same alter and change at pleasure. 

8k< TioN 2. And it is hereby furUitr oKK /t'd, 

That a quorum of said corporation, to do any business, 

shall consist of at least two-thirds of the whole number of 

the memliers of said corporation. 

Section 3. yf?jc? if is hereby farther enactedj 

That the Hrst meeting of said corporation shall )>e holden 
at the place where the medical school is now kept, in said Cas- 
tleton, on the first Monday of December next." 

Agreeably to the above act, the corporation met and organ- 
ized on the 7th day of December, 1818, in a building where 
now (1881) stands the dnig store of Dr. J. N. Northrop, in 
Ciistleton, immediately east ol" tlie lot on which stands the 
town hall. Selah (Jridley was made i)resident, Theodore 
A\'oodward vice president, and Thomas 1*. Matthews secre- 
tary. ^ 

The corporation provided for one course of medical lectures 
annually, of eight to twelve weeks ; and three reading terms 
of twelve weeks each. Selah Gridley wtis assigned to the 
chair of theory and practice and Materia Medica ; Theodore 
Woodward to that of Surgery and Obstetrics ; and Thomas 
P. S. Matthews to that of Anatomy, Physiology and Chemis- 
try. 

October 27, 18iy, the General Assembly of ihc State of 
Vermont pa^ised 
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"AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN AOT ENTriLKD 
*AN ACT TO INCOUrOKATE THE CASTLETON 
'MEDICAL ACADEMY.' 

Whki:kas, T( appears that H(» jxtwcr has Itocii iriven hy tlio 
act at'on'said to confer any honors or (l('«rr('Os upon .stiulcutii 
making laudihle proHeioncy in tho didercut branches of sci- 
ence connected with the healing ai*t ; 

TifEKKFou?:, It is het^by enacted by the General Assembly of 

the iHflafe of Vermont, 

That the president, with the eonsent of the |>rofessors of 
said aciideniy, shall have power to give and confer tliose lion- 
ors and degrees as are usually given in sudi niedii-al institu- 
tions, upon the students of said academy as they shall think 
worthy thereof.'* 

Notwithstanding the academy having full power to confer 
degrees, yet they were conferred under the auspices of Mid- 
dlebury College up to and including the year 1827, when tiie 
conneetion ceased, 'i'lie catalogue of the medical school and of 
the college were issued < (injoiiit i\\ 

\\\ an act of the (i<'ncrai Asscnihly of the State of Ver- 
mont, passed November 7, 1^22, the corporation of tlie Cas- 
tleton Metlical Academy was changed to the curporatiou of 
Veiiuont Academy of Medicine. The following is the en- 
tire act : 

**U %8 herdiy enaded by ihe Oeneral Assembly cf ike Slate qf 
Vermont, 

That after the passing of this act, tho corporation oi' Cas- 
th'ton Medical Aca<lcmy shall Ik' known and dc-^ignatcd by 
the nauK' of the corporation of X cruiont Academy of Medi- 
cine ; and by that name shall have, hold, and enjoy, all the 
prppeily, rights, benetits, privilege s, immunities, powers, and 
capacities which are, or may be, held, exercised, or enjoyed, 
by said corporation by the name of Castleton Medical Acad- 
emy." 

Again the name of this institution was changed to Castleton 
Medical College, by an act of the General Assembly of the 
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State of Vermont, passed November 1, 1841. The act is 
copied in full. 

is hereby enacted by the Gtnieral Assembly of the SiaUe of 
VermoTdt as tullows : 

SKcnoN 1. The corporation of the Vermont Academy of 
Medicine shall hereafter lie known and designated hy the name 
of the corporation of the Castleton Medical Colle<^e, and by 
that name shall have, hold nnd onjoy all the i>i()|)erty, rights, 
benetits, privilej^es, iininuiiit ies, ])()\vers and <'{ipaeities, whieh 
ar<' or may Jm' licld, exercised and ('njoycd hy the said coi por- 
alion h\ the name ot* the N'ermont Aeademv <>i' Medicine. 

iSkctio.n 2. This act shall take ctfcct from and after its 
passairo." 

The first course of mcdieal lectures was delivei'ed during 
the winter of 1818-19 ; the last course was delivered in the 
spring of 1861. There were no* lectures delivered in 1838 
and 1839. Up to and including the year 1834, there was on- 
ly one course of lectu'i'es annually. In 1835-6-7 there were • 
two coui"RCfl each year. Tn 1M4() an<l 1841 there was only one 
eonrsc each year : l^<42 to l.sr>ll, inclnsi\e, there were two 
animal coiirsi's, spiimr and fall. Tn ISJIO and liyiii there was i 
only one cour.se delivered in euch year. ^ 

MBMBER8 OF THE CORPORATION. 

Selah Grtdlkv, M. D.y was one of the original incorpor- 
. ators ; resii>ned in IS 25. 

Thkodouk Wo(H)\VAiM», ^T. 1)., one of the ori<xinalincor- 
porators, and eontinued to he until his d<'ulh, in 1^540. 
T. P. Mathews, A. M., from 1811» to 1.S20. 
Hon. C. Langdon, A. M., from 1819 to 1830. 
Rrv. £liiiu Sbuth, from 1819 to 1831. 
Leonard £. Lathrop, A. B., from 1819 to 1829. 
John Meacham, from 1819 to 1839. 
John Goodwin, from 1819 to 1825. * 
James Adams, Esq., from 1819 till 1854. 
Hon. Ztmri ITowe, A. M., from 1819 to the close. 
T. r. Batch KLDEJt, A. M., M. D., from 1819 till his resig- 
natioD, in 1622. 
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JoSBF& A. G-ALLDF, A. M., M. D., from 1820 till bis res- 
ignation, in 1824. 

Amos Eaton, A. M., from 1820 to 1822. 

Jonathan A. Allen, M. D., from 1822 until bis removal, 
in 1.S29. 

William Axdkkson, M. D., IVoni 1S23 to 1824. 
liEV. Ethan Smith, tVoin 1823 to 1827. 
Hon. C. K. Williams, A. M., from 182:5 to Ibao. 
Hknry Howe, A. M., from 1.S25 to 1827. 
William Tullt, A. M., M. D., from 1827 to 1839. 
Benjamin F. Langdon, A. M., from 1828 to the close. 
Joseph Perkins, M. D., from 1829 till his resignation, in 
January, 1857. 

Selah H. Mbsrill, a. M., from 1830 to, his death, in 

I8;ji). 

Samitkl Moultox, Es<^., from 1S;')() lo IS.')*). 

Orlando N. Dana, from is.^Oto his rcsiii^iinlion, in 1839. 

Jonathan Don Woodns akd, iM. D., 1839 to the close. 
* Chester Si'enceu, from 1S39 to the close. 

A run a W. Hyde, from 1838 to the close; 

M. G. Lanodon, Esq., from 1838 to 1854.* 

EzEKiRL Buel, Esq., from 1830 to his resignation, in 
1838. 

Oliver R. Harris, from 1838 to his death, in 1860. 
'Timothy W. Rioe, from 1838 to his resignation, in 1841. 

Israel Davey, from 1838 to his resignation, in 1846. 

Isaac T. Wijicht, from 1839 to his rcsitrnntion, in 18.')7. 

Dk. Hokac i<: (iiJEEN, from 1839 to his rcsiicnation, in 1841. 

Jamks McClin tock, from 18 11 to December 30, 1843, 
when the Corporation by vote declared his connection with 
the Institution severed. 

£. S. Carr, from 1842 to his resignation, in 1853. 

MiDDLETON Goldsmith, from 1845 to his resignation, in 
1857. 

Dr. William Swbetzer, from 1852 to his resignation, in 
1860. 

0. L. Ford, from 1852 to his resignation, in February, 
1862. 
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M08E8 Jaokman, from 1850 to the close. 

A. G. W. Smith, from 1852 to 1858. 

B. F. Adams, from 1854 to th^ close. 

Dr. a. T. Woodward, from 1854 to his resignation in Sep- 
•tember, 1860. 

Fekhani) Parker, from 1857 to the close. 

WiLLAUD CiiiLDS, M. D., froiii 1857 to his resignation, in 
1858. 

C. M. WiLLAKD, from 1858 to the close. 
Carlos S. Siieiiman, from 1858 to the close. 
Ciiai:lbs Sheldon, from 1860 to the close. 
Dk. CHAiti:.B8 L. Allen, from 1860 to the close. 

PRESIDENTS OF THE CORPORATION. 

^ Selah Gbidley, from December 7, 1818, to December 6, 
1819. 

J. P. Batohelder, from December 6, 1819, to December 
10, 1820. 

Joseph A. Gallup, from December 10, 1820, to Deoem- 
Iier 20, 1824. 

CiiAUNcv Langdon, from December 20, 182G, to Decem- 
ber 18, 1.S27. 

William Tully, from December 18, 1827, to November 
14, 1837. 

. .ToHN Me AriTAM, from Nov. 14, 1837, to Ararch 27, 1838. 

William Tullbt, from March 27, 1838, to Oct. 4, 
1839. 

Dr. Horace Green, from* October 4, 1839, to August 30, 
1841. 

Dr. Jambs McClintock, from August 30, 1841, to his re- 
moval by the corporation, December 30, 1843. 

rIosEPH 1*E]{KLNS, from August 30, 1843, to February 25, 
1857. 

IVfiDDLETON Goldsmith, from February 25, 1857, to No- 
vember 14, 1857. 

WiLLARD Childs, from November 14, 1857, to May 28, 
1858. 

Chester Spencer, from May 28, 1858, to the close. 
4 



Digitized by Google 



60 



OKNTENNIAL CBLEBRATION OF THB 



8BORETARIE8 OF THE CORPORATION. 

Thomas P. Matthews, from December 7, 181b, to Maixsh 
4, 1819. 

Theodore Woodward, from March 4, 1619, to December 
18, 1821. 

ZiMRi Howe, from December 18, 1821, to November 21, 
1832. 

B. F. Lanodon, from November 21, 1832, to November 25, 
1834. 

S. H. Merrill, from November 25, 1834, to November 
14, 18.37. 

(). N. Dana, fipom November 14, 1837, to December 2, 
1839. 

T. W. KicE, tVoin Dcceiuber 2. 1839, to October n, 1841. 
I. Davey, from October 1841, to November 2U, 1844. 
£. S. Carr, from November 20, 1844, to November 21, 
1854. 

A. T. Woodward, from November 21, 1854, to May 7, 
1857. 

B. F. Adams, from May 7, 1857 to the dose. 

XEDIOAIi FACULTT. 

Selah (tKIDLET, ))r()fessor of iheoryaiid jiractice of medicine 
and Materia Medica from 1818 to 1820, and medical jm-ispru- 
dence in 1820. 

Theodore Woodwahd, professor of surgery and ()]>stetric8, 
and diseases of women and children from 1818 to 1839. 

L. Leronte Cazier, A. M., professor of chemistry, anato- 
my and physiology from 1818 to 1^19. 

Thomas P. Matthews, A. M., professor of chemistry and 
anatomy from 1819 to 1820. 

John P. Batchelder, M. D., Professor of Anatomy and 
Physiolo^ 1819 to 1821. 

Amos Eaton, Professor of Botany, Chemistry and Natural 
Philosopiiy from 1820 to 182.'). 

Jose I'll A. (^ALLur, Professor of Theory and Practice and 
Materia Medica, from 1820 to 1823. 
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William Astderbos, Ptofessor of Anatomj and Physiolo- 
gy from 1822 to 1824. 
Jonathan A. Allen, Professor of Materia Medica and 

Phariiiacv from 1822 to 1829. 

William Tully, M. D., Professor of Theory and Prac- 
tice of Medicine from 1824 to 18.'i9. 

Alden March, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology' from 

1825 to 1834. 

Lewis C. Bbck, Professor of Botany and Chemistry from 

1826 to 1832. 

Amos Eaton, Professor of Natural Philosophy from 1826 * 
to 1828. 

Solomon Foote, Professor of Natural Philosophy from 
1828 to 1833. 

JoiFN D*WoLF, Professor of Chemistry and Natural Phi- 
losoi)hy from 1833 to 1839. 

James II. Aumsby, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology 
from 1835 to 1839. 

Horace (tkekn, Professor of Theory and Practice of Phys- 
ics, from 1839 to 184 1 . 

JosEFR Perkins, Professor of Materia Medica and Ob- 
stetrics, from 1839 to 1857. 

James Hadley, Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy, 
from 1839 to 1841. 

KoBERT Nelson, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, 
from 1839 to 1840. 

James Buy an. Professor of Surgery and Medical Jurispru- 
dence, from 183!l to 1841. 

James McClintock, Professor of General, Special and 
Surgical Antitomy, from 1841 to 1843. 

Frank H. Hamilton, Professor of Principles and Practice 
of Surfrery, from 1841 to 1842. 

C. L. Mitchell, Professor of Physiology, General Pa- 
thology and Operative Obstetrics, from 18il to 1845. 

David M. Reese, Professor of Theory and Practice of 
Medicine, from 1841 to 1843. 

William G. Wallace, Professor of Opthalmic Anatomy 
and Surgery, from 1841 to 1842. 
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William Mather, Professor of Chemistiy and Pharmacy, 
in 1841. 

William P. Bussbll, Professor of Medical JuriBpmdence, 
in 1842. 

Alfred 0. Post, Professor of Opthalmic Anatomy and 

Surgery from 1842 to 1843. 

Ezi:a S. Cai:k, ProfV'ssor of C'licini.stry, Natural History, 
and IMivsioloirv, from 1.S42 to 1S'»;;. 

Samuel 1*aukman, Profi ssor, of Descriptive and Surgical 
Anatomy irom 1843 to 1845. 

MiDDLETON GoLDSMiTU, Profcssor of thc Principles and 
Practice of Surgery from 1845 to 1857. 

Thomas M. Mai^oe, Professor of Descriptive and Surgi- 
cal Anatomy from 1846 to 1849. 

Solomon Foote, Professor of Medical Jurisprudence from 
1844 to 1846. 

C. L. Ford, Professor of Auatoiuy and Physiology from 
1849 to 1800. 

William C KiTTKirxiE, Professor of Medical Jurispru- 
pence from 18 1(» to 18.')S. 

Geokge Hadlkv, Professor of Chemistry and Natui-al His- 
tory from i s,').') to 1855. 

Adrian T. Woodward, Professor of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women and Children, from 1856 to 1860. 

Albert Smith, Professor of Materia Medica and Thera- 
peutics, in 1857. 

William P. Seymour, Professor of Materia Medica, from 
1857 to tlie close. 

E. C. Saabokn, Professor of Surgery, from 1857 to the 
close. 

P. PiNEO, Professor of Medical Jurisprudence, from 1851) 
to the close. 

P. D. BiiADFOHD, Professor of Physiology and Pathology, 
from 1859 to the close. 

Charles L. Allen, Professor of Chemistry and Natural 
History in 1855 and 1856. 

George Hadlet, Profeissor of Chemistry and Natural His- 
tory, from 1856 to tiie close. 
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Charles L. Allen, Professor of Theory and Practice of 

Medicine, from 1860 to the close. 

WiLi.iA.M SwEKTSEu, Profcsssor of Theory uud Practice of 
Medicine, from 1843 to I80O. 

Half Gdwduy, profebsor of Medical Jurisprudence, from 
i6'd'J u> 1843. ' 

PRESIDENTS OF THE FACULIT. 

Sklaii Guidlev, from 1818 to 181l). 
John 1*. Batchkldkk, t'loni IN 111 to 1S20. 
Joseph A. (iallup, from 1820 to 1824. 
William Tully, from 1824 to 1830. 
Horace Greex, from 1840 to 1841. 
James McClintock, from 1141 to 1843. 
Joseph Perkins, from 1843 to 1857. 
C. L. Ford, in 1857. 
William Sweetzbr, from 1857 to 1860. 
Chas. L. Allen, from 1860 to the close. 

REGISTRARS OP THE lACLLTY. 

Thomas P. Matthews, from 1818 to 1819. 
Theodore Woodward, from 1819 to 1839. 
Joseph Perkins, from 1840 to 1842. 

E. S. Carr, from 1842 to 1843. 

(_rE()K<;E Hadley, in 1851. 

The Dean of the faculty acted as Kegistrar fom 1854 to 
1856. 

A. T. Woodward, from 1856 to 1860. 

Since 1860 no minutes of the faculty were kept. 
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MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES OF 

RUTLAND COUNTY. 

BT JOHN M. GUBRIBR, M. D., OP CA8TLETON, VERMONT. 
THE RTTTLAND COTTNTT MEDICAL AND SURGICAL* SOCIETY. 

This society wasorganized in Febraary, 1877, at Oastleton. 
Dr. J. D. Hanrahan, of ButUnd, was the first President : Dr. 
A. T. Woodward, of Brandon, was elected President in July , 
1877, and re-elected in 1878 : Dr. H. B. Jones, of Benson, 
was elected President in July, 1879 : Dr. L. D. Ross, of Poult- 
ney, was elected President in July, 1880. Dr. John M. Cur- 
rier, of Castloton, was elected Secreturv when the society was 
oriranized, and re-elected everv year until 18.s(| when Dr. E. 
J). Ellis, of l\)ultney, was chosen to the ofHce. The meet- 
ings of the society are held every three month«», in the several 
towns of the county. The society has lieen constantly grow- 
ing in members and usefulness since its organization. The 
annual meeting is usually held at Hydeville in July — and af- 
ter the exercises of the day the members make an excursion 
to the Island and to other resorts on Lake Bomoseen. 

OASTLETON MEDICAL S0CIET7. 

This society was organized December 21, 1811), by the stu- 
dents of Oastleton Medical Academy. They met every even- 
ing during the session of medical lectures. One of the mem- 
bers was appointed to lecture at 6 o'clock in the evening. 
The professors of the Academy were Honorary Members. 
January 4, 1821, they passed a resolution to buy a cabinet for 
the purpose of commencin<j a collection of specimens of Nat- 
ural 'History, and having- a place to store them. It seems 
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that tliis was the coininenceiiient ot* the hivixa Ciibiiiet of Cas- 
tIetoM Medical C(>lle<ife. N. Fames was the tirst President 
aod A. Kellogg the tirst Secretary. It contiaued in active 
operutioii two years. The following note was appended to 
the tecordb of the society : 

"Thus die«i the CastU'ton Medical Society — It hius been of i^niat bi-nefit 
to itti meuibers ami oiigbt have continued so coeval with the Medical In- 
stitution, bad not private jealousy preyed upon its members and expelled 
the spirit of constitation. Sic transit gloria nutndL J. Pbrkins,** 

CA8TLETON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL CLIMC. 

This or<ranization was made by the physicians of Castleton 
and vicinity for the pur|)()se of furriishin<j: to poor people 
medical advice and surufical assistance free. Mcetinjrs were 
held on the first and tliird >rondays of each month at 2 o'clock 
F. M., ut the offices of the different members. Special meet- 
ings were held at other times when occasion required it. 

This clinic was organhsed in Angust, 1879. Dr. J. N. Nor- 
throp has held the office of President, and Dr. John M. Cur- 
rier the office of Secretary, since its or<j;^anization. The dis- 
cussion of medical subjects wa5 a great advantage to the 
members of the or«;anizatiun, while it served to create more 
fraternal feeling among them. Such cases in surgery as are 
usually sent to the cities for treatment are enabled to receiye 
assistance at home at a small outlay, without incurring any 
risk in traveling. 

THE SOGIETr OF ALUMNI 07 CASTLETON KEDIOAL COLLEGE. 

This society was oiganized June 6, 1843. The annual 
meeting was held on the last day of the spring session ; the 
semi-annual meeting on the last day of the autumnal session. 

The first officers were Joseph Perkins, President, Josiah N. 

Northrop, Secretary, Egbert Jainieson, Treasurer. This so- 
ciety continued in active operation until the school was dis' 
continued in 16ti2. 
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GA8TLBT027 NORMAL SCHOOL SGIENTIFIG CLUB, GA8TLKT0N. 

This society was organized September (>, 1870, for the pur- 
pose of cultivating a taste for science and dis^etninatin^ sci- 
entific knowledge among the people. Dr. J. N. Northrop 
was president in 1876, 1877, 1878 and 1879. Dr. James 
Sanford was president in 1879, 1880 and 1881. Dr. John 
M. Currier was elected Secretary when the society was organ- 
ized, and has held it to the present time. The proceedings 
were tirst piihli.sluMl in the Rntlaiul Ddilij (riohe, and after- 
wards ill the Rutland Ilei aUl and (jh>l»:. The incctini^s were 
held as often as the principal othcers thought proper. 

Next in order was the followinu: article on "Ivailio.ids and 
Rutland County," prepared by lion. George A. Merrill of 
iiutlaud : 
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RAILROADS, AND RUTLAND COUNTY. 



BY GEORGE A. MERRILL. 

December 17, 1849, saw for the laat time the greiit stage 
line between Burlington and Bellows Falls pass along roads 
where the smart whip and his trappy team of Moigans had so 
long held herald's sway, and been the ideal worship of lad and 
lass of every village throiisrh which it passed ; and with its de- 
parture went out thv li<xlit and ciieer of the uM-tiinc tavern, 
wliose landlords and landladies even now'couie back to 
memory with hone.st, warm hearted ureetini^s. 

Out of these enterprises grew such men as Chester ^\' . (Jha- 
pin and Genery Twitehell in Massachusetts, Kobert Morse 
and B. P. Cheney in New Hampshire, Mahlon Cottrill, Otis 
Bardwell, £. Foster Cooke and William M. Field in Ver- 
montt who when their specialty was absorbed by railroad tran- 
sit took up analagoas work, ander the new order of things, 
and became Presidents of railroads, express companies, 
builders of cars, and proprietors of palatial hotels, all with 
marked success. 

The same enteri)rise in })ianning, the same energy in })nr- 
8uit,the same skill in execution, which inaugurated aiid form- 
ed the mammoth stage lim; between the seaboard and our in- 
land towns, was equally successful in constructlpg, equipping 
and managing railroads. 

Nor let us forget, greater than all to our then young eyes, 
the Stage driver, a race of men not always of the highest 
type, yet possessed of rare conversaUonal powers and ready 
wit, whose contact with chance passengers, and the provin- 
cialisms of different localities along their route, developed a 
cosmopolitan thought which, with native common sense, cre- 
ated in them a phenumeual class, alike useful and popular 
with all. 
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In less than half a century after Trcvithick took out his 
"lirst patenl for a(l()j)tiiag a Steam Engine to move upon a 
road," and in less than a quarter of a century when the first 
railroad for general traffic was completed in England, the ac- 
tual system of railroads was inaugurated in Rutland county, 
by the opening of the Rutland and Burlington Railroad, De- 
cember 18, 1849. 

Its first Board of Directors, elected July 3, 1845, were Tim- 
othy Follett, President, Saniiu l IJarker, Ira Stewart , Charles 
Jjinsley, John A. C'onant, ( 'liesler ( iranger, Geo. T. Hodges, 
William llem-y and Ilenrv N. Fullerton. At the ni?xt election 
Barker, Stewart and Henry N. Fullerton retired, and Samuel P. 
Strong, William Nash and Henry X. Fullerton were elected, 
as also John Elliot of Keene, \. II., Suuiucl Dana and Sam- 
uel Uenshaw of Boston, making the number thirteen. Again 
January 13, 1847, Paris Fletcher was elected in place of Wil- 
liam Nash, and Nathan Rice, John Howe and Benjamin T. 
Read, in lieu of Dana, Gray and Henshaw. 

These were the projectors, and upon these men — who gave 
thought, time, money, to the exhaustion and wreck of physi- 
cal and mental health, sadly in the case of Mr. Follett, — de- 
volved the struggles, discouragement, risk of j)rivate foilune 
and reputation, as upon George W. Strong and others, in the 
Westem, and Governors Paine and I'airhaiiks in the Eastern 
part of the State, until finally that which was at first only a 
courageous thought expanded and grew until, all obstacles over- 
come, they had their reward in success, leaving behiiid them 
memorials lasting as the orientaFs, 

*'I pray tbee then. 
Write me as one who loves bis fellow men. 

And 1o! Ben Adbem^s name led all the rest.** 
Two other roads, the Rutland and Washington and the Rut- 
land and Whitehall, ran a short distance in Rutland County, 

thence connect ing with New York and Western lines, thus 
bringing its towns and jte()i)le into dose neighliorhood with 
the great cereal growing States of tiie West, and with the sea- 
board at Boston and Long Island iSouod in the East. 
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Tn 1 <S4!) a journey a( i u>s our coiit inent consumed six months, 
the locomotion t liiotly mule j)ovver, requiring luuiisJi persist- 
ence and strong bodies, to endure the long march over uncer- 
tain trails. To-day the journey from the Green Mountains 
in Vermont to the Golden Gate on the Pacific is accomplish- 
ed in nine days, in the conventional Palace Car, furnished with 
luxuries exceptional to home, and which had it been told by 
the unknown author of Arabian Nights would have amused, 
but no more been believed than the story of the Forty Tlueves. 

An English writer says "the human lot never alters in the 
main headings of it* history — hunger and lahor, seed time and 
harvest, love and death." True: hut liiis not human progress, 
so ameliorated these disi-iplines of htc thai we call iiunger an 
incentive to healtliy labor, seed time the joyous ho[)c for the 
harvest, and love the essence of a peaceful dissolution? 

For this to the medieval age was given the Magnetic Needle, 
converting the hitherto pathless and unstable waters into a 
highway on which nautical science has mapped unvarying 
lines tor the sure guidance of the mariner. 

For this the fifteenth century was given the invention of 
printing, and to our century has come the crowning glory of 
both the application of steam to locomotion, navigation and 
mechanisiu, where before was intVctjUcnt interchangt; and im- 
perfect symp:ithy : now by this tri[)le power the nations are 
becoming bound in compassionate brotherhood. In the com- 
pletion of the 100 years your society celebrates, the greatest 
changes, socially, commercially and in the arts and sciences, 
I think it may be tairly said are due to the railroads of the 
world, of which those in our own country nitming through 
Rutland County are a part. 

Prof. Butler said, in his address at the Centennial of Rut- 
land, in 1869, ** Steam will carry Christendom — and that as 
( hristianizin^ conqueror — through and through the Moslem 
world," revt'aling to us from his observation in exlcnsive 
travels the civili/ing power of Ivailroads. Men there are 
who decry tlu'iu, because of the loss of a tirst or subs('i|ucnt 
investment, ignorant or forgetful of the statistical fact that 
notwithstanding individual losses, the actual increase in the 
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world's wealth annually is not less than ten per cent, upon 
the cost of construction. 

Shrewdness and painstaking care is the pride and l)oast of 
our peoi>le — all they touch uuist pay — and in so far as this 
spirit cultivates economy and thrift, or insjHrea habits of in- 
dustry, it is well ; but there is that which is more than meat, 
and the body is more than raiment," and bo the multifitriouB 
application of steam to the scientific working of .iron, to 
mechanics, to engineering, to our commercial relations, and 
from material to sestiietic life there has come to us in the last 
half of our first century, the marked epoch in the world's 
liisiorv, which l>rin*;s distant points into near nei<»:hl»orliood, 
broadening minds once itoiinded l>y local influences, or inten- 
sified l)V individual idiosyncraeies, into a (luickened and larj^er 
measure of thought and purpose, and the whole boundless 
univei*sc is ours ! 

"First the blade, then the ear, after that the full com in the 
ear." Thus in the early settlement of our country, first the 
indistinct trail and bridle-path, the forest trees chipped along 
its line to guide the settler, afoot or horseback ; a generation 
later was built the carriage road, then followed the stage line, 
and after that the steam oar. 

The projectors builded better than they knew, for in the 
end there will come out of it — railroads the prime instru- 
ment — not only and primarily |)rogress in and dcvclo[)ment 
of the world's wealth, but retinement in the arts and learning, 
"peaee and good will to men.'' 

We turn our eyes upon the old century, carrying with us, 
and grafting upon, as we step into the new, the good We have 
gained, with faith bom of its experiences, its invention and 
advancement, that within the cycle of the next hundred years 
** there shall be no speech nor language where their voice is 
not heard," and the fulfillment of that grand civilizing in- 
fluence, "their line is gone out through all the earth, and 
their words to the end of the world." 

J. E. White, of Wallingford, was next introduced, and 
gave some facts concerning the early history of Wallingford. 
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After a brief spaoe devoted to the ezplaiuition of some of the 
relics on exhibition, the afternoon seasion was closed, and a 
recess taken uQtil evening. 



Evening, 7 o'clock. 

L 

In the evening there was even a greater attendance than in 
the afternoon, the hucge Town Hall being completely filled. 
The platform was occupied by a number of prominent gentle- 
men of local and national reputation. Judge Dorr again pre- 
sided. After music by the band, the following letter of 
reject from Rev. James D. Butler, LL. D., ii native of Rut- 
land, Vt., now of Madison, Wis., was read by L. W. Jied- 
ington : 

PROF. JAMES DAVI£ BUTLER'S LETTER. 

Madison, Wi8., February 14, 1881. 

To the Children of Rutland County, Met, to Celebrate its Hun- 
dredth Birthday: 

Congratulations I cannot £ul to send you, mingled with 
regrets that I cannot be with you in person as well as by paper 
and ink. On hearing of your approaching centenary, one of 
my first thoughts was, what is Rutland County? It cannot 
be considered the marble still lyin<^ in quarries there, any 
more than that whieh has been seattered all over the cont iiu iil. 
Nor can I a-ssociatc the (/ounty with minerals, or any sort of 
material things, so much as with men. Men make history, 
and for men history is made. Men, too, who had their birth, 
physical or mental, in any local itj-, have a sort of vital union 
with it when no longer hemmed in by its territorial lines, and 
however far they may adventure abroad. The stream will 
smack of the fountain. The theme, therefore, uppermost in 
my thoughts for centennial consideration is Rutland County 
ouiside of iMft extra-territorial Rutlanders. 

These outsiders are more multitndinous than any one unused 
to census studies will believe. Tjk 1870, the native Vermoul- 
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crs then within the State were 243,272, those in other States 
were well-nigh three-fourths as many, namely 176,751. Add 
to these outsiders those then in Canada or beyond the seas, 
and the percentage of Yermonters abroad in comparison with 
those at home will be still larger. Nor have we yet reckoned 
all the Ratland absentees. How many bom in that Counfj, 
though they had not left the State, were then residing in other 
Counties of Vermont ? 

But the Rutland ins and outs nmst l)e wcii^lied as well as 
counted. Who were the outsiders? Usuully people in their 
best years. Few of them had gone west merely to start a 
grave3rard. Who were the insiders? Oftentimes those too 
young or too old to emigrate, those robbed finom the cradle 
and the grave, like Southern soldiers when the Bebellion 
stood on its last legs. Ten years have wrought no change. 
Half the vitality, the life-force, of Rutland County is now, 
even as then, at work beyond its borders. 

Who are these outlanders? — ^what manner of men? Some 
portion of them, it must be confessed, are of the class who 
leave their country for their country's good. Every mother 
country unfortunately bears children to whom, when they say, 
** We must take leave of you," her answer is, ''There is noth- 
ing you can take from me that I would so willingly part 
withal." The worst is that such prodigals seldom abscond 
without cai rvinir oH" with llieiu sonietliiuij: which thcv have no 
business to take. But, if 1 niav iudure Kutland Count v by 
Windsor, a good many who turiK'<l tlieir backs upon it have 
made amends for whatever stealings they took, l»y taking 
themselves otf. In Spooner's Vermont Journal <»r 17U8, one 
cent reward is ofiered for the return of £nos Call, described 
as "a saucy and conceited indented boy.** Two beechnuts are 
ofiered for another runaway, doubtless one on whose back the 
Green Mountain beech-se^.! had been applied in vain. The 
bounty tendered for another fugitive is six})ence, and ten dol- 
lars for Stephen Pike, a deserting soldier. Only half that 
sum is the inducement to recover a mare and Avatch, supposed 
to be stolen rather than to have strayed. Wives are adver- 
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tised as forsaking bed and board, but no reward is promised 
for returning them. 

Who can fail to reclvon it among the blessings of Rutland 
County, that chaff of this sort began so early to be sifted from 
the good seed that was there sown in the wilderness? O I 
that tares had been aU plucked out of its soil ! Then, when 
you say, **They went out from us because they were not of 
us,** nobody could charge you with Pharisaic sanctimony. 
But refuse has its uses. There is some soul of goodness in 
things evil. Some whose leaving was a good riddance to the 
Coiinlv, enterinira new land, turned over a new leaf. Chanufc 
of pasture fattens ealves ; so new surroundings, new opportu- 
nities, new hopes, liave made new men of vagabonds. They 
escaped from themselves, from their old indolence, their un- 
thrift, their dissipations. They aspired to a higher plane of 
labor and of living, and they often reached it. **Rise and 
walk," said the apostle to the lame man. The genius of emi- 
gration wrought as great a miracle when it bade some of your 
good-for-nothings "walk and rise !" 

You who to-day dwell at the foot of Killington have lieard 
with a surprise, sometimes glad and sonietimes envious, con- 
cerning tlie trium|)hs of your tramjis. Here not counted 
worth the powder that would kill them, they are elsewhere 
riding on the high places of the eai-th in wealth, power and 
honor. When you look at the hole of the pit whence they 
were digged, their transformation doubles your fiedth in mirac- 
ulous conyersions. Blockheads have gained as much as cab- 
bage-heads from transplantation, and their home-sickness has 
pioyed as healthful as sea-sickness has been considered. In 
1850 I attended the jubilee of Middlebuiy College. Many 
alumni were called u\>, and gave an account of themselves. 
At last a man liailing from Illinois, though born in Brandon, 
was asked for his experience. He said : graduated at Mid- 
dlclmrv as well as vou, but not from tlie collcire on the west 
hill. My Alma Mater was the cabinet shop near tht? Court 
House, and I ran away from that institution before completing 
my course." It is enough to add that that Rutland refugee 
was Stephen A. Douglas, for you all know how narrowly he 
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missed haTing to manufiictiiTe a cabinet of the United States. 

Another class of emigrating Rutlanders have been actuated 
by a spirit of adventure. Their principle was that life con- 
sists in motion, and that as animals surpass plants because 

they move more, so men should surpass animals in locomotion. 
The iK'.st Hiiocdote al)out Socrates, as they judged, was that 
when one cauu' into his school and rc|)()rt<'(l the beauty of a 
<'ei tain lady to he Ix'vond descrij)ti<Mi, ho exclaimed, "Then 
\vc must go and let our eyes behold her," and straightway led 
his disciples to make her a call. To these wayward wan- 
derers the world seemed a book of a thousand leaves, of which 
they could read only a single one so long as they lingered in 
native scenes, dully slnggardized at home." So strong was 
this feeling at the era of my boyhood, that many a youngster 
ran away from Rutland village to rival Robinson Crusoe, or 
land ramblers of a similar type. Rolla Green, Eben Knights 
and Israel Smith were instances amonir my school-fellows. 
None of us in the school but despised ourselves because we 
had not pluck enough to follow their example, even after 
pedagogue Pennock had dusted our coats with sprouts from 
an apple tree. Every returned runaway, in the view of us 
home-keepers, 

**IMd bestride the narrow wcwld 
Like a jColoflstiB, and we petty men 
Walked nndesc bis huge and peeped aboat» 
To find onnelTes dishonofable graves.** 

A representative specimen of our Bohemian element was 
Nathan Kumsey, the first merchant, the first miller, and one 
of the first settl(M-s in Hubbardton. No other man in Ver- 
mont, or outside of it , ever wandered West sooner or farther 
than he. He was one of the handful who during four years 
explored the terra incognita of three thousjmd miles and more 
between St. Louis and the mouth of the Oregon. Nearly 
four score years ago, with Lewis and Clark, he was a Colum- 
bus of the trans-continental route, then unknown even to 
Indians, though now the grand highway of the world. The 
perils of this pilgrimage no one can understand without a 
month's study of its hair-breadth 'scapes and scrapes, as daily 
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noted by its chroniclers. Kumsey was a Kutluiider at large 
on the land. The ruling passion of such roainin<r llutlanders 
is well illustrated by an old Kutland anecdote. When a stage 
stopped there one night to water, one of the horses dropped 
down dead. A bystander, laying his hand on the animal's 
neck, cried out, **He is cold already.** Thereupon a Hiber- 
nian passenger remarked, "Why, that is no wonder. The 
poor creature has been dead an hour, but was running so fast 
that lie had no time to tall down till we halted here ;it the 
wateriuii tronufh !" W alter ('olton, son of a Rutland weaver, 
was such a restless rover on the water. Like Douglas, he 
started as an apprentice to a cabinet-maker. Perceiving thut 
he had mistaken his calling, he left the shop for Vale, and 
carried off its first honors. He was soon heard of as a chap- 
lain in the navy, and all over the world was alike at home, as 
a fish is in all oceans. • His books, entitled *'8ea and Sailor,** 
**Deck and Port,*' "Land and Lee,** detailed his voyages and 
visits ftoni Syria to the Sandwich Islands, and from the Golden 
Horn to Cape Horn. But he lost no iota of his Rutland iden- 
tity. Thus, landing in California at the very moment gold 
was discovered, he was the lirst man to send the goKltMi tidings 
east, in a letter to the Philadt^lphia North American. He 
published the tirst newspaper on the l^acilic slope, built the 
first school house thei'e, and served as the first alcade or chief 
justice.. But he shawed himself most truly a chip of the 
Rutland block, because, while editor, school-master and judge, 
he did not himself get rich ! Colton lived a generation before 
me. Thanks to steam, it has been my fortune to out-travel 
him — ^traversing Colorado, Utah, Manitoba, Russia, F)ilestine 
and Egypt, which were hid firom his eyes. 

A considerable number of Hutlanders have left their natal 
soil with no (jther [)ur|)()se tliaii to do good — carrying tidinufs 
of Christian salvation to the ends of the earth. One of these 
good men was I^evi Parsons, th<^ tirst Protestant missionary 
who crusaded to Palestine. His feet stood within the gates 
of Jerusalem in the year 1821. Less known, but equally note- 
worthy, are more home missionaries than I can number, who, 

though in want of all things, have sowed the precious seeds 
5 
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4 

of New England schools, colleges and cliurches, up und down 
the vast valleys of our two continenl.il rivers. 

Another variety of Rutland outsiders are those whom you 
have sent forth on public service. Many of these function- 
aries you ni;i}' well he i)roud of. You sent Jienjanihi Alvord 
to West Poiot, aod be rose from ii cadet to bo Paymaster- 
General. Nor can I pass in silence Solomon Foote, who so 
\on^ stood in the front rank of Senators in Washington, or 
R. C. Mallary, who, from the outset, was a leader in inaugur- 
ating our protective tariff policy. 

"Not like i«Ue ore, 
Rtit iron (lu<r in (■<>ntr:il f^looni. 
Ami herited hot in l)nrnin<; U"M'a. 
An«l (li|)p<;(l in liatiis of liissin;; tears. 
And battered by the shockn of duoni. 
To shape and use.** 

But the rank and file of Kutlanders who have forsakisn the 
mountains amid which their infancy was cradled, have not 
been either fugitives, or romantic rovers, or soul-saving pro\>- 
agandists, or dispatched on public service. Their aim has 
l>een simply to arrive at a better field for the exercise of their 
talents and industry. What they sought, they found ; if 
farmers, wherever land was cheaper, more fertile, easier tilled, 
or in reach of l)ett<'r markets. Sucli I'arms they <;arly souirht, 
and such farms sought them. Thus, in. the Vermont ,)ounial 
of March 7th, 17U8, I tind 20,000 acres of New York lauds, 
far west in Ontario County, advertised by Lemuel (Jhipman, 
a Rutlander who had already lietaken himself thither. Pay- 
ment was to be made by instalments, and those in beef and 
pork. When Perry, in the battle of Lake Erie, discovered 
that his ship was sinking, he lost no time in changing his base, 
transferring his admiral *s flag to a seaworthy vessel. He 
acted in the self-same spirit whi(rh long before had inspired 
Vermont larmers to a new departure. This process has still 
ironc on. A do/.en years aij^o I met Vermont slock raisers 
thriving in the Sandwich Islands. They had rightly Judged 
that the sale of beef could nowhere bo more remunerative 
than among cannibals who, through longing for that meat 
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when they lacked it, had devoured one another. Emigrants 
to prairies that needed no clearing, from the rocks and woods 
around Killington, were no more successful than their fellows 
whose procliyities were to commercial exchanges. Witness 

the prominence of Rutland County men in the annual rc- 
imions of sons of Vermont in Chieatjo. Whether thev iiave 
owed more to Chicago, or Chicago to them, is slill douhlful. 
Isiot alone in Chicago, but in every city and State — yes, be- 
yond all our States, you may truce outcrops of Rutland 
Cotinty, and those for which that single County could not have 
afforded opportunity, more doctors than all your patients, 
more lawyers than all your litigants, more ministers than — I 
had almost said — ^than all your sinners. If pent up in the 
pin-fold where they were bom, they must be Kilkenny cats 
to each other. But, let out, they each find mice enough for 
their claws. I sometimes compare them to Whittington's cat , 
which at home was worth only a sixpence to tan for glove- 
leather, hut which in Morocco sold for a fortune that made 
him Mayor of London. 

The city of my residence was laid out by a son of Rutland, 
Moses M. Strong. The heads of its first white family, Eben 
Peck,' and his wife, Roseline Willard, of Middletown, were 
both from Rutland County. The Congressional Representa- 
tive from my district is a Green Mountain boy. So are both 
our Senators in Washington. In the convention which framed 
the C'Onstitution of Wisconsin, of about a hnndred members, 
eitrhtecn were l)orn in Vermont, that is, seven more than from 
all the other New England States. T know not that Ver- 
monters iiavc fared better in Wisconsin tiian elsewhere. 

The outline 1 have presented of Rutland County in its out- 
side expansion is very imperfect. Nevertheless it constrains 
me to feel that its line has gone out into all the earth, its 
words to the end of the world, and there is nothing hid from 
the heat thereof. Rutland CSounty shows no growth during 
the last decade, except in a single town, and for several decades 
it has shown very little. Seventy years ago its population 
was almost thirty thousand (29,486.) To-day it amounts to 
but little over forty thousand ^41,851).) This fact argues 
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that the County is full. Bat the growth of the world outside, 

in most places to which Rutlanders have resorted, prochiims 
lliat tliere is room cnouirli witliout — ^ample room and verge 
enonicli in the i^reat elsewhere. 

We wanderers from our native (Jounty ^row old and die, 
l)ut our joy is that our mighty luother, time-honored, yet 
with eye undimmed and natural force not al>ated, shall con- 
tinue a hive of nations, a mother of men, a fountain whose 
streams shall gladden the world. Grecian Attica, in the sky- 
line of its mountains, and in Pentelican marbles, wa8 a twin 
sister of Rutland County, while inferior to it alike in extent 
and in fertility. The Athenian youth, however, as they stood 
in the Temple, were tanght to swear that Attiea was bounded 
north i)y barley, soutli by wheat, east by olives, and west by 
vines. 

No less broad than this domain is the true County of Rut- 
land, for the real signiticancc of the Athenian oath was that 
the best prizes in all the world were to i)c the aim of Grecian 
genius and gallantry. The century that has rolled away has 
opened to Rutlanders a home world-wide with its best havings, 
and in centuries to come history will repeat itself. The future 
cannot contradict the past. From Great Britain there has 
come forth a greater Britain, and from Rutland County there 
shall be bom a daughter whom that goodly mother shall rejoice 
to see surpassinir herself. 

Yours in fellowship ol' Kutlatid Couiily n iiiemliranees, 

JAMES DAVIK BUTLER. 

Hon. Henry Clark read sevend othei- letters from those 
who had been askeil to attend the eelebration. Among the 
writers were W. T. Nichols, of Chicago ; George Jones, pro- 
prietor of the New York Times, a native of Ponltney ; Hon. 
S. W. Dorsey, a native of Poultney and an ex-Senator from 
Arkansas ; Hon. Henry Ballard, of Burlington ; Hon. Edwin 
A. Mcrritt, a native of Sudbury and now Collector of the 
port of New York; Hon. Honjamin Alvord, of Washington, 
D. C, a native of Rutland, and K'ev. Dr. Ge#rge lioard- 
man, of Chicago, a native of Castleton. 
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An article written by Hon. 8. M . Dorr, of Rutland, enti- 
tled ^Biographical Sketches of Rutland County Senators,'* 
was next on the i)r()granime. Following is the article : 

c 

RUTLAND COUNTY SENATORS. 



By Senkga M. Dokr. 

Previous to the (Uh ol" Jauuury, the CouimonweHlth 

of Vermont was governed hy a (Tovcrnor, (or Lieutenant 
(iovemor,) (k>uiK>il, and an Assembly of the Representatives 
of the freemen of the same. At a convention held at Mont- 
pelier, at the above mentioned time, constitutional amendments 
were adopted, one of which. Article 3, provides that "The 
supreme legislative power of this State shall hereafter be ex- 
ercised hy a Senate and House of Representatives, which 
shall 1)0 styled the General Assembly of the Jjtate of Ver- 
mont/' 

It is the Senators of Kiitland County, tVom l.s;)() to the 
present time, whose names I am to arrange and present to 
yon for preservation in the archives of your Society. 

in the iirst oiganization of the Senate, Rutland County was 
entitled by her population to three Senators. This number 
she has been continually entitled to until the last apportion- 
ment, when she became entitled to four. It may be remarked 
in passing, that while the whole number of Senators is fixed 
])V the Constitntion at thirty, and every (^ounty is entitled to 
one, the halanee is apportioned among the Counties accordinfif 
to their population. Ilenee the Senat«' l)ecomes really the 
|)opulav hraneh of our T^eirisiature, where the people are rep- 
resented according to their numbers, and thus Kutland County 
is the only one in the State which is entitled to four Senators. 

W e find all over our State men who, from pure love of its 
history, collect and preserve items and incidents which go to 
make up that history. One of these we had in our own town, 
whose absence will be marked by many to-day. It is from 
records made by his hand, perhaps for just such an occasion 
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as this, that I am indebted for easy access to the facts yoa 
have asked me to collect and read to you to-day. Chauncey 
K. Williams was a man who industriously collected much of 
our past history, and carefully preserved much of the current 

history of the timcR. 

In a hook iR'tbre me 1 rind the names of tlie several persons 
who had been Senators from Rutland ( 'ountv, and their terms 
of service from the year iS.'Wi to iSHii, hoth inclusive. 

I am sure 1 cannot please you better, nor serve the purpose 
of my appointment more faithfully, than to reproduce herein 
his own words Mr. Williams' record of the tirst forty-two 
Senators from Rutland County. You will bear in mind that 
the record prepared by Mr. Williams is complete from the 
first organization of the Senate as a legislative branch of our 
State government, up to and including the yea|; 1866. Tt is 
left for ine to sup])leinent this record with the names and res- 
i<leiu'e of Senators iVoni llial time until the present, I shall 
not attempt hioi^i'aphies. It is too early to think ot" this. 
Those who stand in our places in llfSl can belter weiuh and 
measure the power of those who have given their talents and 
energies to the conunon wealth. In the meantime, we can re- 
pose on the assurance that our County has not made for itseii* 
a record on the history of the State that will suffer by com- 
parison with that of any other. 

RUTLAND COUNTY SENATORS. 

"There have been forty-two vSenators from the County of 
Rutland, serving in the aggregate ninety-thre*' years. There 
have been from the Faii'haven Probate District sixteen Sena- 
tors and thii*ly-six y<'ars of service, and from the Rutland 
District twenty-six Si'uators and tifty-seven years. 

Of these Rutland has furnished seven Senators, serving 
sixteen years; Brandon, six Senators, thirteen years; Poult- 
ney, three Senators, seven years ; Castleton, three Senators, 
six years ; Fairhaven, two Senators, six years ; Wallingford, 
tWo Senators, five years ; Pittsford, two Senators, four years ; 
Clarendon, two Senators, four years ; Tinmouth, two Sena^ 
tors, four years; Benson, two Senators, four years; Mt. 
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Holly, one Sonator, tliroo years; and Pa\vU*t, Middletown, 
Sudimry, Dauby, Ira, West Haven, Hubbardtou and Sherbum, 
each one Senator, serving two years each, and Orwell (now 
a part of Addison County) when attached to Rutland County 
furnished two Senators, and five years of service. 

Thirty-two of the Sonutor.s were natives of Verniofit (twen- 
ty-six liaviiiLi lu't'ii born in l^itland Connty, tlir(M' in Addison 
County, and on<^ in each of llic loimtics of I.Miiioilic. W'iiul- 
hani antl Windsor,) tour of Massacliuscits, three of. Connect- 
icut, two of New llauipshirc and one of >'ork. Four- 
teen of these were farmers, twelve attorneys, four niereliants, 
three nianu£ficturers, three physicians, two marble dealers, 
two hotel keepers, one a cashier,- and one a tamicr and miller. 
At the time of entering upon their first term of service, five 
were under forty years of age, seventeen over forty and under 
fifty, .seventeen over fifty and under sixty, and three over 
sixty, the oldest beinj; John Fox, who was sixtv-fonr vears 
old, and tlio younj^cst William T. Nichols, who was tliirty- 
four. 

The longest [leriods of service were those of Kohert Pier- 
point and Alanson Allen, each receiving four electiond, and 
the shortest was that of Horace Allen, who only served one 
year. Of the remainder, six served three years each, and 
thirty-three each two years. Horace Allen was the son of 
Elisha Allen. Frederick Button and Ira Button were broth- 
cr><, and each was fifty-six years old when first elected. James 
K. Ilydcand Pitt W. Hyde were also brothers, and were of 
the same agr (forty-nine years) at the time of their tirst elee- 
tion. ( )rM)ii Clark and Merritt Clark were cousins. Thirty 
of the Senators have also l)een members of the lloust^ of 
Representatives. Some of them, however, were not in the 
lluuso until after being Senators. One (E. N. Hriggs) was a 
tneml)cr of the Senate from Addison County prior to his elec- 
tion fram this County. It will be noticed that although only 
two \}ev8om residents of Fairhaven have been Senators, yet 
in fact she should be counted the same as if she had had th^Be 
— Col. Alanson Allen having been first elected in 1842, and 
/served two years, and then was again elected in 1854 and 
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18.')5, l)ein«: the only iiust.nu r in which tht^saiue perwon served 
at dit!('nMil and distinct lu'riods of time. 

Ann»'X(Ml wc <^ive tlie names of th<' several persons who 
have l)een SiMiators from Uutluud CJouoty, with their age at 
their first election, their residences and years of service. 



Name. 


Age. 


TVWB. 




Alanson Allen, 


42 


Fairhaven, 


1842-43-54-55 


Elisha Allen, 


48 


Pawlet, 


1842-43 


Horace Allen, 


40 


Rutland, 


1862 


Amon Hailey, 


«0 


PouUney, 


1852-53 


'1 lionias F. l>o»i^ne, 


.) i 


Fittsford, 


1852-53 


Khenezer X. Hi'iggs, 


41 


Brandon, 


l,s42-4;i-44 


Frcdi'iirk Huttou, 


56 


( MarcMidon, 


IS44-45 


Ira Button, 


56 


Brandon, 


IS.") 4-5') 


Joshua 11. Chittenden, 52 


< )r\vell, 


l,S44-4:>-46 


Merritt Cnarii, 


60 


Poultnoy, 


1863-64 


Orson Clark, 


«38 


Middletown, 


1840-41 


John Crowley, 


44 


Mt. Holly, 


1849-50-51 


Anderson G. Dana, 


49 


Pittsford, 


1840-41 


Luther Daniels, 


56 


Rutland, 


1854-55 


Seneca M. Dorr, 


44 


Rutland, 


1865-66 


Martin (i. F verts, 


40 


Rutland, 


1858-59 


A\ illiam M. Field, 


43 


r)ranilun, 


18 :>(;_;-) 7 


l^radloy Fi«h, • 


58 


I i"a , 


i<S(;i»-»;2 


Nathaniel Fish, 


50 


Westiiaven, 


is(;.vi;i 


John Fox, 


64 


Wallinxford, 


lS4(;-47-48 


Thomas D. Hammond, 45 


Orwell, 




George T. Hodges, 


56 


Rutland, 


1845-4()-47 


John Howe, Jr., 


46 


Brandon, 


1865-66 


Zimri Howe, 


50 


Castleton, 


1836-37 


James K. Hyde, 


49 


Sudtmry, 


1850-51 


Pitt W. Hyde, 


49 


Castleton, 


1865-66 


John Jackson, 


44 


Brandon, 


l.stU-ti2 


Kzra Juno, 


52 


Brandon, 


1848-4*) 


W illiam (\ Kittrcdge, 




Fairhaven, 


I8;i8-3J) 


KHsha Lapham, 


58 


Danby, 


1850-51 


John L. Marsh, 


53 


(ManMidou, 


18.')6-57 


William T. Nichols, 


34 


Rutlandt 


1863-64 
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Name. 




Town. 


Years. 


David K. Nicholson, 


45 


Wallingt'ord, 


l,s.").s-;)0 


Obediah Nuble, 


61 


Tinmouth, 




Isaac Norton, 


50 


Benson, 


1840-41 


Robert Pierpoiut, 


45 


Rutland, 


1836-37-38-39 


Martin 0. Rice, 


44 


Benson, 


1860-61 


Chauncey S. Rumsey, 


53 


Hubbardton, 


1858-59 


Hanrey Shaw, 


57 


Tinmouth, 


1852-53 


Ilcni'V SlaiiU'V, 


51 


Poull!U\V, 


1847-18 


Daniel W. Taylor, 


',M 


Siunhuni, 


18(;(m;i 


C. M. Millard, 




Castloton, 


i8;)G-57 



Of the above named Senatora, twenty-six are now living, 
and sixteen have deceased.** 

In 1867 the Senators elected from Rutland county were 
Ira C Allen, of Fair Haven. 
Capen Leonard, of Pitlslord. 
John Prout, of Rutland. 
All had previously been nienihers ot" tlic llou.se. Mr. Al- 
len was u mari)Ie dealer, a 1 ^ears of age. Mr. Leonard, a 
farmer, 59 years old, and John Prout, a lawyer, and 49 years 
of age. 

In 1868 the same Senators were elected. 

In 18t)D, 

Merritt (Mark, of Poultney, 
(ieorge A. Merrill, of Rutland, 
Lucius Copeland, of Middletowu, 
were elected Senators from our county. All those gentle- 
men had seen previous service in our Legislature. Mr. ' 
Merrill was a native of New Hampshire, was also Secretary 
of Civil and Military afl^irs in 1860-1, and Mr. Clark and Mr. 
^ Copeland were both natives of Middletown. 

In 1870, Mesf^rs. Merrill and Copeland were re-eleeted to 
the Senate, and Rodney C. Abcll, of West Haven, a vet- 
eran legislator, occupied the place of Senator Clark. 

In 1872 our board of county Senators consisted of 
Nathan T. Sprague, of Brandon, 
Wheelock G. Yeazey, of Rutland, 
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L. Howard Kellogg, of Benson, 
Henry C. Gleason, of Shrewsbury. 
Mr. Sprague was bom in Mt. Holly, Mr. Veazey in New 

Hampshire, Mr. Kellogjr in Henson, and Mr. Gleason in 
Shre\vsl)uiy. Mr. ( iloason uiid Mi'. Kt'lloirir had both been 
nu'iiibors of the II<)\i8e, and Mr. Spra£ifue was a member of 
the House .suhsetjiient to this in 1S7<) and 1.S7S. 

In l^^74 our eounl y wa.s re|)resented in the Senate by 
liedtield Proctor, of llutland, 
Simeon Allen, of Fair Haven, 
Luther P. Howe, of Mt. Tabor, 
Fayette Holmes, of Sudbury. 
Mr. Proctor was a native of Proctorsville, Mr. Allen of . 
Fair Haven, Mr. Howe of Ludlow, and Mr. Holmes of Hub- 
bardton. The first three had before their election as Sena- 
tors been members of the House, 
in 1-S7r> Ner I^. Siniou.s, of Ruthmd, 
Sannud Williams, of ( 'astU'ton, 
lienry F. Lothrop, of l*ittsford, 
Charles W. Brigham, of Pittstield, 
were elected Senators. 

Mr. Simons was born in Wtlliamstown, November 1,1831, 
and had not before been a member of the L^islature. 

Samuel Williams was born in Ratlsnd, January 8, 1837, 
was assistant clerk of the House in 1858 and 1859 and Sec- 
retary of (^ivil and Military affairs in 1861-5. Mr. Lothrop 
was born in KastoTi, Mass., March, lrS20, and liad represent- 
ed his town of Pitt.sfortl in the Leijislaturc. Mr. lirijiham 
was born in Barnard, May 17, IS.'U, and had already had 
Legislative experience in the House. 
In 1878 our Senators were 
Horace IL Dyer, of Kutland, 
Ebenezer J. Ormsbee, of Brandon, 
Levi Rice, Tlnmouth, 
Charles A. Rann, of Poultney. 
Mr. Dyer was bom in April, 1820, and had held no leg- 
islative office previous to his election as Senator. 

Mr. Ormsbee wu^ born iu Shoreham, June 1634. He 
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represented his town in the Legblature in 1872, and is a 
lawyer. 

Mr. liice is a merchant and farmer, was horn in 182*), and 
represented Tinmouth in the Lcsjishiture in lS")3-4. 

Mr. Harm was horn in I'oidtney, May 23, 1823. Ilo is a 
farmer and produce dealer, and has represented his town in 
the Legislature. 

Our present Senators are 

VV^alter C. Duntun, of Kutland, 
Royal D. King, of Benson, 
Orel Cook, of Mendon, 
Emrnett R. Pember, of Wells. 

Mr. Dunton was Iwrn in Bri8t<il,\o vein her 29, 1830. He 
was for many years JudLrc of i'rohate of the Rutland dis- 
trict, and one of tlie dn(iL'"es of (lie Supreme Court. This is 
his first term as a i(\i:isiator in our State. , 

Mr. King was horn in lienson, Xovendier 17, li<25, and 
was represent4itive from Benson in lHb2-4. 

Mr. Cooiv is a physician, lumber dealer an<l farmer. He 
was bom in Rutland, December 7, 1813, and has represent- 
ed Mendon in the Legislature. 

Mr. Pender was Ijom in Wells, September 21, 1846. 

This closes the record of the names of those who since the 
organization of our State Senate up to the present time have 
re{)re6ented our county in the higher hranch of our Legishi- 
ture. I shall have ac.com[)lished my ))urpose, if I have? c(d- 
lected here the names of those whom our people have honor- 
ed with high and important trusts of 8tatc in such a way that 
those who are to come after us can the more easily select 
&om the long list 

**The few immortal names that were not born to die.** 

TABLE OF SENATORS FROM RUTLAND COUNTY FROM 1867 TO 

1880, BOTH INCLUSIVE. 

Allen, Ira C, 1867 and 1868. 
Allen, Simeon, 1874. 
Abel, Kodney C, 1870. 
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Brigra^i, Chables AV., 1876. 

Clark, Mekritt, 1869. 

CoPEiiAND, Lucius, 1869 and 1870. 

Cook, Orel, 1880. 

DuNTON, Walter C, 1880. 

Dyer, Horace H., 1878. 

(iLEAsoN, IIknry C, 1872. 

Howe, LmiiKii P., 1.S74. 

IloLMKs, Favktti:, 1.S74. 

Kell()(;<;, L. IIowakd, 1672. 

KiN<j, KovAL 1)., im). 

Leonard, Cai'EN, Wu and lb68. 

FiOTHROP, Henry F., 1S70. 

Merrill, George A., 1869 and 1870. 

OR)it<BY, Ebbnbzbr J., 1878. 

Prout, John, 1867 and 1868. 

Proctor, R&dfield, 1874. 

Pember, £hmet K.., 1880. 

Raxn, Charles A., 1878. 

Kick, Lkvi, lS7<s. 

SiMJA(;i K, Nathan 1872. 

Simons, Xeu I\, 1cS7<». 

VkAZEY, WllEELOCK (t., 1872. 

Williams, Samuel, 1876. 

The presiding officer next stated the article on the Rutland 

County Imr would huve to be omitted, owing to the unavoid- 
able ubsuncu of lion. 1). E. Nic-hoUon. 

A paper [)repared by George H. Beaman, of Rutland, on 
riie old tavern and its relations to the people," was read by 
Henry Clark. It wius as follows : 
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THE OLD TIME TAVERN. 



BY GEORGE II. BEAMAN. 

Whilo giving my thanks to the members of your society 
for their action in enrolling me as a memlior of their l>ody, I 
. am forced to express my regret that I cannot com})!/ with 
their request to furnish an essay on the old-time taverns of 
Rutland county, to be read at the centennial meeting of the 
society on the 4th of March, 1881. 

it iiiav not lie proper, or at least it niav Itean exa<j^geratioii, 
to say tliat the iii.story of the county without relerence to its 
old-time tjiverns, would be like the play of Hamlet with the 
Prince omitted ; but it may with truth he said that such a his- 
tory would fail in giving an essential feature to the life and - 
times of the early inhabitants of the county, and one which 
in no small degree gave an impress to the social, moral and 
material condition of the people. As I have not the data from 
which I could prei)are such a paper as you ask for, I will, 
with your })ermission, say a few words on the subject , and 
more particularly in rcLrard to the relation whi(!h tiieso old- 
time inns of Kutland coinity hort; to the neiirhhorhoods nround 
them. And here it may he said that the old-linie New Kui!- 
land tavcru in the early days of the present century was an 
institution peculiar to itself. Neither in history nor in tiction ' 
will you tind its counterpart. And so it is that the tavern of 
the past in Vermont was an essentially different affair from 
that of the more pretentions first class hotels which now adorn 
our larger towns, or of that other class, now so common, half 
inn, half saloon, and two-thirds dance house, and that relies 
almost entirely for its support upon lo<"al patronnije. 

The \ ahie of a (a\ ern stand in the oMen time <h'pen<led not 
so uuich upon the home husiness, as upon its favoial>h> loca- 
tion with relerence to public travel, and the natural udvan- 
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tages it might have in itself and its surroimdingB to secure 
this custom, aod then, under the most &vorable circumstances, 
its reputation and success depended largely upon the charac- 
ter and the natural fitness for his plmr of the landlord or 
keeper. Tt has become quite conmion of lute to class hotel- 
keeping MS ;uiion<j!: the fine arts.- But if it requires a "genius 
to manage a firsl-elass liotc;! of the present day. the ri'<|uire- 
nients foi* a successful ohl-tinie hmdlonl wine, if more |)r()saic, 
quite as oxaetino:. Coolness, sobriety, geniality, self-respect, 
and a (luc respect for otluM's, were among the essential quali- 
ties necessary and ull-iuq)ortant to thin end. 

At a very early period in the history of Rutland county al- 
most every town had its village, and no village was complete 
in all its |Nirt8 until it could boast of a church, school-house, 
store, a tavoni and a blacksmith's shop. But the villages of 
Rutland county soon made a step in advance of thin condi- 
tion, :in<l al i|uite an eaily day in many of them might he 
found a more diversilied population. Mtid th«' various trades 
and |)rofessions necessary to the conununity weic rcj)i-esentetl. 
In most of tlu'm migiil he found the village shoemaker, the 
hatter, the tailor, the tanner and currier, tlie cabinet-maker 
and wheelwright, while contiguous water )K>wers were utilized 
by saw and grist mills, carding machines, etc., and when to 
these were added the village lawyer and the docitor, the village 
was supposed to be complete. 

As the literary field was not much cultivated in those days, 
lecturers were unheard of, and lyceums and the like were un- 
known, ('ivili/ation had not as yet broui^ht to these early 
settlers "Punch and dudy," "peep shows, "and the kindred at- 
tractions of the })n'si'ii1 day; and even " huint cork" liad not 
us yet developed the gay and festive minstrel, so necessary to 
the refined tjiste of the present generat ion. Of course, in the 
absence of these means of intelieetual and moral culture, aud 
the restricted measure of their social enjoyments, the village 
tavern became the point of attraction in the leisure hours of 
the inhabitants, and especially upon all holidays and public 
occasions. The bar-room thus became alternately the fo- 
rum, the field of debate on all matters of general interest, 
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the general **committeee room** for the discussion of grave 
questions, and the occasional gatherinir place for the more 

iicnial and convivial inomhers of the coninuinity. As tlic \ 
lau^es of those davs had each its "wise men" — some with 

K~> fc' 

"conviciions" — its eccentrics, its " ne'er-do-wells," its waijj, 
its general butt, and a mild infusion of the gay and iestivo 
clement, it may well he imagined that these chance assem- 
blages were always more or less animated and exciting — often 
interesting, and sometimes profitable ; and though the flip- 
iron (in its season) was always in retidiness, and though the 
music of the toddy stick invariably enlivened these occasions, 
it is no more than just to our ancestors to say that these scenes 
in an old-time Vermont country bar-i*oom were usual 1}^ deco- 
rous, and that marked excesses were rarely witnessed. The 
earlv settlers of Rutland county hiouglil with th<'rn from Mas- 
sachus<*1ts, Connecticut an<l Rhode lslan<l enough puritanisni 
to give a natural sobriety to their ehanicter, and they were 
too earnest in the necessary labor incident to their condition 
to waste time or mopey in trivial atmisements or expensive 
liabits. And it may in' truth be said of the old-time keepers 
of the taverns of Rutland county that they, as a class, shared 
fully in the sentiments, feelings and convictions of the better 
class of the society around them. Peers of their neighbors 
and townsmen, and knowing that the success and reputation 
of their houses depended mainly uium the traveling public, 
they had neither the motive nor the desire to foster a local 
patronage disreputable in itself and destructive alike to the 
best interests of all concerned. 

From among the names of this class of old-time landlords, 
those wiiich most readily occur are the following: Henry 
Gould, Issacluu' Reed, Major Cheney, Nathan Cushman, Ab- 
ner Mead, Jacob Gates, Samuel Moultoi^, Benjamin Carver, 
Reuben Moulton, John Mason, 2d, Joel Beaman, Daniel Par- 
sons, Pitt Hyde,- Daniel Meeker, ApoUos Smith, Royal Den- 
nis, Nathan T. Sprague, James Brewster, Levi Finney, 
Ephraini Fitch and Rufus Bucklin. 

Hiirhh re8J)ectable in their chanicters, these men held 
prouiineul pobitiona in their respective localities. Most of 
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them were intelligent, active and energetic business men, as 
agriculturists, mechanics, merchants, stage-men, etc. ; many 
of them were magistiates and efficient town ofHcei-s, and 
some of them were promiaeDt members of the churches, and 
yet these men are in modern times held up by over-zealous 
refonners, and by blatant dcclaimers on certain occasions, as 
moral ogres of a past generation and worthy only of execra- 
tion. To the more conservative mind, and to one more con- 
versant with the facts in the case, these denunciations will 
appear not only ridiculously unjust, but impolitic, liecanse of 
their unreasonableness. Such an one will remember that in 
the times referred to the use of spirituous liijuors was, as 
may be said, univcrsul ; that while the inn-keeper dispensed 
it from his bar, the merchant passed it over his counter; that 
it was always U) be found on the si<lel)oard, and in the cup- 
board of rich and poor alike, and that it was not deemed im- 
moral or derogatory to tlie character even of the parish 
clergyman to be seen, on occamon, sitting on the tavern 
porch or the store platform (perhaps watching a game of quoits 
or an interesting ball play) while sipping his glass of wine, 
or, perchance, a more potent beverage. Tn this state of so- 
ciety it is highly creditable to the keepers of the respectable 
public houses of the time that it can in truth be said that 
they gave no ciic()urag(;menl to c\c('s-> In this direction. 

As bt'tbre stated, the fu'st and rhiefaim and j)Urpose of the 
keepers of these iiouses was that they should be k»'pt for the 
accommodation of the traveling public, and that their main 
support should lie derived from this source. No allurements 
were held ont by them to entice the idle or the vicious of the 
neighborhood or the surrounding country; cards and dice 
were almost universally tabooed ; a billiard table would have 
been deemed a disreputable acquisition, and a bowling alley 
as an adjunct to a reputable old-time tavern was very rarely 
or never thought of. Singularly enough, however, all these 
taverns had <'ach its ball room, whih* the occasion of a ball or 
a dance in one of them was an occurrence .Ml)ont as rar«'as the 
visitation of iMicke's comet. ( )1" tlie three of these ball rooms 
best known to me, and with a knowledge of them for half a 
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century, 1 can say that I never knew of hut one dancing j)art3'' 
in each of these halls within this period ; though in my early 
days there was a tradition to the eti'ect that at an anterior 
date there had been in one of them a famous affair of the 
kind, and that the music furnished for the occasion was 
that of the once famous **bkick band" of Rutland. 

In consideration of the views here given, I think it may 
well be claimed that the old-tipie tavern of our county was 
a positive necessity of the day, and while it gave needed ac- 
coinnitxlalion (o (lie traveling and home public, and aided ma- 
terially in the advancement of the hest interests of tlie coun- 
ty, its influence — though conservative rathei' than aggressi\ c 
in its opposition to the social e\ il of the day — was not quite 
80 baneful to soei(?ty as it has l)y some been represented. 
And indeed, could a staid old-time denizen of the county, 
by any of the modern means of ** materialization*'' be brought 
to **look in upon us" of the present day, it may well be feared 
that while he might look with wonder upon our material pro- 
gress, he might fail to see that moral advancement which 
many of the present generation so loudly boast of. 

Dr. Charles Woodhouse, of Rutland, was next introduced, 
and made the following renoarks on the prospective future of 
Rutland County : 

THE FUTURE OF RUTLAND COUNTY. 



BY CHARLES WOODHOUSE. 

The future of Rutland County is intimately connected with 
the future of the town and village of Rutland, both of which 
have passed through the late ordeals of hard times without 
not only serious detriment, but even improvement. No town 
or municipality in the State of Vermont, or hardly in New 
England, has done better. The past is the best prophet for 
the future. We may, therefore, expect an increase in ail the 
present inthistries of this locality, and the addition of many 

others. Monopolies in transportation, now our greatest draw- 
6 
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l)Mcks, will have to yield to just ice {)r competition. It is not 
impossible a water way in the shape of a canal, or a railway, 
on which laro'e canal boats and thoir carijoes can be easily 
transported from here to Whitehall, and from thence to thin 
pUice, will solve the question of cheap and unrestrained 
transportation of what we must buy, and what we may have 
to. sell. 

With inexhaustible wealth in marble, with mannfacturing 

establishments 8U|)plyini? thi? various needs of distant States 
and nations, and \\;mtin«; ourselves the roul, lirain, lunihcr, 
and other lieavy pnxhiets of other sections ot' the country 
and the world, the interchaniic nnisl he made I'casonahly eliea]) 
to both the consumer and ])r()(hu'er. Ivutland is a natural 
distributing point for many towns and tiiousands of people, 
and in the nature of the case, must so remain, in the lon«i^ fu- 
ture. And notwithstanding the contn buttons of population 
we have made and must continue to make, to the growth of 
our Western States, there will inducements remain and arise 
from time to time, to build on this very gnmnd, in the not 
long distant future, a city of large proportions, busy with 
teeming thousands, not only intent on buying, selling, and 
getting gain, hut, also, ue liope and j)re<licl. in all thosi; 
higher interests ot'cuHure, molality , ta>>te and religion, whi«'h 
give to wealth its greatest glory, and most beniticent min- 
istry. 

'J'ho following article written hy ITon. Iliel Hollister, of . 
Pawlet, on "•lleminiseeuce.s of Karly Times," was next read 
by Henry Clark : • 

REMINISCENCES OF EARLY TIMES. 



BT HIEL HOLLISTER. 

Having been invited to picpare an address on this occasion, 
I will prejiiise that what I have to say will mostly have icter- 
euce lo my native town, Pawlet, in which my father settled 
just one hundred years since, and in which X have been an 
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•observer over seventy years. My father was a talking man, 
and what lie told me is fresher in my memory than events of 
later years. 

Without an incUnation to boast, wo submit the following 
claims: That our town is the oldest town in the county; 
that the first grist-mill in the County was erected in our 
town by Remember Baker, in 1767 ; that the first uniformed 

companies in the county, artillery, cavalry, light infantry and 
hand of ninsic were oiii'Miii/t'd in onr town; that (he first cot- 
ton and woolen mills in \hv connly wen' in our town : also 
the firsl ti"i})-hannuc'r and tlic tirsl inachine tor <'n11ini:" nails; 
thai one of the Hrst county judges, Capt. John Stark, who 
built the oldest house now standing in town, and who raised 
ten daughters and one son, was from our town ; that the first 
president of the Vermont Medical Society, Dr. Lemuel Chip- 
man, and the first president of the Rutland County Medical 
Society, Dr. John Sargent, were onr townsmen ; that the 
first military post in the county was established in our town 
Mn 1777 ; that tho 8tampe<1e of the settlers after the Imttle of 
Hubbardton was stayed here ; tlml the tirst anniversary ad- 
dress of the hattle of iiennini^lon was delivered hv our 
townsman, lion. Noah Smith; w(^ claim a juTccntage of in- 
crease in our i)o|)ulati<>n during tlu' last decade larger than 
any other town iu the cuuuty ; that more revolutionary sol- 
diers settled in our town than in any other town in the coun- 
ty ; that Pawlet troops under Col. Stephen Peai*l, though far- 
thest ofl^, were the first Ut reach Rutland in 1786, to sup- 
press the mob. Col. Pearl lost his horse by overdriving. 

Prior to the French and Indian war which was waged on 
our frontier, from 1756 to 1764, the territory lying north of 
Massachusetts and between Lake Champlain and the Connect- • 
icut river, comprising the State of N'ermont, was luit little 
known. We have traditionary knowledge of a hattle fought 
on Indian ITill, in Pawlct, Ix'twcen forces under Major Put- 
nam and a detachment of French and Indians in ITo.S, An 
elaborately wrought compass is on exhibition here to-day that 
was found near the site of this hattle seventy years ago by 
Robert Wickham, that was no doubt lost by Major Putnam on 
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that (lay. A settlement had heon etlected at Bennin^on an<L 
at a tew points on the Connecticut river, and a niilit.irv road 
was constructed across the State from No. 4 to Lake Chain- 
phiin, but the most of this county and the State was an un- 
broken wilderness. In 1761 the royal governor of New 
Hampshire commenced chartering and defining the boundaries . 
of townships, mostly six miles square, and in the course of a 
few months had located and named most of the towns in this 
county. The names ot' all the lirsi hiu\ towns were of Kn»r- 
lish oriLnn. Whatever otlicr niolivcs jir()iu)>t('(l (lovcnior 
Went worth, lie seems to have Ix'cn actiiatccl, in pari, l>y per- 
sonal greed, as he reserved live hundretl acres in eaeh town- 
ship for himself. The soldiers who served in the French war 
had tnlvei sed some portions of this county, and had become 
impressed with its lieauty and fertility in contrast with most 
of Connecticut and Massachusetts, so when the land was of- 
fered free to settlers there was a generul rush to acquire title, 
and Governor Wentworth did what has passed into a proverb, . 

land office business.*' Pawlet was the first town charter- 
ed in this county, August 20, 17fil, and the means thronorh 
which the eliartei" was o1)taine(l may serve as a specimen of all 
the other towns. Capt. »lonathan \\ illard, who has Ikm-u rec- 
ognized as the lalher of the town, was a contractor to finnish 
supplies for the English and Colonitil troops operating on the 
lakes (leorge and Cliamplain, and liad opportunity to become 
acquainted with the county in some measure. Iieconiing em- 
barrassed in business, he undertook to retiieve his fortune in 
land speculation. So be went to his native place, Colchester, 
Ct., and procured the requisite number of signers to a petition 
for a grant of land. He sent tlie i)aper8 to Governor Went- 
worth, and secure<l the charter. Capt. Willawl then proceed- 
ed to l)uy many of the shares, mostly at a nominal |)rie<', and 
oft'ered inducements to settlers, as it was necessary to iniinove 
a part of the land in order to Imid it. The un.settled condi- 
tion of the country retarded sett lenient and ('apt. VV'illard, 
with some hired men, came on in 1702 and commeiued a 
clearinir. Nothinij: more was done for a year or two, when he ' 
came back to reside permanently,, though Simon Burton and 
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^Villiaiii F:tirfi«'l(l had availed tlioin-sclvt's of th«' jirciniiiiii of- 
fovcd to Hist settlers. Three years after llie town was eliar- 
lered tlie kin<»' of (ireat Hritaiu issued a deerei! tixiiiir tbe 
boundary of New York on the Coniiectieut river. Tliis decree 
eai'ried Imtli jtirisdiction and the title to the soil. The settleif* 
remonstrated with such eflect that the king't) council put an 
injunction on New York to desist from occupying the terri- 
tory. New York did not heed the injunction, but issued land 
grants covering those granted by Governor Wcntwoith, and 
also organized towns and counties to suit itself. The west side 
of the State was Charlotte coiintv. 

'fhis troiiljle with New York retarded settlement so that In 
ITTntiuTc were hut ten families in town. Tiu" settlers in 
town up to 1777 constituted an independent sovereignty, be- 
ing responsible to no hiirher power. From 1777 to 1781 this 
county was a i)arl of Hi nnington county. In 1781, whose 
centennial we this day celclirate, Rutland county was organiz- 
ed, and extended north to Canada. After 1777 the popula- 
tion of the county increased rapidly. As Pawlet was centrally 
loi^ted, the idea was entertained that it woufd become the 
iK)iinty seat of what was then Bennington and Rutland Coun- 
ties ; aeeordiiiirly tliere was a rush of professional and busi- 
ness men, most of whom when Rutland was made the county 
seat left the town. Amonjj: these were Leuuiel and ('vrus 
('hi[»man. donathan lirace, Israel Smith, Xoah Smith. Zeph- 
aniah 11. bmith, Truman Sijuier, »Stei)hen Pearl, and others of 
less note. Lemuel Chipman was a distinguished physician, 
was a judge and assemblyman here, and a supreme judge in 
western New York. Cyrus Chipman was also a physician, and 
settled in Michigan. Jonathan Brace, who was a graduate of 
Yale, returned to Connecticut, where he became United States 
Senator. Israel Smith, also a graduate of Yale, member of 
Congress in both houses, and chief justice and governor of 
Vermont, settled in Kutland, where he died in 1810. Xoah 
Smith, anotln'r graihiate of Yale, was also chief justice of the 
State, lie delivered the fust lientiinirton hattle anniversary 
address, in 177fS. Zephaniah 11. Smith was the missionary to 
the county. He abandoned the ministry and became an eml- 
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nent lawyer in (\)niiocti( iit . He was tlir lathcM- of tlie Siiiilh 
sisters who havo stood so tixedly to the principle that taxation 
without representation was tynuiny. Truman Scjuier was :m 
attorney, settled in Manchester about the year 1800, and held 
most of the offices in that couDty. , Stephen Pearl, merchant 
and inn-keeper, removed to Burlington, where a street was 
named for him. Many others, not as well known, left the 
county. 

Tn 1777 Buriroyne oanie < low n from ( 'aiiada. >W('e|>iiii; all 
before hini. In Julwtlie disastrous battle of Ilubbardton was 
fought, and our eoraniaiider, Col. Francis, was slain. Nearly 
all the settlers north of Paw let stampeded to the south, many 
of them going to their old homes. Some went from Pawlet, 
bat the most of them remained, as Burgoyne's forces went 
back to Champlain. The wife and three daughters of Col. 
William Fitch started on one horse, but did not go far. These 
daughters, afa tender age, one of them only fourteen, mar- 
ried Tespectivly Lemuel and Cym» Chipman and Col. Ozias 
Clark. 

The fortunes of war made Pawlet a military station. Here 
Col. Herrick^s .famous regiment of rangers was recruited. It 
consisted of four companies, probably of sixty-four men each, 
besides commissioned officers. It was a terror to all who did 
not harmonize with the Green Mountain Boys. Troops to the 
number of seven hundred were sent in September, under Col. 
Brown, to recapture Ticonderoga, Mount Defiance and Mount 
Hope. It was accomplished without the loss of a man. Oapt. 
Ebenezer Allen, who commanded one company of the rangers, 
captured on Tjake Champlain Iwo negro slaves, whom lie set 
free, his manifesto bearing dale Noveinlier 28, 1777, in which 
he says that being ••conseientious thai it is not rigiit in the 
sight of God to keep slaves,'' he g;i\ (> them their liiierty. They 
probably belonged to some New Yorker, and went back to 
their old home. The funds for maintaining the military were 
mostly derived from the confiscated property of tones, but to 
some extent from taxation. We have the name of but one 
tory, William Fairfield, who removed to Canada. Governor 
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Slade in liis Slntc papers suppmssed the names of toi'ie8 whose 
pr(»p('rly was cDiitisi-al od. 

l)iiriiiir ."ill the yoars of the revohitionarv war the Green 
Mouiitjiin Boys fought shoiihler to shoulder witli New York- 
(M s. althoiiirh a yovy bitter loi-jil controversy as to the juris- 
diction and title to the noil continued. This was terminated 
in 1791 by Vermont paying New York thirty thousand dol- 
lars. This was done for the sake of peace, as New York had 
no 1eg:d claim to Vermont, the injunction never having been 
dissolved. Thirty thousand then was a greater sum to pay 
than tliroe Imndred thousand now. In the closing years of 
the war, and (linu'tly at'ti'r, there was a larijo aihlition to tlic 
population of tlic county. Some scvefnty soldiers settled in 
Pawk»t alone, hut they s|)r('a<l all ovei' the country. We have 
the names and ean point out the phice where these seventy 
built for themselves a home. We have ascertained the ages 
of tifty of them, which averaged 83 years. Think of it, ye 
dwellers in luxurious homes, how these veterans, who had 
braved the dangers of war, the privations of pioneer life, and 
still outlive you, two to one. 

As the years rolled on taxes increased, and a mob took pos- 
session of the ooart house at Rutland, when the sheriff called 
out the military to suppress it. This was in I78fi. The mili- 
tary from all parts of the eounty responded promptly and 
order was restored. 

The promptitude with which this recpiisition of the sheritT 
was responded to is worthy of note. It was issued on Friday, 
and at nine oVloek the next morninj^ troops from Castleton, 
under Col. Clark, and from Pawlet, under Col. Stephen Pearl, 
reported at the court house in Rutland. Col. Pearl with his 
detachment arrived first, though the &rthest off. Col. Pearl 
lost a valuable horse by over-driving. The father of the 
writer belonged to his company, and I have often heard him 
relate the main facts. 

\Ve miiz:lit cnlarije and till a volume of persoiial rcminis- 
•cenccs, hut a few notice's of prominent families from our own 
town must sullice. Gideon Adams came to Pawlet in 1770, 
' and was very soon elected town clerk and. justice, which 
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offices he discharged to the aceeptancc of the people for forty 
years. Simeon Kdi^ertoii came in 1780 with twelve rhildren, 
all liut one of wlioiii wew niarritMl and raised large fainiru's. 
His descendants at (he time of his widow's death, in 1821, 
were 20y. Most of them have left the State, l)ut we still 
have with us Hon. Jacoh Kdirerton, t)!' K'utlancl, George Ed- 
gerton, of W allingtbrd and Charles F. Kdgerton, of Pawlet. 
Dr. JohD Saigent, who succeeded Pr. Chipman in 1798, was 
the first president of the Rutland County Medical Society. 
He raised ten children, of whom Leonard was Lieutenant 
Gk>vernor, *John and Warren B. physieiaus, Delight a mis- 
sionary to the Cherokees, where she married Elias Bondinct, 
a native Cherokee, who was assassinated l)y his own tril)e. 
Elisha Pratt, who was so conscientious that he would not kill 
a deer on Sunday, thouirh in a famishim:' conditiori : so the 
buck had to come on a week day to lie slain. His son, Capt. 
James Pratt, came with him; raised a family of nine children, 
one of whom only, Ervin, remains in town. One son, Miner, 
is a clergyman in Massachusetts. Capt. Pratt died in 1854, 
aged 92. Maj. Moses Porter came here in 1780, and was the 
progenitor of a distinguished fiimily. Dr. Elijah Porter, of 
Waterford, N. Y., and his son, John K., of New York city, 
Moses R., of Ohio, and Henry, of Oswego, N. Y., and Jo- 
seph, who inherited the homestead. Moses and Jose])h were 
hoth deacons in the (Jonufrci^at ional chun*h. .Moses' widow 
died in 184o, air«'<l 102 years. Timothy Allen came from 
Woodbury, Ct., in 17l»8, settled and k<'pt a wayside inn in 
the north-west part of Pawlet. The detachment of troops on 
their way to captun^ Ticonderotra, in 1775, halteii over night 
at his house. Jndah Moifit, who afterwards setttled in town, 
and lived to the age of 96, was of the number. Mr. Allen 
was a man of remarkable gifts and eminent piety, and also liv- 
ed to the age of 96. Most of his family left this vicinitj . 
His son Timothy settled last in Hartford, N. Y., where he 
died in 1884, aijed 74. The late Alanson Allen, of Fairhav- 
en, ITon. Ira Allen, Simeon Allen, an<l olheis ot' that 
place, and the late Hev. Hania Allen, of Iluhhardton, were 
his descendants, (japt. Kemember Bukcr, a stalwart son of 
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early N'oi iiioiit, i)uilt a <;ri.st mill prior to 17(>8 in this <|iiarttM' of 
Pawlet. A few years later he met a tragic and untimely 
death, in an expedition to Canada. 

Dr. Le^nue) Chii)inan, a brother of the late dud^e Nathaniel 
Chipman, of Tinuiouth, was the first |)resident of the Ver- 
mont Medieal Society, the first County Jud«j:e, and a member 
of the first Council of Censors. Afterwards he Vi^s Supreme 
Judge in western Xew York. His brother Cyrus was also 
a physician and settled in Michigan,, where be died in 1840. 
Col. Ozias Clark was an early settler, an energetic man, a 
deacon of the ConjrrejrJitional ohurc^h, and the head of a numer- 
"bos family. Tliese tlnee, as hetbrc state<l, married danirliters 
of Col. \\'illiam. IVom whom the villaiic took name, 
Fiteh's Mills. He was resident cuumiissary of Col. llerriek's 
liegiment of Ivangers. 

We have read and httard, perhaps to a surfeit, of the trials 
and privations of the pioneers of this eoimty in their success- 
ful efforts to create luxurious homes tor their successors ; but 
we must not infer that because they toiled hard and fared 
l>oorIy they were deprived of all comforts. The hope of bet- 
tering their oonditicm by establishing each for himself an inde- 
pendent home buoyed up their spirits, and perhaps no |>eoplc 
ill the world really enjoy life better than the settlers of a new 
eouutrv. Far less sickness and invalidism existed then than 
now. Then lhea\erai:e nnmher of children in a faniily, as as- 
certained by actual ennmeration, was nine, while the present 
average of our native families does not exceed three. Then 
people were on a level, and thera was less Phariseeism and 
exclusiveness than in modern society. 

While we may not (possess many of the substantial virtues 
to as eminent a degree as our forefathers, we have outgrown 
many of their superstitious, such as belief in ghosts and respect 
for dreams. Ghosts in white lurked ui every dark corner, 
and dreams when twice repeated meant something: probably 
in most cases they meant too hearty snppers. In the olden 
time the peo})le in their work, as in their l)lay, gr(>U})ed to- 
gether, and rarely wonld yon see an individnal pegging at a 
solitary task. This made labor almost a pastime, and robbed 
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it of its sterner features. As the lime wow on. the primitive 
(ral)ins were exehaiii^ed for eomiiiodioiis <1 welliiigs, and what 
is kuuwii as the homespun a^e, tlie heiiiniiin^j: of this eentiirv, 
conimen»ed. Now vou will find the 8tiird\' fanner in his 
leather apron, and liis older boys in ronnduhout^, while the 
matron was surrounded by her daughters, in whose cheeks 
the rose and the lily blended, all arrayed in the ^garments 
their own hands had spun, wove and put together. Without 
was the well stocked stable, the wheat field, the clashing of 
the flail and the ax : within the loom and the spindles. As we 
review our enrly life, and eall up the deep seated memories of 
the |)ast, we eouhl almost wish the march of so-called pro<;ress 
were stayed. Now the mowini; and the reapinu inachiiKvs, 
the circular saw, the horse rake and other inventions do much 
of the work of the farmer. The loom and the spiiniiug wheel 
are all hut banished from the househoUl. We might enlarge 
and follow up this and kindred themes, but we forbear. 

Next followed a history of the sherill's of Rutland County 
for the past one hundred years, written for the Oix:usiou i)y 
J. C. VVilliauis, Esq., of Danby: 

HISTORY OF THE SHERIFFS OF RUTLAND COUNTY. 



BV 4. O. WILLIAMS. 

Th*' history of the sherill's of Kutland Counly, if complete, 
might form un interesting chapter for the ceutenuial volume, 
for whicli this sketch is designed. 

Since the organization of the county, in 1781, the office of . 
sheriff has been considered an important one, and the people 
have been fortunate in their selections. 

• • * 

As an officer who executes the laws of a county, the duties 
and responsibility resting upon the sheriff renders his office 

an im[)ortant one. Although some of th<' laws relating to the 
duties of sheriffs liave been nioditied from time to time, the 
general duties have not been changed. 

The sUeriils of Kutlaud county have not been numerous ; 
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there haviTi<^ l>een but tburtotMi tiitrert nt persons who l»ave held 
the office. Previous to 1870 tl)e lenu of othee was one year, 
since svhi<'h time tliey have been elect eel bieiniially, the same 
as other county otlicers. The bond now rc<|uircd of shcriltk 
for their faithful |)erformance of duties is $10, ()()(). Previous 
to 1850 the sheritttf were elected by the Legislature, since 
which time they have been elected by the people. 

The following is u list of the sherifis i)f Kutlaud county, giv- 
en in their order, viz : 

Abram Ives, of Wallingford, was the first sherifT, elected 
in 1781, and served four years, or until 1785. He was one 
of the early settlers of Wallingford, and kept a hotel there 

for many years. He is said to have been ii good citizen, and 
also kept a inodel hotel. He was a [leisonal friend of Ethan 
Allen, at whose house the latter olteu visited. On account of 
some irrciiuhirity in selliuij: the tract of land known as Men- 
don, and fearinir prosecution, he resi<:^ned his office, and went 
back to Connecticut, where he died at an advanced age. 

Jonathan Bell, of Tinniouth, was the second sheriif, elevte<l 
in 1785, and served to 1802, a [Msriod of seventeen years. He 
was a good sheriff and popular with the people, and hence his 
re-election to the office for so many \ ears. Tinmouth pre- 
vious to 1785 was the county seat, where the jail and court 
house were situated. He came to Tinmouth in 177S. and was 
for many years one of the prominent men of that town. 

Arunah W. Hyde, of ( 'ast Icton, was the tliird sherill", elect- 
ed in 1802, and served seven years, or until l^iOl). 

Elea/er Flagg, of Chirendon, stKcceded Mr. llyde. He 
served but three years, from 1809 to 1812. 

Kalf Paige, of Rutland, who wtis bom in Hard wick, Mass., 
August 21, 1769, was next elected in 1812, and served but 
one year. He died in Kutlaod, August 20, 1857. 

Erastus Barker, of Tinmouth, was elected in 1813, and 
served one year. He was again elected in 1815, serving two 
vears, and again in 1818, and .served one y ear, making four 
years in all. lb; was a man well known, and was prominent 
iu towu and couuty aiiairs, beiii^j; highly respected us a citizen. 
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Thomns Hooker, of Kutlantl, was; the bcveuth sheriff, elect- 
ed in IKl i, sorviiiii- on« yeai- onlv . 

William Fay, of Rutland, wlio \\a» l)(»in in Hardwick, Mass., 
Novembei' 12, 1 7so, vvas next olei ted in 1 )S 17, and served one 
year, lie died in Kiitlnnd, July 31, l.siu. 

Jonathan Dyke, of Kutlund, i)ut who was born in Chitten- 
den, April 16, 1786,succee4led Mr. Baker, as sheriff, in 1819, 
and served until 1831, u period of 12 years. He was also a 
popular sheriff, and posseHsed the contidence of the people. 
But three others held the office for a longer period than he 
did. He moved to llttnois in 1845. 

.laeol) Kdirorton. .Ir., was elected in \SM, and served two 
years, or until l.s;;;'). lie was airain elected in 1 S 11 , and serv- 
ed until Deccniltcr 1, LSI) 1, u period of twenty years, making 
twenty-two years in all. 

•John A. (Want, of Brandon, was elected in 1833, and 
served but two years. 

Ira Parsons, of Rutland, succeeded Mr. i'onant, as sheriff, 
in 1835, and served until 1841, a |ieriod of six years. 

William M. Field, of Rutland, the sixteenth slieriff, was 
elected in 1801, and served until 1878, a period of seventeen 
years. 

D. 1*. IVahody, of Pittsford, the present incumbent, suc- 
ceeded Mr. Field in 1M78, and has held the ollice since. 

Wii reirret that, on account of the limited time i^iven in 
which to prepare this sketch, we are unable to irivc a com- 
plete record of tlic.s(> men, as was desiirned. Of the ex-sher- 
iffs, as will be seen by the above list, but three are now living, 
viz: Jacob Edgerton, John A. (Jonant, and William M. 
Field. 

Mr. £dgerton held the office of sheriff the longest, having 
served twenty-two years in all. He still resides at Rutland 
in his eighty-second year. Although advanced in age, he re- 
tains his mental vi^Lior, and is (juite aetivo in business pursuits. 

He has been very })i()iiiiiieiit in town and county jiolitics for 
inanv vears, and is considere<l a safe counsellor in matters of 
every day life. Mr. Ediierton has Ix'en honored from time to 
time with various positions of trust and responsibility, audre- 
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tains in a remarkable decree the oonfidenoe of all who know 
him. 

John A. Gonant still resides at Brandon, where he was bom 
in 1800. He rarely discharged the duties of the office, and 
they were mositly entrusted to his deputies. Ira Parsons, as 
deputy, who succeeded Mr. Conant, took up his residence in 

Rutland, pertbmiiiig the duties there. Mr. Coiiant, althou«j^h 
somewliat feel)le in liealth, has })een active in Ijusiiie.ss atl'airs 
for many years, and is resp( ete<l l)y all. 

William M. Field, as will he seen, served the next longest 
as sherili', his re-eleet inn to theofHee for so nuiny years being a, 
eoniplinient well Ijestowed on a faithful and efficient officer. 
He still resides at Rutland, and is now president of tlie Rut- 
land Savings Bank. 

D. P. Peabody, the present incumbent, assumed the office 
of sheriff December 1, 1878, this being his fourth year of ser- 
vice. Mr. PealK)dy maintains diirnity in the office, discharg- 
inir its duties personally, so far as able, has a good corps of 
d«'puli('s. and is a worthy and ettiei<'nt otficer. It is hoped 
he will live to score a longer number of years as sheriti" than 
any of his predecessors. 

None of the deceased sherirts died while in office, that we 
know of. They were all honorable men, and peiibrmed their 
duties taithfuUy. No county in the State can present a list of 
.sheriffs, who sustained a better record, as the long term of 
most of them fully attest. Out of the fourteen sheriffs, three 
served one year each ; one served two years $ one three years ; 
three four years ; one six years ; one seven years ; one twelve 
years; two seventeen years : and One twenty-two years, the 
average term being seven years. 

Upon conclusion of the above H. B. Spatfoixl, Esq., of 
Clarendon, deliver<'d the followinof p6em : 

A land of rock, and rill and tree, 

A chosen home of Lilicrty; 

Whose mountains <j;r:intl. witli wooded crest. 

The foot ol .sl.ive hath m;ver press<Ml 

Uure smiling spring, with dewey flowers, 

in garlaads twine the woodland boweis ; 
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And autumn forests wear the dyes. 

That rainbows paint on siimmpr t^kii's. 

Hen' valh'ys irloani with ervstal strcims 

That<lant<? in noontide's golden lM;ani8, 

The rocky hills, Iho fertile plnin 

With gardens blooiti, and fields of gnun; 

And cirolinx roand tlie &iry scene 

In flowing robes of lorest greon. 

As guardian genii of the land, 

In gitint strength, the motmtnins stand 

Like mighty waves in frozen rest* 

On silent r»ce:nrs ))nls( less hreaist. 

Amid ihe Alps or Appriiine 

Or on the hanks of storied Uiiine; 

A fiurer scene ne'er met tlie view. 

Than 'neath these skies of bending blue. 

When wanes tlie eentVys twOtght hour 
Tlie spirit wins the m:igie iK>WPr, 
To view a<;ain {\iv scenes of old 
In pauoraniie view unrolled 
The lleetiug months, tlu^ rolling yeiirsj, 
With days ol joy and days of t«ars; 
In long procession sweeping la«t 
Into the dini mysterious past. 

I see tlic mountains crowned with pine. 
And silver streamlets p;listening twine. 
Down tln oii^rh the forests dark and ol<l. 
Th:it sliroinl titc valley's velvet mould. 
The warrior eai;le soars on high, 
And piercing rings the |)aiilher^s ciy ; 
While howling wolves with terror ihrill 
Tlie echoes of tlie cavemed hills. 
But no home of man is seen. 
In all the boundless forest green. 



Above a battle storm, 
That thunders in the west : 

1 Sff tlie (laneiii;:; torni 
Of many a warrior crest; 

1 see their hanner^s crimson stuiu, 
Ffaishonth<> golden sky; 

And hear abore the reddened plain, 
The fiwman's changing cry, 
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That cry that rang a thousand yearo* 

From Agincom-t to Louishiirn:; 

Whtni Knghui'l iiHM'ts (iallic spetirs, 
riiatbattlo cry is ever heard, 
And eehueti o^er this WixKlhiiul vale 
As empire hanf^ in ev<>n scaU;. 

On leafy banks of ^Ivan streams. 

The wiHxlman's a\ like silvor <;h>ams; 
Before tlu' swift deseeiitlin^j steftl 
Tho fon-.st giaiils nx-k and reel. 
And tail to earih with dyin^c moan 
Far soundin*^ throni;h tlie forest hine. 
The trembling earth, in glad siirpns<; 
Loolcs up to heaven^s stari-y eyes. 
Fair w>imon dwell in Icnrest bowers. 
And children sport amid the flowers; 
While meadows <^MMi and waving grain. 
On mountain side and level |ilain, 
Sonn sliow t}w power of Saxon hand 
Over a wild and stubborn land. 

I liear the tramp of armed men 
Come marching down into the glen ; 
And their long encircling line. 

Around a settler's cot entwine. 
And scMin his saered roof-fr<!e riven. 
As loud tlieir shouts ascend to heaven. 
Then from amid (hat warrior hand, 
riioir chiefs jis chos«'n judges stantl. 
Of giant hramu and 8talwai*t mould, 
Men like the hero gods of old ; 
One wared at **Ti.^ his sword of flame. 
And smote in great Jehovah^s name. 
Another led the struggling Imve, 
When g:illant deeds were vain to save; 
Though patriot hluod in t<»rrents run. 
On crimson field of f lnl)l)ardlon. 
And other chiefs of mountain fame. 
Here met to stir the Yorker game ; 
In solemn council now they stand. 
Then give that hold and stem omnmand. 
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That makes Vermont an equal State 

Among her smtcrs tree and great 

• *•••••* 

And now h black and eroneliinj^ form, 
S|»i in«r*< from the mist of slavery stonn ; 
Fierce hloixl-hounds hay alonp^ his track. 
His niMster slernly calls him hack. 
"Mv slave/' the hau^^hty Southron eries, 
A •)u<l<;o, iu(iii;iiant, stern replies. 
**Witl}oiit a bill of sale from God, 
No one w1k> hath oar free hills trod 
Shall ever from tliese hills be torn 
And baektoslaTery^s oharnel home/' 
Those words now eeho o'er the land. 
From momilain heiirht to (»cean stmnd. 
And n'akc his i.^ravc a ^acred shrine, 
For tri'cinen's hearts ahiiost «nviiie. 
In other lands they writt^ his name. 
And twine it with the wreath of lame; 
E*en in Westminster's hall of pride. 
Where England^s gnat sleep sidn by side. 
On marble scroll or tablet fair. 
Go friend or stranger read it there. 

Now wakes the hills to louder scream 

Than < vcr heard by Otter*S stream. 
For "Nick'" hin)s<'If 2:(>es ntshinj; i)\ 
On •'l{cdl)inr' sti'ed that seems to fly. 
O'er valley deep, throujxh mountain high; 
The llnmdcrs l isc to greet the sk}', 
As sweeps he on his st*Mfd ot lire, 
Whose sinews strung will never tire 
Till all the sleeping echoes wake 
By dancing rlU and glassy lake. 

The liven hills «:ive maorie hirth 
To stately walls and |)rincel3' halls, 

For rich and s^real and j)routl of earth. 
And ennning hands of artistes threat. 
From pillars proud, for church and state; 
Or from the blocks of marble cold 
Angels and demigods unfold. 
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For those who sleep in alent land 

They rear the sliaft or oolnmii grand. 

To hour a fadeless wreath; 
Or speak with inarhlo tongue 
Of (leedn of honor done 

By those who sleep beneath. 

From Southern land a sable doad 

That Northward moves its banners proud. 

Sends Ibrth a loud and startling peal 

That wakes the Northman's slumbering steel; 

Swifter than the fiery cross of yore. 
The ligbtDing^9 wing the summons bore. 

From luountsiin side and iowly glen 
CSome crowding ranks of patriot men. 
As truly formed of hero mould. 
As Sparta's warrior sons of old ; 
And from the uioiintains to the sea 
Co niarehing till the land is free. 

Till the Ihi^x hy treasSon torn 
From Sum|)t<M-'s walls in shame, 

\iy lov:d liiinds is home 
To loliier heights anil nohler fame, 
Roturnin<^ then with dented shields. 
Or sleeping on the tentiod fields. 



And now the muffled drum's sad, beat 

The Aineral march of mournful feet. 
Borne far from lost and fatal ti«dd, 
A l<!adei" eomes on hl.xirjy shield. 
With f(»M<'d aniH on rivi-n breast. 
To lind a jjlacc of p^'acrfid rest, 
VV^heie ivy with the hiurel twint's. 
And kindred sleep beneath the pines. 

The weeping forests moan, 
A chieftain's gl<M7 fled ; 

The monniains echo wail. 
In concert for the dead. 

And now glad notes and shouts of joy. 
As marehing home the sohlier hoy. 
Rears high the hanm i s i t nt and torn. 
O'er liery fields of battle lH>rne, 
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When hi«Kin«: shot, Bhrieking shell. 
Made red the earth a> crimson hell. 

'I'liosi' <l:»ys arc ]»as( ; th»' war is dono; 
Rctmninj^ honu- with victoiv won, 
'rile soldier comes to \vt lciiiin' dear, 
A fathers hand, :i uioLher'b tear. 
And maiden^ heart that thrills with bliss. 
As meets her lifis his eager Itiss. 

From cottH'^e h<»mc a lovely bride 
Goes forth elate at iiinrniiii; tide; 
i'lii! line ol health is on lu r l)n>\v. 
And shining wealth lu r portion now ; 
Her beaming eyes, her glowing clieuk. 
Long days of hope and joy bespeak. 
She sadlj smiles tlirongh glistening tears. 
But proudly looks to future years. 

The morrow comes when clanging bell 
Sends o^er the bill a funeral knell, 
Ttie bride of yester mom is dead. 
Low lies her fidr young head, 
Pale her hands* foiry mould, 
Wliite her wan lips, and cold. 
As dewy flowers by soft winds blown, 
Wy friendly hands are gently strown. 
To weep npon her peaceful breast. 
Or wither o er Iter place of rest. 

A city proud, white-walled and fair. 
Whose steeples pierce the mountain air. 
Now spreads its boundaries far and wide. 
From M<»ndon hills to Ira's side; 
Its people all are wise and great. 
Proud jdllars of the Mountain State, 
All are colonels, -^oine are '-i[nire, 
For no untitleti men are there; 
The mendmnt^s bargain fair and clean. 
The judges just to meroy lean. 
And upward fh>m tlieir early youth 
The lawyers always speak the truth 
The preachers point the way to In^aven, 
And walk therein from morn till even. 
No whisky sold by light o( day 
To those who st-agixer on the way; 
Nor secretly behind the screen 
(jiiven away by bauds unseen. 
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To men of proud and loffy mien 
The oountiy fiurmers think it sin 

To take their city cousins in 

And brinj^ to tlicin for sale no more, 

'I'urkcy or cbiekfu niistnl by NoaU. 

Kut swiftly llt'ctinj; is the gleam 

Of this fair eiry of my <h-«'am. 

The century's years have u:one at last. 

To join the ages of the |Kust; 

I see no more its jAsntom forms 

Amid the sunshine or the storms. 

But *neath the snn or midnight dun 

The river of life roils over on ; 

Its moaning surges ( (viseless swe^ 

Into <«teriiity's soiiiidh'ss <leep, 
Aiitl foiiiis tiiat l»en«l \vit!i \Vi'i<^bt ol years. 
And Inckwani look, lhroii>;h sorrow's tears; 
Ami youth and childhood full ot glee. 
Are sailing to the silent sea. 
While maidens fair, with garlands gay. 
Are singing on their joyous way ; 
And gallant forms soon by their side. 
With hand in hand go «lown the tide. 
In fairest »lay or <larkest nis:iit. 
To them the eristled shore is hritjht : 
Foi- tnithtiil love's eiu-banfintx bi-am. 
Throws its halo o'er the stream ; 
In heedless Joy or faith sublime, 
Tliey're floating down the stream of time. 

And manliood strong In baoghfj jwide. 
Storms fieroely down the foaming tide; 

An<l sbimps his foot print in t he sand. 

And writes his name with eager hand. 

'Tis vain! tiir wavcts tlial sweep the shore 

Knise the marks fon-ver more; 

Their sliadows live, only when 

Their deeils are Iracetl by history's [h'u. 

But every noble thought, sublime 
And grand, will move o^er waves of time, 
And throw its liglit on every shore. 
Till fleeting time shall flow no more. 

Xow ctvi^e my harp its tuneless wail, 
No longer vex the passing gale; 
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But wake again the bard that weaves 
Clear music sweet from **maple leaves,^* 
And bid oar grandest moon tain peak. 

Our widest flowin/^ river. 
The nnme with roverem honor speak. 

And echo on forever. 

Judge Dorr, in a few happy remarks, next introduced Hon. 
A. L. Miner, of Manchester, who spoke an follows : 

Mr. Fretiidentf Ladiea and Gentleimn : 

I did not come to this celebration to niako a speech, but to 
listen to others and once more to mingle with some of my life 
long friends, with whom it is ever a pleasure to meet. Being 
called upon, I cannot forbear saying a few words although they 
will be said in a desultory manner. 

It yvm in this County that niy eyes were first opened to the 
liiiht, ,ui(l in wliirli the first thirty yi'ar.sof my lite were spent. 
Hither as an actual resident, or student, or trarher, I hav«' 
lived in more than one third of the twenty-live tow ns ot which 
it i> eouijiosed. For lifty yeai.s lljere bus been scarcely a term 
of your Courts but what 1 buvc been more or less in iiltend- 
anee. My acquaintance with the people has been very gen- 
eral, long continued, and to me not only pleasant but endear- 
ing. 

One hundred and two years ago this month, my paternal 
grandparents moved into this town from Connecticut, and settled 
about two hundred rods east of where we now are. They 
name with an ox team. Their effects mainly consisted of ei*rht 
i hildren, the youngest hut fburniontlis old. Altlionirh ther<' 
were <|uite a nundter of" settlers scattered al)out this town, at 
tliJit time, near!}' all this section was an unbroken lor<'st ; no 
roads that could he jiroperly culled I'oads ; no bouses bul loii* 
huts of the most riide and primitive kind, generally with but 
one room, and perhaps never more than two. The earth 
smoothed off served for a floor. As to furniture blocks of 
wood and rough Iwnchcs did the duty of chairs, and planks 
split from the bass-wood were used for tables. The trees had 
to be felled and the ground cleaitsd before anything could be 
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raised for food. It has always been a mystery to me how 
they subsisted the first year. I have often thought that we 
did not fully realise; the privations, hardships and trials that 
our fathers endured in coming into this then wilderness, and 

conviirtinLr it into sniilinsr liarvest fields, and bciiutiful happy 
Imiiu's for 81) maiiv jx'ojiic. Tlmt work was not iione by weak 
or itlK' men. It wa> //oy/,-. haid and (•on>lanl, that tliey had to 
»lo. Now we aic n apiiii: llu; tVnits and enjoy iim" the conitbi'ts 
and l>U;ssiii^s that have followed aud come from their bcverc 
and rugired toil. 

A log tort was erected at the ''Falls (now Centre Kutlaud) 
where in case of alarm the women and children were taken, 
and the men shouldered their muskets and stood guard. There 
were then no newspapers, no mails, no means of knowing what 
was tmn.spirin<>: untside the settlement, except as events were 
told from i>no to another. Rumors of invasions would liecomc 
maunifieti into the near ajjproacli of a larufe hand of hostile 
Indians who had been hired by the British to mitssacre the 
whole sett K'inent. 

It was no uncommon tliinir for ail the h(d|)less to be hurried 
to the 'fort. Sueli men did not wait for tlie tomahawk and 
scalping knife to be used on their wives and children before 
they endeavored to have them in a place of safety. This was in 
the middle of the revolutionary war ; but probably in every 
case the alarms were groundless. 

Fifty years ago this Spring I came here and went into the 
office of Royec & Hodcrcs, to com|)lete my [)rofes8ional studios. 
What ehanires this tifty year> have wn)uu:lit ! The sanu' natural 
st;enory still remains. The mountains extendinij on eitiier 
hand as far as vision will reach, Avith their lofty summits and 
conclike peaks piercing the clouds, still stand iu all their 
pristine grandeur and pride. This same valley, imsurpassed 
in beauty and fertility, with its river and many streamlets, is 
yet here. Whoever wishes to see a more charming landscape, 
one too whore every evidence of thrift and happiness are ex- 
hibited, than is to be seen from any of your summits where 
this valley from Brandon to Wallingford is brought in view, 
must go to some spot of earth that my eyes have never yet 
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looked upon. A greater Being than man lifted up these moun- 
tains «nd spread out this valley for you to dwell in. We can 
little chan!^<> this handiwork. But all else, how different and 

how chan<?e(l I Your villajre then had but one street. It then 
contaiiu'd l)iit two plain lionsrs for )»ul)lic worsliij). There 
were two siiimII hotels. mihI ihoM- wilh cfiliiiirs so low (hat some 
of your |)i-e>eiit landlords could liar<ll\ stand ci et-t in tlieiu. In 
|)oint of business you were then fully equalled l>v Brandon and 
Castleton, with several other towns hut little behin<i vou. 
Now you hare many splendid church ediHces, all comparatively 
new. Your hotel accouunodations are proliably not equalled 
in New England . outside of Boston. You have l»ecome the 
business centre not only of this County, but extending into 
and throi igh other Counties. Your streets and | )o | )ulation have 
increased more than ten fold. Your {)ul>lie huildiiiirj^ and many 
palatial residences woidd adorn any town in any eountry. 

As 1 was sittiui; on this |)latrorni (his afternoon, I endeavored 
to thiuk how many men wen* livinir here now that were in 
business here when 1 eamc in l.s.'il. 1 could re< <)lleet hut two ; 
they were sitting together just forward oi' nie, Mr. iieuben 
R. Thrall, ami Mr. Luther Daniels. I think they are all that 
were then old enough to be in business for themselves and who 
still reside here. 

It seems to me that no village then or since then in this 
State or elsewhere of an e<jiial nunilwrof inhabitants contained 
more men of marked ahility and of hij^h moral i liaracter, than 
were then resi(h'nt. Tlu'y are now at "rest.** 

Vermont has raised a lari^c number of representative nuMi, 
and this County ha^ hud a full share. Knilin ('. Mallory and 
Stephen A. Dciuglas were hoth natives of Rutland County, and 
Solomon Foot located and lived here in the village of Rutland. 
Mr. Mallory was elected six times to Congress, the last time, 
in 1830, without opposition. He died in the Spring of 1881, 
without serving any time under his last election. He was 
justly considoi'ed one of the strong men, and a leader in Con- 
gress : perhaps he had as mneh ability as any man ever raised 
in this Stat(;. Mr. Foot lived here with you. It is l)ut tiftecn 
years since we deposited his remains in yonder vault. This 
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town, and 1 might almost say (In- State, was dnipod in mourn- 
ing ; many of you, perhaps all of you, knew him well. Ue 
served this town in the Legislature several times, and was 
three times Speaker. He served four years in Congress and 
declined a further election ; he was elected U. S. Senator in . 
1850, and again in 1856, and again in 1863. He presided 
ovLM* that hodv most of the time for four years. \lv had few 

«.' V 

0(|uals and no supci iort? a.s u presiding oliicer. lie died iu 
olliee, with "iiariiess on." 

Mr. Douglas' history is known to all. He served in hoth 
houses of Congress, and was thiee times a candidate, either for 
nomination or before the people, for the otfice of President of 
the United States. He died in 1861, just after the civil war 
had 1)egun, but be lived long enough to declai'e in a public 
speech that he would sup^Kirt the administration in putting 
down the rel)ellion. He was doubtless one of the brightest 
men, and perhaps as ready in dc})at€ as any man in public life 
ever was in this count ry. To have produced sueh puhlie men 
as Malloiy, Foot and Douglas is uo small honor to this or 
any other country. 

James Meucham was also burn uud raised in this town. He 
waseight years in Conin'css, and was nominsited for another elec- 
tion at the time of his death. He was called the first scholar 
in the House of Reproscintatives. Statesmen are not the only 
eminent men who have had their origin in this county. Learn- 
ed men in all the professions, including professors and teachers, 
editors and civil engineers, and leading business men in all the 
departments of litV^, have been raised in this county , and have 
been scatti'red all over this hroad country. 

The Koircrs, the I'utlers, tlie lioardnians, the Iligleys, the 
Ihiels, the Kelloir«2:s, the Gilbeils. the Walkers, the Conants, 
the Austins, the ( 'larks, t he Nobles, the Cushinans, the Roberts, 
the Pages, the l>iir<'lows, the Chipmans, the l^orters, the Jones, 
the Merritts, and the Beards. I might add the Greeleys, for 
Horace was raised in this village. Let us look at some of them * 
as viewed from my standpoint at that time, and as they appear 
to me now. 

The clergymen then were the Rev. Dr. Charles Walker and 



Digitized by Gopgle 



104 



CEXTENMAI. CKLKBUATION OF THE 



Rev. Dr. Proctor. Dr. lliclu came while I was here« and re- 
mained till his death. Have your pulpits ever been supplied 
with abler and better men ; or those more revered and beloved 
by their parishioners? 

The physicians were Dr. Cleveland, Dr. Porter, and the 
two Dr. (irtH-ns. Wore they not all einiiHMit in their profes- 
sions? Men of hiiHi standinij' and ureal worth. I'here were 
3e\ei*ul gentlemen residini^ liere who had l)een alloiiievs, not 
then in practice. »lndir<' \\'illianis wa> then on the liench. 
Col. Gove was almost a life time clerk of the Circuit and Dis- 
trict Courts. William Pairc was cashier of the hank, and 
Robert Pierpoint was clerk of the County Court and Probate 
Judge. Judge Strong and Robert Temple had retired from 
practice. 

The lawyers in active practice then were Rodney C. Royce 
and Silas H. Hodires, E. L. Onnsbee, R. R. Thmll, U. H. 

Walker, (ren. lirown and F. W . Hopkins, and Solomon I'\)ot 
was added to their miniltei' >oon aftei* I caiiie. llave yoii cNcr 
had a more protbimd iudLr<'. or one who was more hijj^hly 
esteemed than J udi^c W i llianis ? lias there been a better jury 
advocate than Uodnev ( '. Tiovce, whose assistance was souirht 
in all jury trials? Has there lieen any lawyer here that could 
give a clearer analysis of a law point than Edgar L. Ormsbee ? 
Or one who could cite more decisionn and give their reasons 
than Silas H. Hodges ? Did any one ever do a larger business 
or take more ju<lgments in one year than Mr. Thrall? One 
of his students told me that thev had taken over fifteen him- 
dred judirments lhat year. I ventun^ to say that is more than 
are now taken in the comity in any year. 

Have yon had hetler and more ri'lial»h' merchants than .lames 
D. Butler, Mr. Fuller, Daniels cVc IJell, Maj. Hodges and James 
Barrett? Have you had any better mechanics than such men 
as Gapt. Lord and Judge William Hall? Did any village or 
place ever have men who wore more universally believed to 
be trustworthy at all times, and under all circumstances gov- 
erned by the highest moral principles than such men as James 
D. Butler, ( 'apt. Lord , Dr. Hooker and Jud^e Williams ? And 
1 might u<.ld many others. W here could be found men of 
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more polished manners, gentlemen at all times and everywhere, 
than Col. Jesse Grove, Maj. Hodges, Dr. Horace Green, and 
Judge Williams? Bat, Mr. President, they have all passed 
that portal which opens into the unseen world : 

In tile swrct fields ol Eden, 
Where the tree of life is bloomiiij^.** 

Veniiont has .siMit out iiiaiu luvu tliat liave ohlaim-d liiixh 
honors in other States, and in the <;encral iroverninent. She 
has furnislu^d one (lovernor for Massachusetts, three for New 
York, one for Ohio, one lor Michigan, one for Indiana and 
one for Louisiana. Last year she had three of her sons, first- 
class foreign Ministers, Mr. Marsh, at Rome, Mr. Kasson, at 
Vienna, and Mr. Stoughton, at St. Petersburg. And rumor 
says that Mr. Morton, of New York, another Vermonter, is 
soon to be sent as Minister to France. 

Men boni and raised intliis State have been members of the 
U. S. Senate trom New Ilanijjsliire, New York, Michigan, 
Indiana, Illinois, liouisiaua, Arkansas, tuid two at the same 
time from Wisconsin. 

When I was at Washington there were Vermontei s in the 
House ; one from Maine, one from New Hampshire, live from 
New York, two from Pennsylvania, Thaddeus Stevens, one of 
them, three from Ohio, one from Michigan, and one from 
Wisconsin. Since that time the Green Mountain boys have 
constantly found their way into the National Le^slature from 
a larire number of States. In the jiresent House, one of its 
most able members, Mr. Kasson. of Iowa, is u Vermonter, 
and one of its brightest and most witty is another, Mr. liorr, 
of Michigan. 

We have furnished one Mayor for the City of New York. 
The present CoUectorfor that city and also for Boston, and the 
Vice-President of the United States, were all sons of this 
State. 

From 1840 to 1850, this State had four members of Con- 
gress . In 1843 we elected new members from all the Districts. 

Ill tht^ 1st, Solomon Foot ; in liie 2d, »Ia<'ob ( 'ollamer : in tlu^ 
3d, George i\ Mursh; iu the ith, Paul Dilliughum. The 
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members at the coimnencement of the session are sworn by 
States. As our delegation went to the clerk'8 desk to be 
sworn, some one remarked that fonr better looking men conld 
not be found in tlmt body : perhaps that was truc% for tliey 
were certainly nil iiu'ii ot uiicoiiiinonly Hnc jx-rsonal a|»}iearan<;*'. 
lint let iiu! add that no Stale, however hirir*', ever sent tour 
new nieinhers, or tour old ineinberrf, into one (.'oiiirr<'ss that 
had more ability than those four. 11' jNew Vork, with itt> 
thirty-tliree members (or forty as thoy once had), ever had 
in one house four members of e<]ual ability, it must have been 
before my recollection. Of Mr. Foot I have already spoken. 
Mr. Marsh served six years in Congress and has been a foreign 
Minister nearly twenty years. He is a man of vast learning, 
and it is said no man in the world can read or speak more 
languao^'S than he can. Governor Dillinjrhani was a democrat, 
served four years in ( \>n«rress, and dei liiu d a further eieetion. 
I met liim in the cars soon alter Fort Snmpter was tired upon. 
II<' tol<l nu' lie prcfcrre<l the picservation of the country to 
parly, and that lie should do all he was able to put down the 
rebellion. Ue was that year elected State Senator, and after 
that was two yeait; Lieutenant Governor and two years Gov-* 
emor. For maqy years no man stood higher in the State as 
a jury advocate. J udge Collamer had been one of our Supreme 
Judges a long time ; he served six years in Ck>ngress, and re- 
fused another election. He was Postmaster General under 
President Tavlor. and tlien ajrain one of our JudLTcs. He was 
elected Ignited States Senator in and airain in 18fl(>,and 

died in otlice, in Xoveiiiher. hsii'*. He was beyond doubt 
more learned in the law than any other Senator, and so con- 
sidered by all. This State hab' placed his statue in the old 
Kepresentatives Ilall, at Washington, as our Urst and greatest 
citizen. His death occurred but two or three months previous 
to Senator Foofs death. Governor Dillingham appointed 
their successors to servo till the le^rislature should meet the 
next October. You, Mr. President, had a seat in our State 
Senate, (Hon. Mr. Dorr beinjr in the Chair), and I was in the 
other house at the session in the fall of LSCi;. W'o tilled their 
places by electing our present Senators, Mr. Edmunds uud 
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Mr. Morrill. Aftor they were elected you introduced appro- 
priate resolutioDtt relative to the death of our tviro Senators. 
When the resolutions came to the House, I moved that tlu>y 
lie and bo made a 8|>ccial order, that fitting- remarks mi<»ht be 

inadr. At llic I iiiie set you, Sir, I'luiu' iiiU) the llouse. iiiul 
sat lU'ur iiio. f Iimvc not seen wliat I said since tlit'ii, \m\ I 
rcfolU'ct of sriyiui:, anioiiu; otlicr ihiiiiis, sonicl liiiiir lil<*' this,' 
"thattwo of the most massive and hi«ildy j)olished piUars, whieli 
upheUl the struiture of our greatness, had givon way and 
fallen, imt we have fitted others in tlieir phices, and may they 
stand as firm, and reflect back as bright a luster upon their 
constituents as those did that have fallen." 

Have not my hopes and yours been realized ? Our Senators 
have been there ever since. Mr. Edmunds isjustly called the 
head of the Senate ; and no man there or elsewhere Iwtter under- 
stands thi' revenue laws or is a nion' complete inasteiof tinancc 
than Senator Morrill. When our Senators were in a inajorily 
Mr. Moi rill iiad the ehairmansiiip of the committee on linanee : 
Mr. Kdujuuds (hat of tlie judiciary. >hiy not ihia little State 
well he proud of furnishinir mefi for tin; two most important 
positions in the highest legislative body on earth ? 

I was requested to say something of the Lawyers who were 
in practice when I came here, and l>efore that time. I was 
acquainted with all who were living in the county then, and 
perhaps have known all who have lieen in practice here since. 
I have aheady mentioned the members of the bar in this town. 
I < an do very little more than name those in other tow ns. In 
\\ allin<;ford there was dudiie Ihidnn, who hesides Mr. 
Tlirall is tlie onlv onv now livino; in the count v that was then 
here. In Tinmouth, Judge Xohle, who was out of praetice ; 
he had Ikm u a long time Judge of Trohate, and one of the 
associate judges of the County Court. Ho was of undoubted 
integrity ; a good lawyer and truly a Xoble ** man. Nathaniel 
Harmon, of Pawlet, was consideretl well versed in the law. 
General Jonas Clark and his nephew, Orson Clark, were 
then in Middletown. Orson died young. The General was 
one of the most genial of men. His law know ledge was oh- 
tuiucd at homo, utter he was married, lie had little previous 



Digitized by Google 



106 C£MT£NNIAL CELEBRATION OF THE 

educatioD, but he became a good lawyer and had an extensive 
pi'acticc. He made up for lack of early training in native 
talent, ready wit and nntirinir eiu'rjry. He was a lonor number 

of years State's Mttoriu'v, unci lvcprt's(Mit;iti\ e lor nearly a score 
of years. 1 knew liiin lictti r than other attorneys. That 
town was niv eai'lv lionie. In l*oiiltnev there were rhulire 
Warner and James Harris. Mr. Mallory tlied the spring 1 
ctuuc here. 1 cumc t'rDUi his otHce. 

In Fair Haven waj« Judge Kittredge. lu Castleton, Selah 
H. Merrill, Judge Howe and H. F. Langdon ; Chauncey Lang- 
don died the fall before. In Benson, General Kellogg, father 
of our late Judge L. C. Kellogg, whose death was so deeply 
mourned by us all. In Pittsford, was Gk>rdon Newel and 
John G. Newel ; also John Pier|>oint, who moved to Vergiinnes 
soon alter, antl who has hecn «>ne ol" onr Supreme ,ln(li,'^es Tor 
t wenly-foiir yeais, and (Miiet' Jndu'e since the fall (d" INtiTi. In 
I»ranih)n tliere were CJenerai J )avenj)orl , J iidirt' June, an<l a 
Mr. Bruuglitun. It seems to me tiiis is a list of honorahle 
names, sueli as any county may well feel proud of. It is true 
lawyers had not the liooks they now have ; many questions 
have become settled that no learned lawyer would now think 
of raising that were then fairly debatable. I think they 
relied mora upon their talent at reasoning, and their ready 
wit, than 'now, and much less upon their actual knowledge of 
the law. 

There wvvq at an early day able men in th<' oilier professions 
before and <h)wn j»ast the lime I came here. I will only name 
a few. In the ministry there were Dr. liall, of this village, 
and Mr. Haynes, of West Ivutland ; P)igelo\v and Ilaynes, of 
Middletown, Griswold, of Pawlet, Cushman, of Fair Htiveii, 
Kent, of Benson, Kendrick, of Poultney, Child, of Pittsford, 
Knappin, of Sudbury, all able men. 

There were early a large number of eminent men in the 
medical profession in this (bounty. At Castleton, there were 
old Dr. Gridley, the two Dr. Woodwards, and Dr. Perkins, 
all at some time professors in the' medieal eollesre. At Poultney, 
Kendrick and lirownson ; Timnouth. ('Iarl< ; Middletown, 
Clark J Pawlet, 8argeant; Wallinglonl, Fox; Fair Haven, 
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Bi<^elow; and Pittsford, Dana. These were all celebrated 
iiR'n ill llieir protes.sions, and doubtless there were others of 
equal standiu<j:. 

Mr. Pn^sidciit , I have t'lidcavorcd to <j:ivo you fads in rather 
a ramblinii nianuer, it is true, but if \ havr been the cause of 
any i^ratiticiition to any one I am glad that 1 have bcon thus 
(Milled upon to talk without preparation. 

Faata need no adornment to be of interest. Thanking you 
and the audience for their attention, I will say no more. 

Upon conclusion of Mr. Miner^s remarks, Hon. A. M. 
Beard, U. S. Collector for the post of Boston, was presented, 
and made the following remarks, as reported in WieiHeraUd and 
Gkbe: 

MR. beard's remarks. 

Mr, President^ Ladks and Gentlemen: 

When 1 received the invitation to come here, 1 had no 
intimation that a speech was to be expected from me. I came 
to listen and to loam, and I have learned. Having been away 
fram the State so long, I thought it would not do to slight the 
first invitation I had to come liack. A man is not responsible 
for his birth place, but I am proud to have had my origin in - 
this Stal<\ and would not admit an ('(|ualitv in this respect , ex- 
ccj)! with an Ohio man. Thoniih not horn in this coiuity, my 
birtii[)iace was just l)eyon<l the mountains, and in my youth 1 
looked upon the same peaks with the natives of Kut land coimty, 
only from a di He rent direction. In this county, however, in 
Pittsfield, I had my business training. Tlu're now remain few 
of the men* with whom I was acqnainted then. I have been in- 
terested in the accounts given hero to-day of the settlers of 
this State, who seem to have the best qualities of the English 
blood. The period since they first came into these regions 
seems lonijf, but is in reality short. The patriotism of the 
early dwellers in this State gained the victory of 'Picondero«^a, 
and they showed consununale statesmanship in those days by 
their tact in kecpini:- the Knj^Ii'^li .'it bay, while ;it tliesamc lime 
Washington never once mistrusted their purity of purpose and 



Digitized by Google 



no OENTENMIiX CELEBRATION OF THtf 

lo\';illv. In the foimdalioii of thoir L^ovcrniiient the whole 
|><'oj)l(' took pnrt, niid it was literally a ij^ovcrnnu'nt ot" and l»y 
the {)e()pleL, with the freest siitlVaue. The ( ioveriior was eliosen 
by the peopK' and by ull tlie people, as was tiie ease in Mas- 
sachusetts and Connecticut. That wa^ the Pilgrim idea of a 
State, and the purest democratic idea. But once a year the 
governor was made responsible to those from whom he re- 
ceived his office. You here have departed from this practice, 
Imt I helieve the recurrence of the seasons should mark the 
return of responsibility to the chief executive of the State. 
The ])rinfiples of freedom whieh are found dominant in the 
dwellei s anioMii' iiioimtains ha\ <' e\ er dist inirnished Verrnonl . 
not only in her <'arly history Imt sul).->e<|uent ly . ilei's is the 
proud (lisi ini t ion thai she is the only Stale whieh ne\er had a 
slave within her borders, and slavery was prohibited in her 
constitution. Nor did a slave-owner ever oomo within hor 
borders in pursuit of his fugitives, sis he did in Massachusetts 
and other Now England States. In my position I am often 
called upon to make decisions, and always make them upon 
the basis of a decision once made by Judge Klias Keyes of 
Stockbridgo, which well reflects the spirit of Vermontors. To 
a lawyi^r who demurred from one of his rulings on a point of 
law, the jndire I'eplied : "If it isn't i.iw . it ouuht to he. and yon 
will find it law within the jurisdiction ol this court. The 
sons ol" \'erni()nt are found wherever civilization lias i^one, and 
it makes very little dlH'erence whether she increases in pojiula- 
tion or not, so long as she sends out such men as she has and 
wields the power at Washington that she does now through 
her Senators. A gentleman once said he was tired of the 
turmoil attendant upon our Presidential elections, and was 
almost in favor of a monarchy. But did this man but stop to 
compare the lives and characters of our rulers — ^the jieople — ^in 
the last hundre<l y<»ars with that of the best of the sovereisrns 
duriuii" that time, his opinions would have been changed. The 
transfer of the chief otlice of this o^reat nation, which took place 
at W'ashino^lon to-day in |)cace and <juii't , is a thinu: which could 
not be acc-oniplished in a like maimer in any otiier nation. 
The sons of Vermont who have gone without her borders have 
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prospered, hut with tlie Inpse of time tiiey ivinoiiihor more 
and muic llie scciirs .ukI assoriiitions of their yoiitli, and hy 
these memories are inspired to do more and ]»> more for the 
honor of tlieir native Stale. And therefore 1 say it makes 
little difference whether Vermont increases in ])oiuilation or 
not, if she continnes, as she has done, to send out sons and 
daughters who shall give to her and to themselves the fame 
which character and intelligence bring. 

Mr. Beard was loudly applauded during the course of his 
remarks, and at the close. 

After Mr. Beard's address th(^ President of the day, Judge 
Dons made a few remarks on the success of the celebration, 
and many interesting facts which bad been presented before • 
the meeting, and after thanking the large attendance present 
for their long continued and respectful attention to the exer- 
cises of the evening, declared the meeting ndjoumed. 

Owing to tiie extende<l an<l vai iiMl literary ;md liistorieal ex- 
ercises of the day. hnt litlh' space or lime was devoted to the 
antiqnarian or relic department, (^iiltc a iiumher of interesting 
relics were produced on the occasion, hut nearly, if not quite 
all, liad Ix on seen and descril)ed in other centennial gather- 
ings and celel»rations, and have l>een preserved in publicjitions 
pertaining to the same, so that no especial mention or descrip- 
tion of them will be given in this present volume. 
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(PaMlalied by pennlnlfni fWnn tiie CentemiM Cetebratton, ISTO, of RoUand, yenaont.] 

THE DEAD CENTURY. 

BY 

Mrs. Julia C. (ItiPLEY) Dorr, 

OF RUTLAND, VERMONT. 
I. 

\a^\ wp onmo 
Hfiirinjij the Ccnliirv coM and dnuib! 
Foliling alxivf the liiif^hty bn ast 
Lie Che hands that have earned their rest ; 
Hnshed are tlie grandly Ki)eaking lips; 
dosed are the eyes in dear eclipse; 
And the sculptered limbs are deathly still. 
Responding not to the ea^r will. 

As wo oonio. 
Bearing the centmy, cold and dumb! 

n. 

Lo! we wait 
Knocking here at the aepulohre^s gate! 

Souls of tlie n<^eH passed away, 

A mightier joins yoor ranks to^y ; 

0|)en your doors :jn<l ^^ive him room 
r>nrirMl ( cnturit's, in youi' lonih! 
For ralnily under his heavy pall 
Sleepetli the kinglioist of thnn all. 

While we wait 
At the sepiilcbre^s awfiil gate! 

III. 

Yet — pause j)ere 
Reinliiii; li>\v o'er Mif naiTow bier! 
I'aiisr ye awliih' am! let yf>nr (lioiiLrht 
Compass the work that he hath wrought; 
Look on his brow so scarred and worn ; 
Think of the weight his hands haye fctorne; 
Think of the letters he liatb broken. 
Of the mighty words hia lips hnve spoken 

Who lies here 
Dead and cold on a narrow bier! 
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IV. 

SiloMt ami ealiu to his ^^jraiul n'i)<»se, — 
While the Centin ie» in their tcuub 
Crowd together to give. Mm room* 
Let us think of tlie wondrotta deeds 
Answering: stall to tlie worid^s great needs. 
Answering still to the world*!* wild prayer. 
He hath been first do do and dare! 

Ah! lie •j:oes 
Crowned with htiys to his last repoee. 

V. 

When the earth 
Sang for joy to hail his hiith. 
Over the hilltops faint and far 
Glimmered the li;i:ht of Frccdotn's star. 
Only a poor, pale torch it x'cnitMl — • 
Dinilv Irom out the clonih il !jh riiiied — 
Oft to the watcher s eye l was lo.^t 
Like a flame by ilerct; winds rudely tossed. 

Scarce conld earth 
Catch one raj when tthe hailed his birth! 

VI. 

But en' lonir 
Ilis voun*; voice, like a. elarioti siroiii;. 
Kang through the wihhnne.ss far aud tree, 
Flrophet and herald of Good to be! 
Then with a shont the stalwart men 
Answered proudly from mount and glen. 
Till in the brave, new, western world 
Freedom's bannei's were wide uniurled! 

And ere lonj^ 
The Century's voice like a clarion strong, 

vn. 

Cried *'0 Earth, 
PflBans sing for a Nation's birth! 

Shout hosannas, y<' jjolden stars 
P( eriii;x through yonder cluudy bars! 
Burn, () Sun. witli a clearer beam! 
Shine. () Moon, with a solter gleam! 
.loin, ye winds, in the choral strain! 
Swell, rolling ao.ua, the glad refrain! 

While the Earth 
Feaans sing lor a Nation's birth!" 
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▼III. 

Ab! he saw— 
' Thfe ycmng prophet with solemn Mwe — 
How after wearj pain and sin. 
Striving without and foes within, 
Fniitles-^ }>r;i\inj(9 and long suspense. 
Ant I toil tliat Ixmc no rcconiix'nse— 
After }M'ri1 mikI blood ami tears, 
Honor and I't'iiue should crown tlif years! 

Tin's li" saw 
While his itearl llirill* d w itii .soliuuii uwe. 

IX. 

His cU'Ar eyes, 
(i:\7.}n<j; forward with '^hvl >iirpris<'. 
Saw how mir land at last i-hoiild be 
'I'rnlv the hnnii' ot the brave and free! — 
Ssiw Ironi the old w»jrUi\s crowded streets. 
Pestilent cities and dose retreats. 
Forms gannt and pallid with fiunine sore 
Flee in hot Imftte to our happy shore. 

Their sad eyes 
Widening ever in new surprise. 

X. 

From all lands 
Thronging tliej come in eager bands; 
Each with the tongue bis mother spoke; 
Each with the songs her voice awoke ; 
Kiteh witli his dominant hopes and needs. 
Alien habits? and varyinj; creeds, — 
Urin'jini,'' slraiiire fiction.- ajiil lancies they came. 
Calling olii truths by a ditrerent name. 

When the lands 
Sent their sons hither in thronging luindi;. 

XI. 

Iku the Seer — 
This dead ( Vnturv lyinj; here — 
iJisini^ out of this chaos saw 
Peace and Order and l.oxc and l^iwl 
• Saw by what subth; aichemy 
Basest of metals at length should be 
Transmuted into the shining gold 
Meet for a Icing to have and hold. 

Ah. great Seer! 
This pale Century lying here! 
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XII. 

So he tau<;ht 
Honest freedom of speech and thnu«riit ; 
Tan^t that Tratb is the grandest thing 
- Painter oan paint or pqet sinj^; 

Taught that under the meanest ^mise 
It marches to dt'cds r.f h\»h emprise; 
Treadiiifj the [)aths the prophets trod 
Up to the very mount of (4(h1 I 

Truth, he tMiiirht. 
Claims full freedom of .speech and llioii<;ht. 

xiir. 

lieariPL;' l<>ii;i 
fh^avy burdens of hate and wronir. 
Still has the arm of tlie Ceutur}' been 
Waging war against crime and ^n. 
Still has he plead (lumanity^s cause; 
Still has he prayed for equal laws; 
Still hati he taught that tlie human race 
Is one in despite of hue or place, 

Even thou;;h long 
It has wrestled with bate and wrong. 

XIV. 
And at length, — 

A giant arising; in iiis strenjrth, — 

The fetters of >erf atid slave he broke, 

Suiitiiio^ tlieiii off l)V a <ini:l(' stroke! 

< >\>'r the Mus( i>\iti- \va-.te of .-nou s. 

Up irom Ihii lields where the cotton grows. 

Clearly the shoot of deliverance rang 

Wlien chattel and serf to manhood sprang* — 

As at length 
The giant rose up in resistless strength. 

XV. 

Far apart, — 
Each alone like a lonely heart, — • 
Sat the Nations, until his h ind 
Wove al»out them a wondrous liand; 
Wrought about them a miy;hlv i-hain 
Binding the mountains to the main ! 
Distance and time rose dark between 
Islands and continents still unseen, 

While apart 
None ielt the throb of another^s heart. 
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XVI. 

Bnt to-day 
Time and space bath he swept away! 
Side by side do the NaUonn sit. 

By ties <»l biothorhood cIokhi- knit; — 
\yhispers Hunt r>\'r tin* rollinjj; deep; — 
A'<>ic('<i; <'('li<» from shM'p fo sJccp; — 
Niitions -^iH-.-ik. -ukI the n'plies 
Fill till' tiurtli siiul tin- \ ;mltt'<l skies; 

For t<)-»la\ 
Tiine and distance an* swept Jiway. 

XVII. 

1 f >li:itiL'«' thrills 
(Quicken Iloini- <iii her -f\ en liilU; 
It .1 oil lici' •-nit ry I In i.iir 
Initia wails and makes lier moan; 
If the eagles of haughty France 
Fall as the Prussian hosts advance. 
All the continents all the lands. 
Feel the sliook through their clasped hands. 

And quick thrills 
Sdr the remotest vales and hills. 

xvui. 

Yet these eyes. 
Dark on whose li«l8 Death*8 shadow lies, 
fiet their far-reaching vision rest 

Not alone on the mountain's crest; 
Nor (lid llif-e leet with stately trend 
Follow ;il(»ne wliere the N'ltions led; 
'Nor these |)ale hands, -o weary-worn, 
MiuL><tt;r only whore stute-^ were horn. 

These elear eyt!s, 

Soft on whose lids Beath^s slumber lies, 

XIX. 

Turned their gaze, 
R'lrnest and pitihd. on the wavs 
W'heri- the poor hurthened sun-, of toil 
tiirned their hreail anjid dnst and moil. 
Saw the dim attics where, day by day, 
Women were stitcliing their lives away. 
Bending low o*er the slender steel 
Till heart and brain began to reel, 

And their days 
Stretched on and on in a dreaiy maze. 
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XX. 

Then In; ^ipuke; 
Lo! at once into boing woke 
Moscles o£ iron» arms of steel. 
Nerves that never a thrill could feel! 
WiRH'ls :in<l pulleys and whirling bands 
Did work ot tliH wear}- hatKls, 
And tir<'lfs> feet move to jiml fn» 
Where the achiD«j liiul)s wen- wont to go, 

WliiMi he spoke 
And all his spriteis into Ih ini^ woke. 

xxi. 

Do yon Say 
'Jc \va.> no sjiint u)i«i passt-d away? 
^aint or sinner, he did luavt- dj'cds 
Answering still to llnnianiiy's n<n>.|s; 
Songs he hath suni; that shall liv.- (or aye ; 
Words he hath uttered that ne'er shall die ; 
Richer the world than when the earth 
Sang for joy to hail bis birtli. 

Even tho' you say 
He was no saint whom we sing to-day, 

XXII. 

Lo! we come 
Bearing the Century, cold and dumb! 
Folded above the mighty breast 

, Lit' tlic hands that have earned their rest; 
Unshed are the grandly-speaking Hps; 

Closed an- t]i»> eves in drear (-(dipsc ; 
And th.< >( uiptiivi'«l iind)> are deathly still, 
llespondiu^ not to the ea^- r will, 

As we come 
Bearing tbe Century, cold .and dumb! 

xxin. 

Lo! W(; wail 
KntK'kin;; here at ihe sepidchre's gate! 
Souls of the Ages passed away, 
A mightier joins your ranks to-day; 
Open your doors, ye royal dead. 
And welcome give to this crowned head!* 
For calmly under this sable paJl 
Sleepeth the khigliest ol ye all, 

While we wait 
At the sepulchre's awful gate! 
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XXIV. 

tiivt* iiim room 
I'l'oudly, Centuries! in y<rar tomb. 
Now thiit hiH weary work is done 
Honor and rnst he wpU hatli won. 
Let him who U first amon;^ yon pay 
Ilom.i;^*' to him who comos tliis tlay, 
Bi4iilin<i: liiiii puss t«> his i lest in«d place. 
Noblest oi all bis nohlr race ! 

Make ye room 
For the kingly tleml iu the silent tomb! 
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PHOCEEDINGS ' '-"^ - 

OF XUE ' 

Rutland County Historical Society 

FROM ITS 

Organization to the Annual Meeting at Fair- 
haven, August 10, 1881, inclusivb. 

PEEPABBD BT 

J. M. CUlililEK, Secretary of the Society. 



ORGANIZATION. 

Originaiora, Barnes Frisbie and Joseph Jocelyn, of Poult- 
ney ; John Howe, David Dwigbt Cole, Jerome B. Bromley, 
James Sanford, Josiah N. Northrop, B. F. Adams, and John 
M. Currier, of Castleton ; R. C. Abcll, of West Haven ; and 
Andrew N. Adams, of Fair Haven. 

Notice huviiiif !)('(' II irixcn in .•"•'mtmI count v new s})M|)<'1 s tliat 
a roiiiity liistorii-al society would Ixi orirJiiii/A'd in (Justlctoii on 
Friday, June 11, 1(S<S(|, at 2 oelocU i'. m., several persons 
w ho were the mo5?t interested in the movement met in John 
Howe's office, and ett'ected a [)ernianont organization. The 
meeting was called to order by John M. Currier; Barnes 
Frisbie was chosen Chairman, and John M. Currier, Secretary. 

CowdiitUion cuiopfed, John M. Currier read a series of arti- 
cles of confederation, which were unanimously adopted. 

Officers Seated. Barnes Frisbie, of Poultney, President ; 
James Sanford. of Castleton, Vice-President ; John M. (un irr, 
of istleton, Sed'etury ; and R. C. Abell, of West Haven, 
Treasurer. . 



Digitized by Google 



122 CEMTENinAL CELEBRATION OP THE 

SaiHng means. The method of raising means for publishing 
the proceedings of the Society was brought up for discussion, 
but no definite plan was agreed upon, and the subject was laid 

upou the tabli'. 

SPECIAL MEETING, OCTOBER 26, 1880. 

Date o/ meeting. A .special meetiii«r was licld in the \'estry 
of the Congregational church in Castleton, On Tue^iday even- 
ing, October 2Hth, at 7 o'clock. 

The President Hames Frisbie in the Chair. 

Prayer. Prayer was offered by the Rev. E. T. Hooker, of 
Gilstleton. 

Address. After John M. Currier made «ome brief state- 
ments as to tho objects of the Society, »fann's Sanford was 
caHed to tlic Ch.-iir. nnd Hiiniew Frisbie delivered :m ad<iress 
on the " I'tilitv ot" lli>t(»rv.'' The :id(h"ess was followed liv 
remarks from Henry Clark, of ivutland, who said that Kiitland 
County was an historic rejjfion, and particularly the western 
part of the County; Castleton, FTubbardton. Pittsford, \\'est 
Haven, Poultney, Wells and Pawlet were rich with historical 
reminiscenses, much of which had been gathered up and saved, 
and much that must soon be gathered up soon or go into 
oblivion. 

8t<me Knife. John M. Currier read an account of a polished 

stone knife found on IJinTs Mountain about tifty years ago, by 
Jjanniel ( 'ouch. 

Silver (^aj) and Cane. *lv T. Hooker exhibited the silver . 
cup of Johathau Edwards, which bad been handed down to 
clergymen in Mr. Edwards line of descent who were sound 
in the faith. Also a cane made from the wood in the old house 
in which the congregation worshipped overwhich Mr. Edwards 
had the pastoral charge, in Berkshire, Mass. 

Besoiutions abotU CkfUenniaL Barnes Frisbie said the 100th 
Anniversary of the Organization of Rutland County occurs in 
February of 18H1, and offisred the following .resolutions, which 

were ad()j»te<l : 

Hlie/ras; The (^'ntelUlial of the ( )r^anization of the (\>itnty 
of Rutland, occurs in February, 1^81, it ijecms proper that it 
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should he fittinnfly celebrated under the auspicefl of the Rutland 

(bounty Ilistorual Society. Tlicrcfore Im' it 

Htsolved, That tliis Soc u iy appoint si coinniittec. consisting 
of one from each low n in the ('ountv, to make arraniiements 

> *■' ' ' 

for an a))pr(>priuto celehrutiou of the ceuteuiiial of Itutland 
County in Fel»ruary, 18H1, 

Tht^ followini:^ gentlemen were elected »uch Gomoiittee: 
Martin C. Rice, Benson ; John A. Conant, Brandon ; J. B. 
Bromley, Castleton ; H. B. Spaiford, Clarendon ; John C. 
Williams, Danby ; A. X. Adams, Fair Haven ; Cyrus Jen- 
nings, Habbardton-; S. C. Peck, Ira; O. Cook, Mendon; 
O. Myrick, Middletown ; 0. W. Brighani, PittsfieM ; ("harles 
Colhnrii, Pittsford : .Marshall lirovvn, Pawlet ; >Ierritt (lark, 
Poultn<'y ; L. ^^^ Ivcdinuton, IJutland: K. N. Fislier, Shrews- 
hury : A. W. ilyde. Siidhury : Levi Uice, Tinniouth ; .1. E. 
Hitt, Wallingford : llihind Paul, Wells; violin Crowley, Mt. 
Holly: K. C. Al)ell, West Haven ; Hiram liaird, Chittenden ; 
and D. W. Taylor, Sherburn. It was further 

BeaUvedy That L. W. Redington, of Rutland, be niade 
Chairman of said Committee, and empowered to call them to- 
gether at such time and place as may seem to him proper. 

Btmmaceneea, Interesting reminiscences and historical facts 
were related by the following gentlemen : M. H. Cook. B. W. 
liurt, Simeon Clieney, K. V. Hooker, Joseph S. Uutton, 
George I). Spencei* and d . N. Norlhrop. 

Donations. The tnllowiiig donations wen* made to the 
Society: By Henry Clark, I'o j);niiphlets ; by liarues l^'risltie, 
his History of Poultney ; by John M. Currier, 50 pamphlets 
and documents. 

NorihrGp^B remarks. The following exti^acts are made from 
J. N. Northrop's reminiscences and facts about Castleton : — 
<*Josiah Norton lived in Castleton, about three miles noi*th of 
, the old Fort, on the east Hubbardton road. He came from 
Berlin, Connecticut, in about 1790. He built a framed house, 
and a saw-mill. lie manufactured metal liuttons at the same 
place. lie \va> liberally educated. He moved tt> Fair Iluveu, 
Vermont, in \m). Died in im^."* 

^^Nathaniel Northrop came from Salisbury, Connecticut, in 
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1770, and Hettled on the east Hubbardton road in Ctotleton, 
nearly three miles north of the old Fort. When the Revolu- 
tionary War broke out he returned to Salisbury, and staid till 
1777, when lie n'tnriird to Castletoii. He was a fanner. He 
had seven rliildrt n, a- tnllow s : Ira, Sally. .losepii, Klijah, 
Norton, Polly and Sanincl. Iim was u joiner and carpenter. 
He laiilt a saw niilL grist mill, elotliinir mill, eider mill, and 
tonndrv in Castlcton. near where his father lived, between 
iliii} and 1&20. He built the first eo^ wheel iknning mill in 
this section of the country, when he was 17 years of age. 
He did the work on it while his team was eating at noon, when 
working on the farm. The mill was used by his father many 
ycurs aftenvards. The wheels were made of wood at firsts 
but aftor he built his foundry the !»carin«r was made of cast 
iron. He also made the first iron plow in N'eniionl. in 1>»20; 
he had two patterns. H«* made the })atterns aiul < a-t the tirst 
cook st()\e ill the St.-ite. The Itoiler p.ineiii> wen* made ot" 
paste hoard irhu'd toi:ether, several thicknesses. He ili<l all 
the casting in this section for many years. He manufactured 
plows, stoves, hollow-ware, machinery^ and andirons. .Vlx)ut 
1825 ho imilt a shop and put in a trii>-hammer. He made 
steel hay and manure forks, which took the place of the clumsy 
iron ones throughout the county. Whitehall was the main 
niiirkot for them. He continued this business, together ivith 
fannin*^, throuj^ his life. He died in 1844." 

*"Ah(>ut IH.'^d Sanmel bought the clothim: works of Ira, and 
continued the l)u>iness twelve years, or thereahout-s. fhe mill 
was afterwards converttnl into a irrist mill." 

" ('ornelius lioard was :i hiai ksmith, ow nini:' a shop at 
Castleton mills, now Hydeville, on the outlet of Lake i^omo- 
seen, near the tirst Falls. There was a large for<re near this 
\to\nU where iron was smelted from the ore. Mr. Board, in 
about 1820, put on the first continuous tire on wagon and cart 
wheels in this section of the country. This was a secret pro- 
ceiss with him for several years. He would allow no one to 
be present when he set tire on wheels. Previous to that time, 
tire on all wheels was put on in strips, making wheels very 
clumsy aud not so lirm." 
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SEMI-AKKUAL AIKIiTlN(i, .lAXUAUV 13, 1861. 

Date cf Meeting, The Semi-Anniial meeting was held in the 
Vestry of the Congregational Church in Castleton, on Thurs- 
day nfternof)!!, .raiumry l.H, 1881. 

Cliairtnau lianies Frisbie called the meeting to order at 

Address. Ucnry Clark delivered an address ou "Historic 
Monuments." 

Bwgraphical Sketch, ilev. J. K. \^'iilianls dclivcrt'd a I)io- 
grapbical sketch of Dr. Lorenzo Sheldon, of West Kutland. 

New Members. The following persons were presented for 
meml>ership, and unanimously elected: . L. W. Redington, 
Heniy Clark, Edward *L. Temple, . Henry F. Field, John N. 
Baxter, Rev. Dr. J. Cr. Johnson, Col. (leor^e A. Merrill, 
Charles II. Sheldon. Kcv. »J. K. W'illiaiiis, .1. K. Leonard, 
Rev. Walter Miteliell, S. M. Dorr. Dr. Cliarles L. Allen. 
Charles K. ^Villialns, Henry H. Snntli, .1. H. Manley, and 
Georjj^e II. lieanian, of Rutland: Dr. ,1. K. Hitt. of V\" ailing- 
ford ; (ieorgc M. Fuller, of Fair Haven; Chark's S. Colburn 
and Henry F. Lotbrap, of )^ittsford ; Dr. A. T. V\ oodward 
and John A. Conant, of Brandon ; John C. Williams, of 
Danby ; Levi Rice, of Tinmouth ; and H. B. .Spaiford, of 
Clarendon. 

Rtii4S8 Exhiinted, Mrs. D. W. Rice, of Castleton, a powder 
horn on which was engraved the following words : "Oliver 

Root. Hrs nonx, crvKN iilm r.v K.nsicn Kiii.KSTox f\ thk 
VKAi! A. D,. 17S()." Also a foii'st and two <levils were en- 
graved upon it. Oliver Root was a native of Pittstield, 
Mass. He settUnl in the town of Benson in al)out 17!l<i. He 
first went to that town to help survey the land, and after 
coming into possession of some land in that town concluded 
to settle on it for life. Ensign Egleston, who was also a 
native of Pittsfield, made the horn and presented it to Mr. 
Root, saying "that he was going up among the Indians and 
might need it to carry his powder in.^' Mrs. Rice is a niece 
of Mr. Root. Mr. Root died in Castleton in 1848. 

L. B. Smith, of Castleton, exliibited a brick from the 
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Bmiidtford church, near Jamestown, Va., and a plate of stone 
from the Egyptian obelisk erected in Central Park, N. Y., in 
1881. He afterwards presented them to this society. 

Oeorge ^I. Fuller, of Fairhaven, exhibited several relics ot 
Major John Fuller, of Pittsford, Vt. ^iajm- Fuller was in 
the Revolutionary war, jind after the war had command of an 
army cor)) at Xew ( )rleaiis. lie was <)m<' oMli*- c.iily set- 
tlers ot" SlK'rlmrne. Vi. Ilr was liorii iuFreetowu, Mus^.^aiid • 
resided a sliort tiiiir in Pittsford, \'t. 

(.'. L. Baxter, of Castleton, « \liil)ited a powder horn owned 
by his father and carried in the Kevolutionary war 1*\ Silas 
Perkins, of Connecticut. Mr. Baxter is a son of William ' 
Baxter, Jr., who settled in the town of Cornwall, Vt., in 1793. 
William Jr., bad live brothers, whose names were Francis, 
Moses, Alexander, Benjamin and David, all bom in Enfield, 
Conn. Also he had one sister who married a Mr. 8axe, and 
lived in I)anl»y. N't. William Jr., had nine children, viz : 
Luther, Polly. Betsey. ('\Mllii,i, NN'illiani. Lytli.i. Lainiii«l;i, 
Levi and ( 'haiiiicy L. Chauncy L. lived in ( Vnnwall until 
IH<U, when he moved to ( 'a>tl('ton. He had tive children, as 
follows ; Martha Jane, married GeorL^e Daniels, and lives in 
Wisconsin; Luther T^., living in CJhaska, Minn. : Mary Ann, 
Horace G., and Laurinda Z., who married .William Wood- 
bury, and lives in Castleton. 

Merritt Clark, of Poultney, exhibited an old patent for a 
oom sheller, and a record from the old family bible of the 
Lankton family. When Chauncy Lankton was in colle<re at 
New Haven, the name of Lankton was ehanired to Lanirdon. 

.1. i>. Bromley exliiltited an Enirlisli e])ie poem over '2iH) 
years old; a series of suellinir Hooks from 17.")() down to the 
present time ; .several copies of newspapers ahout the time of 
the Kevolutionary war; and a hutter worker one hundred and 
eight years; old, used in the family of iiememl>er Baker. 

Rev. L. H. Stone, of C^tleton, read extracts of some curi- 
ous old sermons of Ebenezer Porter. 

A. N. Adams exhibited two copies of Lyon's '^Scouige of 
Aristocracy," and other newspapers {)rinted in Fairhaven. 

Qtanye of By-Laws. A resolution to change the by-laws 
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of the society so as to read two vice presidents instead of one, 
was presented by Henry Clark, which was accepted, and 
placed on file. 

Committee. It wsis resolved that the president appoint a 
(oimuiltoe. consist inuf of thrcf^ mcinhiMS each, on hioirruphy, 
on liistorical colliM tions, on lu'\ olutionarv relics, and on 
priming. Tlie })resident api)ointed tlie following; committees : 
on Biography, Henry (Mark, J. B. Brownley, and A. N. 
Adams ; on Historical Collections, John M. Currier, Henry 
Hall and A. T. Woodward ; on Revolutionary Kelics, Merritt 
Clark, B.^ W. Burt and R. C. Abell ; on Printing, L. W. 
Redington, James Sanford and H. B. Sp afford. 

CommUtte on Indian Names, A resolution wa« adopted to 
ai)point a special committee to report on the genuine Indian 
names a})piicd to places in this county. The fbllowinir ap- 
pointments were made: Henry Hall, J. li. Bromley and 
John M. Currier. 

Domition. John M. Currier presented the society with 31 
pamphlets and manuscript documents. 

SPECIAL MEETING ^AY 4, 1881. 

A special meetmg of the society was held at the Bardwell 
House, in Rutland, on Wednesday, May 4, 1881, at 2 o'clock 

p. M., for the ))urpose of devising" plans foe publishinir the 
procecdiuijfs of the centennial celebration of the organization 
of Rutland Countv, last March. 

L. W. K'cdington was callc<l to the chair. After full con- 
sideration of the matt(n-, it was voted to publish the proceed- 
ings of the society for the tirst year of its existence, including 
the centennial .celebration of the oiganization of Rutland 
County, in one Yolume. 

It was further voted that the means necessary to defray the 
expenses of publication be raised subscription in each 
town in the county. The following resolution was presented 
and ad()i)ted : 

Resolved. That a publication (•oniinittee of live jucnibcrs 
be a})pointed to prcpan* and publish, at the earliest pi'acticablc 
date, the tirst volume of the Rutlaud County liistorical So- 



Digitized by Google 



128 CKNTKNXIAL CKLEBKATION OF THK 

ciety's collections, which shall embrace the full proceedings 
of the County centennial celebration. 

Beadved' That one solicitor in each town lie appointed to 
obtain subscribers to ihe centennial volume. 

The followiui: }>iiblication committee was appointed: Geo. 
A. Merrill, S. M. Dorr. I*.:iriics Frishie. IK-nrv Chirk and 
ffolin M. ('iin iei". TIk' following; xtlicitinn' coniinitlcc were 
M{t|K)iiii«Hl : r»»'iis(>n. I/. Ilnw ,11(1 Kcll()oi>- : lirMiidoii, C. II. 
Forbes; Castloton, John M. Currier: ( 'hircndoii, H. U. Spat- 
ford; Cliitteiidon, Edwin Horton ; Daiihy, -lohn C. Wil- 
liams; Fairhaven, (leo. M. Fuller; Ira, Bradley Fish; Hub- 
bardton, S. W. St. John ; Mendon, O. Cook ; Middletown, 
R. R. Woodward ; Mount Holly, John R. Hoskinson ; Mount 
Tabor, L. R. 'Howe ; Pittsford, R. R. Drake ; Poultney, 
Clarence Rand ; Pawlet, Marshall Brown ; Pittsfield, 0. W. 
Briffhaui : Knthjud, (Vril Oirpenter; West Rutland, F. A. 
Morse: Sherburne, I). W . Taxdor: Wells, Hihind Rand; 
West Haven, U. C.^ Al)ell ; Tinniuuth, Henry D. ^oble. 

SPECIAL MEETING JUNE 11, 1881. 

Place of Meeting. A special meeting of the society was 
held at the Bomoseen TTouse, in Castleton, on Saturday, 
June 11, 1881, at 10 o'clock a. m. 

Ckairman. D. D. Cole was chosen chairman. 

Obfect of Meeting. The object for which the meeting was 
called was to see if the society would participate in the com- 
ing celebration at Lake Bomoseen, on July 4th. The following 
resolutions were rend and adopted : 

IVhtrea-s, It is (■onteni[)lated t<» celebrate the lO')th anni- 
versary of (he A uicficaii Iiide|)eii(lciic<' on the shores of liiike 
Bomoseen by the citi/,eri^ of the nei«rhboring towns; and 

WhereaSt The island in Lake Bomoseen has been without 
a name since its discovery, neither history nor tradition re- 
vealing any that may have been applied to it by the Aborig- 
ines; and 

WltereaSf The present occupant of the island has expressed 
his willingness and desire to have a fitting appellation be- 
stowed upon it, be it 
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Besoived, That this Bodety take part in the forthcoming 
celebration, and that a committee of three be appointed by 
the president to arrange a programme of exercises for the 

society's part of the celebration ; und be it farther 

Resolved J That this ("ommittce he <;nn)o\vorc(l to confer 
witli the ot'cnp.int of Ihe islHiid in the selection of an appro- 
priate up[)elhition, and in the order of exercisesat the celebra- 
tion ; also to confer with the citizens, committee relative to 
the general programme. 

(kmmiUee AppoinUd, The following members were ap- 
pointed by the Chair as committee : John M. Currier, of Cas* 
tieton, A. N. Adams, of Fairhaven, and Henry Hall, of Rut- 
land. The following resolution was also read and adopted : 

Besclvedf That the president of the Vermont Historical 
Society, the president of the New Hampshire Anlicpiarian 
Society, and tlic c(litoi's of all the newspapers in L'litland 
County be invited to attend tbe exercisrs of tlie celebration. 

ANNUAL MEETING, AUGUST 10, ISSl. 

Annual Meetlncf. The annual meeting of the society ^was 
held in Adams' Hall, in Fairhi^ven, August 10th, 1^81, at 2 
o'clock, p. M. 

Chmrman, The President, Barnes Frisbie, in the Chair. 
ExMbUions cf R^Imx, M. C. Bay> of Hampton, New York, 
exhibited a collection of nearly 500 copper and silver coins. 
Isaac N. Perry exhibited a silver coin bearing date of 1711 ; . 

it was hermeticallv sealed in the base of a tjlass ffoblet, and 
was broiiirlit over fro!ii Kn<i;land tvventv-two vears previous. 
The iroblct iiad l)een broken, but not so as to exjjose the coin. 
He also exhibited a British half peiniy datccl I7.'i7, which 
he had plowed up in Castlcton village in 1S71). Many of the 
old British copper coins of an early date have been found in 
the vicinity of the old Fort in Castleton, nearly all of them 
bearing date earlier than 1777, when the British army of 
over two thousand were quartered there about three weeks, 
and the coins were probably lost by the soldiers. 

Mrs. C. W. Whipple exhibited several pamphlets and school 
books of old dates. 

B. VV. Burt exhibited a package of old records, and a teni- 
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peranco roll of names of persons who were members of the 
first tempeiance society in Castleton, about 1840. 

A. N. Adams exhibited a collection of printed and mana- 
script docnments. 

Donations. Judali 1 ):inji, of \\ » >t IJiit l;m<l. jn'csenlcd a pike 
for reccivinc: cavalry t liari;os, taken tVoin the ursenal at Ma- 
con, (in., by Abram T. Mellish, while on Sherman's march 
through the Southern States in the liebellion. Also one wax 
seal of the State of South Carolina, taken from some old 
State documents at Charleston alx>ut the same time. Also 
one sword which he purchased of Frank Wait, of Windsor, 
Vt. , and Siiid there was a valuable history connected with it, 
but lu' had been imable to obtain it. 

TI. L. ShchloM presented ;i » (>py of "The V'enuont »Iournal 
and tile I'nivt rsal Advertiser, I, No. 89, Wednesday, 
April 28, UM, Wimlsor, printed by Hough & Spooner,'' 
and writes as follows : 

MiDDLEBUKY, Aug. 5tll, 1681. 

Sec. Rutland Co, Htstorical Society. 

Dkar Sik : — An obitiiar}' notice in the National Standard 
ot" M.iy ir)th, ]S'21, of Ah!«Mi Sjiooncr s:iys : "He was the 
original piopiidor of the N'crmont Journal, the oldest paj»er 
in the Stall', conthicted it as sole editor tor nutvv ih.in thirty 
years, and retaint^d the proprietorship till his death. At the 
time of his settlement in Windsor there was no printing es- 
tablishment in the State, although he had been preceded by a 
sickly and short lived Gazette at Westminster. He brought 
with him, and us<'d for years, the identical press first set up 
in New Kngland, in ItJ.jo, and the best sludtcr then to be 
pnx'ured for an office was :i mere shanty, erected with slabs, 
so rudely constru('ted that the first l)usiiicss of a winter's 
niorninir was to rid himself of >now whirh had been uncere- 
moniously introduced through the crevices during the night. 
His iniper then was of a size but little larger than the com- 
mon foolscap. He may, therofore, not ina[)tly be termed 
the pioneer of the profession in the State. I enclose a num- 
ber of the paper for your Society. 

Yours truly, 

H. L. Sheldon. 
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Addrem, A. N. Adams read a paper on the Philosoph} of 
History, after whidi the Society voted to have it published in 
the "Fairhaven Era." 

IncldcidM. Mr. E. L. Barbour, of Benson, gave some 
aiuusing incidents in the early history of Benson. 

Historical Society in Budand Cktunty, A. N. Adams stated 
that. an historical Society was organized in Rutland county 
several years ago, to which several donations had been made, 

and it snbsefiucntly was discontinued ; he desinnl that those 
donnl ions !)(> ohtMiiicd for the benefit of this Societ}', and 
moved tli.it I lie Set rctary Ix' iiisinicted to look them up :ind 
report tlic l osiilts of his investigations at a subsequent meeting. 
The motion prevailed. * 

Poem. Mr. E. H. Phelps, of Fairhaven, read a poem on 
the Island of Neshobe, in Lake Bomoseen, which it was voted 
to have published. 

C/uuK/e of Hij-Tjuios. The rosohition which was presented 
at tlie senn-Miinuul nie<*tinu: l)v Henry Clnrk, to have the JW- 
Laws elianiii'd so ns to lead "two" vice-presideuts instead of 
one, was called up and adopted. 

PresideftiiCe Address, Barnes Frisbie then delivered his an- 
nual address, which was voted to be published. ■ Address : 

Several years ago a County Historical Society was organ- 
ized at Rutland, with the lamented Loval 0. Kelloirir, of Ben- 

son, as presidenl and (^hauneey K. Williaiu.N, ol" Ivnilaiid, as 
seeretary. Soon alter .Indite Kelh)i::ir died, and, from indif- 
ference of the citi/ens of the connty, not mncli was ellected 
under that or<;auization. A few gentlemen in the county have 
for years felt the importance of a eounty organization, and a 
meeting was called to be held*at Castleton on the 11th day of 
June, 1880, for the purpose of organizing a society. The 
meeting was held and the Rutland County Historical Society 
was organized, or more properly, perhaps, re-organized. But 
few were present at that meeting, but 'those few voted a 
quorum present, (made provisions for a const itntion) and 
elected their ollicers, with the hope that in view ol" the need 
of such a society, and tho advautages that would accrue from 
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it to future generations, it might, with the perseverance of 
thoae few, beeome an active and useful institution. 

Under the circumstances, the work of the societr): for the 
year has been a success. The work would have been more 
eifoctual with a more general interest on the part of the coun- 
ty ; hut wo have mt\<\e a he2rinTiin«r* and a i^ood be«^innin<?, as 
I tliiiik ; one tliat slioiilil ciuoiirago us to persevere and hope 
for good results in tlic future. 

MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY. 

On the 14th day of Marcli last the one hundredth nunivor- 
sary of the organization of Rutland County was celebrated at 
Rutland by the society, and there was a very large atten- 
dance on that occasion, comprising many of the best citizens 
of the county in and out of Rutland. Many valuable ))a|)ers 
were read at that meeting, containing much historic matter 
not hitherto published, and which we may expect will he pre- 
served, tliouiili tliev as y<'t only in nianiist ripl ; iind liere 
perh;ij)s I otiirht 1<> say :t word in r»'lali(»n to print ini:". Yim 
will a«j:re«' w itii nie that it is iinjxtrtant that the colleclinns of 
the society should i)C printed for perusal L'^encraliy and for 
preservation. The society has no fund)> for this purpose, 
and its collections must remain in the secretary's oiiice until 
the means are in some way provided for publication. Most 
of the papers read at the centennial, and some read at the 
other meetings of the society within the year, if put into a 
volume, would make a valuable contribution to the historic 
literature of the State, and, as I believe, a work which would 
be read with nnieh int(M"est by the present and future genera- 
tions of Rutland County. 

Hut wlietlier [irintcd or not, I should uri^e the perseverance 
of the society in the work which it has so well Itegun. If not 
printed, the day will come when its nnisty records, and man- 
uscripts will be sought for with avidity by some future histo- 
rian. My friends Currier, Adams, Clark and myself, who 
have had something to do with historical writing, could tell 
you how eagerly we have examined old manuscripts, papers, 
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account hooks, ceiiu tciies, any and everything that would 
throw light upon the past. 

The soeicty celebrated the Fourth of July at Lake Bonio- 
secD, in Castleton, and named the island in that hike. My 
health was such that I could not attend that celebration, but 
the reports induced me to believe that it • was a- creditable 
affair. 

Such in brief is my review of our first year's work. To-day 
we have our annual meeting for the election of officers, the 

transaction of miscellaneous business that may properly come 
up, and it is well, ])crliaps, that we confer togetlier, so far as 
time will permit, u|)on our future work. 

In my judiiment the w'ork of a historical society may 
properly cover more ground than seems to he .i;iven to it by 
the public opinion. A very important part of the work is 
doubtless to collect that part of our history not already col- 
lected and in a state of preservation, and there is some of - 
that yet to be done, that must be done soon or never. The 
presentation of old relics is well, and I think should be en- 
couraged. 

The \ ahie of history is in the philosophy of history — its 
lessons and its teachinjjs. 

It is well for thost> who read papers containing historical 
facts to follow out ill the same papers the results of those 
facts, and thereby our society may become in its wa\'' a very 
useful educator of the people. In the century that has passed 
since the settlement of Rutland county, there have been great 
changes ; social changes, changes in industries, changes in 
public conveyances and transportation, changes in almost 
everything except in the revealed and natural laws. For all 
of these, changes there is a cause and ellect, and the people 
became wiser and better not sim])ly by knowing the facts, but 
by understaiuling the cause and eilect, in other words the phi- 
losophy of history. Within the rticollection of those of my 
age the railroads in th<' State have been built, the telegraph, 
the marble and slate industries commenced, and a good num- 
ber of manufacturings established in different parts of the 
county. And here seems to me to be a good deal of legiti- 
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mate work for our historical society. Our marble and slate 
have now hcconic very iiiiiiortant interests in l\utlan<l county, 
and the indications are that tliev are lirovvinic, eiKhirini^ inter- 
estfi. We know or can readily obtiiin all that is c«$8cutiul in 
making u|) tho history of marble or shite workinir in this 
county, but the people of the county fifty or a hundred yeara 
hence will not know its history, or be able to obtain it, unless 
we collect and leave it for them. 

A history of agriculture would seem to me very import 
tant. I know very well that the general impression is that this 
is a matter which does not much concern history, but in my 
opinion some tliorouirh .nticles on this topic, which would 
brino: out the proixrcss ol'that vital interest from our tirst set- 
tlement down to the present tiuK", with its ronnections and 
bearings, would tend to enlighten the people on that subject. 

I have been advertised to give tho annual address on this 
occasion, but I can do but little more than give a few sugges- 
tions for your consideration, at the same time assuring you of 
my deep interest in the work of the society, and, so long as I 
am able, my willingness to do m v part of the work. 

New Mcinbci's. The rollowinix |)ers(Mis were j)ropo>e»l lor 
membeiship, and were duly elected: Frank \\ . K'etllicid, 
E. H. Phelps, Z. C. Ellis, Ira V. Allen, J. W. Ksty, Mi s. A. 
N. Adams, Miss Kmeline (Jilhert. Mrs. V. (J. Whi[)ple, Mrs. 
S. A. Case, Mrs, E. H. Phelps and Miss M. Augusta Baldwin, 
of Fair Haven ; E. L. Barbour, of Benson, and M. C. Ray, 
of Hampton, K. Y. 

Officers Fleeted. For President, Barnes Frisbie, of Poult- 
ney ; Vice-President, James Sanford, of Gastleton, and Joseph 
Jocelyn, of Poultney ; Secretary, »Iohn M. Currier, of Cas*- 
tletou, and Treasurer, R. C. Abell, of West Haven. 
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ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION 

OF THK 

Rutland County Historical Society. 



ABTIOLB I. 

Xanw. riiis Society stiall be called the Rutland County 
llisturical Society. 

ARTICLE II. 

Purposes. Tin- ohjoct of this society shall ImUIic coilixtion 
and piescrviitioii of liistoiiial liicts, more puiticularly such 
as reiute to the county of liutlaud. 

ABTICLE III. 

Members. I. The mcniherR of this society shall be thiee 

kinds: Active, CorrespoiKlin*^, aiul Ilononiry. 

II. Active nHMnl)ers shall he rcsidonts of the county of 
IJullaiid, aixl pay the sum of two dollars into the treasury 
wiieii admitted. 

III. Corresponding memhers may hv either residents or 
non-residents of the county of liutland. They must be per- 
sons of some literary attainments and from whom the society 
may expect contributions. They shall have no privileges of 
acting in the deliberations on the business of the society. 

IV. Honorary members may be elected from time to 
time, but no one shall be elected to such a position who has 
not conferred some favors upon the society, ami is a person 
distinguished lor his or her literary or historical atlaiuiiKMits. 

V. No person shall become a memlxn- of this society 
without obtaining a unanimous vote at the anuual or semi-an- 
nual meetings. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

OJicera, Tlie officers of this society shall t>e a president, 
one vice-president, secretary and treasurer. 

AKTIGLE T. 

DttHes of Oncers. T. It shall be the duty of the presi- 
dent to preside :i( all ineetinirs of Ihe societv, and. with tlie 
vice-])i-esi(lent and sccrctarv. he shall determiiu' the tiine and 
phice of holdiiiiT (he iiiei tiiigs, when not deteiMUMed I»y the 
By-laws or by previous vote of the society. He shall be em- 
powered to call inoetinge of the society when from any cause 
the secretary is absent. 

n. It shall be the duty of the vice-president to act as 
president in his absence. 

in. It shall be the duty of the secretary to record the 
proceedinirs of the meetinjxs of the society and i)rei>are them 
for puhlieution. He shall preserve all papers and other prop- 
erty of the s(»(M<'ty ; shall call all meetiugs of the society in 
the manner d* >ii:iiated in the By-laws. 

IV. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to receive all 
moneys of the society and pay them out only by vote of the 
society. 

y. It shall be the duty of the president, vice-president, 
and secretary to determine the time and place of holding the 
meetings when unprovided for by the By-laws or previous 
vote ; and shall act as a publication committee to determine 
what shall be suitable for pubfication. 

ARTICLE VI. 

MeeUn08. I. The annual meeting of this society shall be 
held in the first or second week in August, as may be desig- 
nated by the three principal officers. 

II. The semi-annual meeting of this society shall be held 
in the first or second week in January, as may bo designated 
by the three principal oHicers. 

III. Special meetinL^s may be held at any time deemed 
judicious by the othcers or by a written applicatiou of three 
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or more members in writiu<^, delivered into the hands of the 

secretary. 

TV. The iii(H>linii:.s of this society nmy bo called oither hy 
written or printed notices sent to eacli active nieni))er, or hy 
publishing the notice in one or more of the county papers, 
one week previous to said meeting. 

ABTiGLB vn. 

Gertijicates. On the election ol' any I'crson to nicmhership 
of this society, it shall be the duty of the secretary to issue 
and forward a certificate of membership to such a person. 

AKTICLE VIII. 

IVithdrawals. Any person may withdraw from this society 

by lodging in the hands of the secretary a written uotitication 
to that eltect. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Amendment. Any of these articles may be altered, amend- 
ed or repealed at the annual or semi-annual meeting of the 
society, provided such alterations, amendments, or repeals 
shall have been proposed in writing at a previous meeting. 

ARTICLE X. 

Quiorum. Three shall constitute a quorum to transact busi- 
ness. A lesser number are empowered to ac^ourn. 



Amendment OF Article rv, Aug. 10, 1882. 

Officers. The officers of this society shall be a president, 
two vice-presidents, secretaiy ami treasurer. 

The following report of the semi-annual meeting of the 
society, taken from the "Fairhaven Kra,"* we here append. 
The very instructive and interesting articles resid on that oc- 
casion will be published in full in the second volume of society 
proceedings, which will appear next year. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 

Rutland County Historical Society, 

Januaky 1G, 1««2. 



The s(K^ietv met in llie \ ostrv ot" the Cou<;rc<i;itional church 
in Castleton, ^^olulay, .laiiuaiv U'tth, at 2 o'clock, r. M. . 

Barnes Fnsbie, president, in tli«' chair. 

Prayer was offered by the Kev. John P. Demeritt. 

The following relics were exhibited:, A powder horn, by 
A. £. Knapp, of Foultney, the property of bis cousin, A. M. 
Knapp, of the same town ; it was made by his great grand- 
father, Justus Knapp, of Saratoga Springs, and a minute man 
in the war of the Revolution. He also presented several 
copies of newspapers of remote date. A. R. Draper exhibit- 
ed coins selected from his collection of 72.') ; they com- 
nient'cd al)()ut 200 years before Christ, and extended down to 
the present time. Some of the specimens were very tine. 
Dr. d. Sanford read some old i)all cards, 7') years old. 

William Griltith read an ailicle on the tslate industries of 
Rutland county, containing many new facts. 

L. B* Smith read an article on the **Rise and Progress of 
the Marble Industry of Rutland County." Both of the above 
articles showed much Ubor In their investigations and prepar- 
ation. 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

Mcsolced, That the |)roceedings of the Kntland Cimnty 
Historical Society diiiin<r the tirst year of its existence, in- 
cludinLi the papers read at the centennial celehralion of the 
organization of Kntland connty, shall be immediately pub- 
lished in hook form, and be it further 

Resolved, That Henry Clark an<l L. VV. Rediugton, of 
Rutland, be authorized to compile and publish the same. 
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B. W . Burt moved to have ii comiiiitteo appoiiitod to draft 
rt'sohit ions on tho dcatli of Joseph Jocelyn, vico-presideiit of 
tliis soricty. Tlic motion ju'evjiili'd, and L. W. Uedinirton, 
James Sauford, and 1\. C. Reed were appointed, and in- 
structed to report at the evening sessioA. 

The following new membei's were elected : Nathan T. 
Spragae and A. R. Draper, of Brandon ; L. B. Smith, John 
P. Demerritt, Abel £. Leavenworth, and B. W. Burt, of 
Castleton ; R. C. Reed, of Fairhaven, Hiel Hollister and 
Marshall Brown, of Pawlet ; and A. £. Knapp and Wm. 
Griffith, of Poultnev. 

Hiel Hollister presented an article on the slate luisiness in 
the town of Tawlet, which wdn read hy L. W. iiudiugton. 

KVKMMIJ EX EXCISES 7 P. M. 

The committee on resolutions, being called upon to make 
their report, stated that they . were not prepared ; and it was 
YOted to defer their report until the annual meeting. 

Dr. James Sanford read an article on the ^^Reminiscences 
of the War of 1812 pertaining to Castleton," which was tidl 
of interest, and especially entertaining. 

Prof. Abel Vj. Leav(Miworth read an a<ldress on "N'erniont 
at Ivichmond," fnll of historical infcniiiat ion, and was listened to 
with ni[)t interest. After the address he exhibited numer- 
ous mementoes that he I>ronght home from the war. Among 
them were a seal with which <\)nfederate bonds were stamped, 
a branch of palmetto which he obtained from the abandoned 
treasury building, a primary school book used by the Confed- 
erate children, pieces of Rebel and Union war vessels, and 
several other relics equally interesting. 

The exercises of the evening were interspersed with [)atri- 
otic war songs and anthems by a choir, consisting of dosejih 
S. Dutton, M. B. Dewey, E. H. Armstrong, and Mr. and 
Mrs. A. K. TTiirlev. 

This meeting is the largest since its organization, and the 
interest manifested in its labors seems to be on the increase. 
The three subjects upon which the attention of the society is • 
now turned, viz ; Slate, Marble, and War Reminiscences, 
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must be very near to the iu'()|>le of Rutland county, and un- 
less llic history of thcso objects are Lratlu red up soon, imieh 
that is ?io\v of irreat interest will soon he lost. It is the de- 
siirn of the s(m icty to |iiil>li>h the tirst year's lahors in one 
volume, and tiio Slate, .Marl>le, and War contriluitionfs in a 
second volume. Those who are interested in such works are 
invited to aid in their prosecution. 
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25. Charles K. Williams, liutland, 

26. Hepry H. Smith, 

27. J. E. Manley, 

28. George H. Seaman, 

29. Henry Hall, 

30. Dr. John E. Hitt, 

31. (ieori^e M. Fuller, 

32. Shark's S. (;oll)iirn, 

33. Henry F. Lothrop, 

34. Dr. A. T. Woodward, 
3f). John A. Conant, 

36. John C. Williams, 

37. Levi Rice, 

38. H. B. Spafford, 
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42. Ini C. Allen, 
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49. Miss M. Augusta Baldwin, 
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53. A. R. Draper, 

54. L. B. Smith, 

55. John P. Demcrritt, 
5G. Abel E. Leavenworth, 

57. B. W. Burt, 

58. Roland C. Reed, 

59. Hiel HoUister, 

60. Marshall Brown, 

61. Albert E. Enapp, 

62. Williimi Griffith, 
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REMINISCENCES OF FAIRHAVEN. 



WBrmSN BT MI8S EHBLINE GILBERT, AS OOHMUNICATBD TO HEW 
BY BENJAMIN FKANKLIN GILBfiUT. 

Read befoce the Rotlaod Coanty HiBfeorieiil Society. 



A hundred years ago the sandy plain where now stands the 
▼illage of Fairhaven, was covered with an unbroken forest of 
tall pine trees. Some of them were 200 feet in height, with 
branches interlaced at a distance from the ground, which was 
so free from underbrush that the earliest settlers could drive 
their oxen and carts under the trees without cutting a, road. 

But birds and winds had scattered seed, and gradnally, as 
the timber was cut away and the sunlight stole wndtM* the (uiges 
of the u;recn roof, tlios(^ seeds i^enninated, and prcscnlly there 
ai)pearcd a new i^rou tli of pinti, lu'ccli, hemlock and soft maple. 
The heart of the large trees was neviT found soun<l, but lum- 
bermen sometimes counted 400 rings outside the great centre 
* piece, whose testimony wms eligible. Hence the trees tiiust 
have been of considerable size when Columbus started out in 
search of the continent. In 1811 a violent wind swept across 
the plain, from south-west to north-east, levelling nearly 
everything in its path. Such of the giant trees as escaped 
the axe and the wind, died soon after being bereft of their 

tall fonipanions. 

l)ut it is with that dark, soh'nm forest for a l>;i< ki;ionii(l that 
we should regard the (IrdimUus pcr.sun/KH of t hosiM-ai-ly t imes, 
for in life as in a jncture the lights appear brilliant in pro- 
portion as the shadows are sombre. Enduring severe toil 
and privation, it was not possible for them to lead the gay, 
careless life of the present generation. 

Doubtless any play of wit had' for them a grim force and 
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meaning it does not bring to us. Their merry makings were 
mingled with severest toil. Was the heavy frame of a house 
to be raised, every man responded cheerfully to the call, asking 

no pay, hut expecting a liberal supply of that which **cheer- 
eth th<' heart ol' man/' failiiiii;^ wiiicli tiinlxM-s were raised, 
hut that man inviiriahly loiuul his liousc wiong side up. 

Fairha\'en, inchiding the territory now called West Haven, 
was chartered by the State of Vermont, April 26th, 1782. 
The first actual settlers came to town about that time. They 
were Silas Satt'ord and a Mr. Hawley. They built a grist 
mill and small house, which for obvious reasons served as a 
tavern. Mr. Safford was first justice of the peace, and held 
the office longer than any of his successors. 

Poultncy was already partially settled. It was in 1783 
that a little girl stood on the hank of Poultney river watch- 
ing some loaded teams ford the streain. That girl was Sally 
neniamin, who lived until a few vears since. The wairons 
contained Col. Lyon, with his family and goods, on their way 
to found the town of Fairhaven, of which he was one of the 
proprietors. Matthew Lyon deserves more than a passing 
notice, not only as being the most prominent figure among 
the early settlers of Fairhaven, but as a man who carried 
an influence in many States. Rather short, thick set, and 
speaking with the Irish brogue, he appeared the counterpart 
of many a more recent emignint. But his native energy of 
character, an<l superior mental and executive ability, might 
lead the etlniographer to doul)t his being of purely Cehic 
origin. lie was born in Wicklow, Ireland, in 1746. At the 
early age of nine years he sailed for America, landing at 
New U&yen, Ct. Being unable to pay for his passage over, 
the ship captain sold him to a farmer for a pair of stag oxen. 
The diflference in estimated value was in favor of the oxen, 
which the captain paid in money. With the floggings of an 
abusive master and mistress, and the stringency of the **blue 
laws^of Connecticut, the boy had but a sorry time in his new 
home. Possibl y the master was not better suited, for he soon 
sold him to another man. The change was a fortunate one for 
the lad, for in his second home he received better treatment and 
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some s(;hooling ; learning at least to read and wi-ite, and sonie- 
thinir <>t niathematics. At twenty-one vears of aire he was free 
from his master, and mude his way to to the southern i)art of 
Vermont, where he was employed l)^" Thomas ChittendeD, 
the lirst Governor of Vermont. The lievolutionary war broke 
out, and Mr. Lyon became lieutenant of a company of 
'^Groen Mountain Boys.** While in the army he was unjust- 
ly cashiered. His company was stationed near Burlington, 
when, learning that Burgoyne was coming up the lake with a 
large army and a great numlier of Indians, the captain 
thought best to retreat towards Ticoiuh'roga. The eaptaiii 
sent Lyon aeross to the fort, to inform (len. (iates of his re- 
treat. Lyon could do no less than obey his superior otlictn-, 
but the general in his anger ordered his men to give him a 
wooden sword and drum him out of camp. 

Mr. Lyon was for a time paymaster of the northern army, 
and subsequently Commissary General* and Colonel of militia. 
Meanwhile he had married Grovemor Chittenden's daughter, 
who was a widow, ^dd at the close of the war began build- 
ing Fairhaven. By his remarkable energy and enterprise he 
soon made it the ehief manufacturing place in the State. lie 
built saw-mills, a grist mill, a forge, and the tirst rolling mill 
north of Xew Jersey ; also a paper mill, wlu^n^ he manufac- 
tured i)aper of bass-wood, bark, and pine sawdust. He es- 
tablished and edited a paper called "The Scourge of Aristoc- 
racy and liepository of Political Truth." Besides holding 
minor offices, he was judge of Jutland County Court, and ten 
years in our Legislature. In the midst of prosperity he was 
never allowed to forget his humble beginning. Upon so im- 
portant occasion as the raising of the meeting-house, Deacon 
Munger would brook no interference from Col. Lyon, but in 
an angry voice said, **iMatthew T^yon, I remember when 
you was nothing but a dirty little Irish l»<)y, sold for a pair 
of bull stags, and didn't half bring'um mither.'' it is said 
that the ('olonel in legislative assemblies was wont to swear 
by "the bulls tliat redeemed'' him. 

He became a zealous politician, fi-eely expressing his views 
in his paper, which found much fiftvor with the masses and 
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gi'cat opposition from the upholders of President Adams' ad- 
minist mlioii. He was lined $1000 for sianilcrinir the irovern- 
ment, and in default of payment was thrown into ])rison in 
Vergennes. His Fairiiaven friends were tlioroughl}- indignant 
at that, and h laming, one Cook, a lawyer of Poultney, they 
determined to be revenged upon him. A small party went 
at night and placed a jug of powder under his office, where he 
slept. The lighted fuse went out, and he learned his narrow 
escape. When the excitement had subsided, a larger mob 
went down and turned over Cook's office. It does not appear 
thai they were punished.^ but learning that one of tlieir inun- 
her had disclosed their names, thos<^ coneerned in the [)owder 
plot disappcaicMl. W'hih' Mr. Lvon was in prison he was 
elected to ( 'oiiuress. Tlien assuming the powers of English 
Parliament, he marched to his prison door, making pro<^Iain:i- 
tion that he was on his way to ( V^ngress, and ordering that all 
obstructions be removed. This exercise he repeated until 
weary, without moving his keeper. Finally his friends paid 
the fine, and he journeyed triumphantly to Washington, re- 
ceiving the a})ptausc of the [>coi)lc along the way. While in 
Congress he had a violent personal encounter vrith Roswell 
Griswold, of Connecticut. 

Col. Lyon began it , by calling ( 'oimecticut a priest-ridden 
StiUe. Fro!n words the altercation went on to blows. 

At the (!xpiration of his term in Congress, Mr. Lyon re- 
moved to Kentucky. Continental money had already become 
worthless, and there was little silver or gold in the country. 
Consequently in disposing of his estate in Fairhaven he was 
obliged to take some barter, which he carried with him to 
Kentucky. For one piece of land he received a large num- 
ber of saddles ; for another he took tin dishes. From Ken- 
tucky he was again sent to Congress. 

The means by which he gained the election tluu-e dillered 
somewhat tVom his 1 )('iuoci"al ic newspaper of V^ermont. Ob- 
serving that iiis opponent gave ck li vot<?r adriidv of wliiskey, 
Mr Lyon gave to ea< h of his const iluents a drink andatincup 
filled with whiskey for his wife. Of course he was elected. 

It is UDDecessary to follow fiirther the career of this 
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champion of free speech, who exhibited always his inherent 

traits of chariu'ter, whether Imildinjr iruii-hoats for the war of 
1812, or actin<; as factor for the Cherokee ludians of Arkan- 
sas, or territorial delcirate to Conirress. 

His house in Fairhaven vvjus known :i> the ''Lyons Den,'* 
anil was considered as something of a Mecca for visitors. A fter 
the <U?()arture of his family, it was occapied by Maj. Tilly 
Gilbert, who was a Federalist. Once a visitor asked to be 
shown the * 'Lyons Den.'* Upon being told that he was al- 
ready in it, he exclaimed, **Is it possible? how did you cleanse 
it? I should think the walls woald l)e blue with Democracy." 

Mr. Lyon sold the iron works to a non-resident, and David 
Krwiii, from Xew ,Iersey, carrictl tlictii on. lie l)eeaine ijen- 
eral of the Vermont militia, and .>ul)si'(|ni>ntiy removed to 
nortliern New York, where he was elected State Senator. 
While candidate for that position, the rea|)|)eared in the par- 
pers an old story about him and Capt. Cutter, of Fairhaven, 
who had been captain of an artillery company in the Revolu- 
tionary war. The story was somewhat distorted, and wheth- 
er recorded by political allies or opponents is not quite clear, 
but Capt. Cutter related the fiicts. He and Oeneral Erwin 
attended a militia muster in Poultney. At the hotel they 
occui>ied the same room, lletirinir weary and lato at ni<ifht, 
Capt. Cutter lay down partly dressed, lie lose early next morn- - 
inir, and. puttinu' (»n the only pair of ])antal()0[is he saw in the 
room, went home. Later in the day Gen. Krwin l)e<'an to make 
his toilet, hut found himself literally sans culoffe. He raged 
ai)out the house as much as was consistent under the eircnm- 
stances, bringing railing accusations against the landlord. At 
that time Vermont had no clothing stores, neither had the 
citizens much superfluous clothing, but something was found 
which the general wore home. During the day he chanced to 
meet Capt. Cutter, who was serenely etoployed at his usual avo- 
cations, arrayed in the missing panUdoons, which he had in- 
nocently put on over his own. * 

One of tlie most eccentric and fantastic characters of early 
times was Elder Dodge. He professed to be a Baptist clersry- 
mau, but came to Fairhaven to carry on the iron works after Gen. 

t 
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Erwin's departure. Ho was tnll, wore a three-cornered niili- 
tjirv Iiat, and full Ion*;: hlat'k cloak. lie nhvavs rotU' a fleet 
iiorsc, and his cloak spreading out at the sides dapped like 
willies. 

At Ills approach small boya disa)>peared behind stumps, piles 
of luml)er» or in any convenient hiding place. He was not 
a fiivorite with the people; nevertheless he sometimes 
preached here and in Hampton. A man describing one of 
^ his sermons said : ^'Ho set up his text about as far away as 
that saw-mill and shot at it several times, but never once hit 
it." One Jim Bowen hired him, for a dollar, to preach a 
I'liiversalist .sennon. A Baptist deacon from Poiiltnev one 
(lav met him in tlic store, ;inil took the occasion to rebuke Iiim 
for unclcrical conduct. Mr. Dodiic was a little deaf, and the 
merchant remarked, "The elder never hears anytliini; which 
comes agiunst him." ^ * Humph,*' said the elder, **i tUiuk 1 don't 
hear much else." **Well," pursued the dqacon, **whero there 
is so much talk there must be some cause for it.** 

**In an orchard don*t you always find the sticks and stones 
nbout the trees that bear the best fruit**? said the elder. 

Then the deacon brought the closing argument, saying **I 
once found a tree which had been i)elted in an unusual man- 
ner, and come to examine it there was uo fruit there at all ; 
• nothing i>ut a ])lairuey hornet's nest." 

Mr. Dodge was possessed of a violent temper, without suf- 
ficient grace to control it. 

Fourth of July celebrations were occasions of great mo- 
ment. Everybody went. Once Elder Dodge was to officiate 
as chaplain, and RoUin C. Mallory, (&mous for getting the 
'^tariff bill" through Congress,) was to deliver the oration. 
But dm-ing the festivities, before the time came for prayer, 
something occurred, or was neglected, which disturbed the 
equilibriiim of the elder, and when called upon to pray, he 
announced that he was ''so mad he coiddnH pray." The in- 
vocation was doubtless oQiitted, as it was an exercise few 
of the citizens had practiced. 

Mr. Dodge frequently had hand-to-hand fights with his 
workmeQt lie woi|ld throw aside his black coat, saying, "Lie 
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there divinity, while I whip this man." Once when he had 
a man down, he called loudly to those outside the mill, 
*'Tak(' him oil'! Take him oft*"! well kiiowinii that so loni:' as 
they supposed he had the worst of it they would not inter- 
fere* Yet, uotwithdtanding all his oddities, in case of a tire, 
or any emergency, not a man in town would equal him in 
courage and daring. The following is an epitaph composed ^ 
for him by one of his workmen : 

"Here Mrs the body oi .Jordan DoUgo, 

Who never dodged any evil ; 

Who did all he ooald, 

To dodge all good. 

Bat never dodged the deWl.** 

It was several years after the huildinir of the first meetinsr 
house ifi Fairhaven before there was an oroanized church, or 
Stated preaching. Occasional services were held whdii a 
clergyman or missionary chanced to visit the locality. There 
was no chimney in the meeting house, and of course could be 
no fire. In very cold weather, delicate women carried small 
"tbot-stoves,*' containing a dish of hot coals, which prevented 
their being frost-bitten during the long service. Men took a 
warming draught before going, and even the dominie was not 
above repairing to the tavern at noon for a stimulating drink. 
Gradually as the church windows got l)roken they were cov- 
ered with boards, until tinallv but one <»:lazed window re- 
mained, a large one, high from the iloor. The crude tfiste of 
Yankees had not then been educated to love a dim religious 
light," and one minister was so impressed with the gloom of 
the edifice, irreverently palled the ^'Liord's barn,'' that he was 
led to publicly express unorthodox sentiments. He was dis- 
coursing upon the future abode of the wicked, when, yield- 
ing to the depressing influences of the place he said : ^Mp 
finenda, keS 4a a great dark jitooe, aomdhing like thia maeUng 

James Harrington was a farmer, and judge of Rutland Coun- 
ty Court. Doubtless he possessed some <]ualifications for 
dispensing justice, as well as a gift for sleeping at tlu> most 
unnatural times and places, ^turnin|^ |rom court on 
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horseback, he would perhaps waken to find that his horse had 
strayed into some barnyard by the wayside, and was helpiug 
himself to supper. ^His style of living, like that of bis neigh- 
bors, was tar from luxurious. Possibly his family were not 
typieul New England housekeepers. A sea captain, hearing 
that his old schoolfellow had heconie a judge in \ crnionl, re- 
solved to pay him a visit. His visions of possible mu^nili- 
conce were quiekl}' dispelled, and in miuticul terms, more 
forcil)le than elegant, he pictured the simplicity of the judge's 
hospitality. For sapper a pan of milk with Johnny cake,** 
which **8unk as quick as a lead sinker*' in the milk. Each 
person was provided with a spoon, and, gathering about the 
pan, one after another **made a dive,'* and finally the captain 
made a dive, but failed to get anything. He spoke of the 
barreness of his room, and how in the morning he was con- 
ducted to a slicd, where the judge brought him a gourd tilfed 
with water in which to perform his al)hui()ns. IJreakfast was 
a repetition of supper, and the captain depai'ted a wiser maji. 

This judge had a brotluT who was also a resident of Rut^ 
hind county, and was judge of the Supreme Court. Theophi- 
ius Harrington would also sometimes sleep in court, but he 
made at least one famous decision. 

New York was a slave state. A master pursued his run- . 
away slave into Vermont, and caught him. He was lodged 
ill liuthmd jail till the case was tried. The master brought 
his l>i]l of sale to |)i*ovc his projicrt y, luit Jutlge Theophilus 
decided that the man slioiild not have the 'Miigirer until he pro- 
duced a bill of sah^ from CJod Almighty," and the resident of 
the great Empire Stsite was obliged to abide by the decision 
of the Vermont judge. 

Col. Skeene, of Skeenesboro, now Whitehall, was said to have 
been a natural son of one of the George's. He held a patent 
from the English crown for twelve miles square of territory at 
the head of navigation on Lake Champlain. Having heard of 
the falls on Castleton and Poultney rivers, he sent out his 
surveyor with directions to «Mic]ose tlie, falls within his lines. 
When the surveyor had finished his work, he told Col. Skeene 
that as his western boundary was located it was not possible 
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to take them in, whereupon the oolonel beat him with his 
cane. 

Mrs. Skeene received an annual allowance from England, 
which she was to have as long as she was "above ground." 

The poor lady died, and her lovinj^ lord built ;i rude niauso- 
leuni about her l)ody, in order that he niij^ht still elaini the al- 
lowance. After he tied the eouutrv she was doui)tless bui'icd, 
lor her temporary touib was thereafter used as a barn. 

Col. Skeene tbllowed the English aiiuy to the buttle of 
Bennington, and when from a safe distance he saw victory 
perching upon his enemies* banner, ho retired to his home, 
and escaped down the lake. His estate was confiscated, and 
sold at auction to Gen Williams, for $10,000.' 

Oapt. Rood, of Fairhaven, used to tell about a duel be- 
tween Gen. Williams and Gen. Thomas. It was loni; airo, 
when uien irathered ni<j;htly at the villa<>:e t^ivern, to tell 
stories and eraek jokes around a irreat wood tire, and they 
were happy, without tear of molestation. Meanwhile boys 
stood about the sides and corners of the room, listening to the 
tales that were told in that wicked place, and so they were 
handed down to us. There was a certain widow, whose hus- 
band died owing Gen. Williams $5000, which in those days was 
considered a great sum. The widow could not pay it, and 
Gen Williams thought of a plan by which to get the money. 
It was nothing less than a matrimonial alliance between the 
widow and General Thomas. Doubtless they met by chance 
the usual way, and the match was made. 

This occurred before the era of "ineirs riirhts," and, ac- 
cording to the laws of New York, a man marrying a widow- 
was responsible for her tirst husband's debts. Gen. Williams 
had the sheriff in readiness at the wedding, and immediately 
upon the completion of the marriage ceremony Gen. Thomas 
was sued for the $5000. The enraged bridegroom challenged 
Gren. Williams to a duel. Capt Rood was Gen. Thomas' 
second, and it was arranged to fight with pistols, in the ball 
room of the tavern in Salem. 

When Capt. Rood had quaffed a generous portion of stim- 
ulating drink, he loved to tell the story, as rotiectiug some 



Digitized by Google 



154 CBNTElfNLA.L CELEBKATION OF THE 

honor upon himself, and he would always close the recital by 
saying, "I agreed not to tell which one flinched, but Gren. 
Thomas never flinched a hit." 

Joel Hamilton belonged to a company from Brookfield, 

Mass., who wore ordered to take the l)Ioc'k-h()nses in the rear 
of Huiuoy He's uiiny. as tliev went to Siir.iloufa. The com- 
pany captured I lie hlock-lioiise at Fort Ann, and went from 
there to Skeeneshoro. Peepin*:; around the mountain, they 
discovered that the garri^^oii at tlmt place was stronger than 
their own forces, and furthermore the house stood on an 
island, and they had neither boats nor cannon. The captain 
was aware of the extremely belligerent nature of his 
townsman, Mr. Hamilton, and proposed leaving him to keep 
up the war, while the remainder of the company returned to 
Fort Ann for cannon. He thought Mr. Hamilton was amply 
able to do his part, hut to drag cannon through the woods 
would l)e a toilsome t^isk, and he rcsol\cd lirst to try words. 

Acct)rdingly the otfieers appeared and d^'Uiandcd the sur- 
render of the block-house. The garrison were disposed to 
parley, and finally would not surrender unless allowed to 
count the men in the Hrooktield company. Such a mathe- 
matical exercise would be fatal to their cause, and so, puttings 
on a bold front, the captain said if they did not surrender he 
would immediately fire upon them. The tear of possible ar- 
tillery behind the mountain had its effect, and the garrison 
had the mortification of surrendering to a force less tfauui their 
own, armed with old muskets. 

At the close of the war Joel Hamilton settled on the 
mountain north of Fairhaveii village, which still bears his 
name. It was there that his wife had an encounter w ith a 
bear which was in pursuit of a calf. Armed w ith an axe, she 
drove away the bear and took the calf into the house. That 
was a lonely spot, and Mr. Hamilton afterwards built on the> 
turnpike road. 

He amassed considerable property, and was said to have 
hoarded a peck of silver dollars. He had no children, and 
took to his home seven nephews successively, taking eadi 
with tile iutcuLiou of making kim his heir. The old gentle- 
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man was not spared to discard the seventh as he had the 
other six. In the gwM revival of 1816 Mr. Hamilton was 

converted, and beojime deacon of tlie Coiigre«rational church. 

Jac'ol) I):>vt'y was tor luanv years an active Imsiness man 
iu Fairhaveii, cmplos iiiLT nearly every one wlio applied tor 
work, and giving to each the task he could liest do. ^Vniong 
his employes was Thomas Blanchard, who afterwards he- 
earne a fiimous inventor. lie was young when employed by 
Mr. Davey, and, being qnalitied for no specialty, was set to 
blowAnd strike for a blacksmith. Observing the slow process 
of making nails as they were then headed by hand, he said 
he thought he could make a machine which would cut and 
head them at once. Mr. Davey told him to try, and he set 
al)Out it. Thus it haj)[)ene<l that the first machine ever made 
in the world to cut and head nails at the aame time, was made 
in Fairhaven. He had no i^ood machinist to execute his de- 
signs, and afterwards in MastMichusetts brought them to great- 
er perfection. lie also invented the eceentiic lathe, and re- 
ceived in all more than twenty-five patents for important in- 
ventions. 
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MAN AND NATURE ; OR. THE PHILOSOPHY OF 

HISTORY. 

[Bead before the Butland County HlsUnieal Society. August 10, 1881.] 

BY A. N. ADAMS, OF FAIUHAVEN, 
Henlier oT Battaml Coun^ lllstorkal Sodety. 

1 desire to give expression to some thoughto respecting 
man's position and relations in Nature as a part of Nature, and 
furnishing a rational basis for a philosophy of History. We 
say **&Ian and Nature;** and it has long been customary to 
conceive of and treat Man as somehow distinct from the 
world in which he lives, as not really a i>»rt of it, but superior, 
indej)en(lent, more immaterial tlian material, uiore a mai\er of 
law and torce than a suWjet t of law and force, the idea being 
held and insisted upon that Xatnn* is sim|)lv material or [>liy- 
hIchI, the realm of mutter and < ;n rial foree, to be acted upon 
and in by forces not material, not. physical. 
1 But why this dualism ? In the light of modern science there 

is no longer any justification or reason for conceiving of Nature 
and treating her as a more foot^stool, or inanimate tool, as 
despicable, and to be made over according to some deformed 
human notion. We might more justly speak 'contemptuously 
of the «;ood human mother who bore ns, and whom it is gen- 
nine l)iety to revere and love. Xatnre is tlie mother of us all ; 
an<l he is no true man who does n()t love her, for she is instinct 
with all pure and beautiful sentiments and ideals. Nature is 
pregnant with all lorms and forces of life, animal and vege- 
tiiblc. We know no life, and never can know any life, that is 
not in and of her whom we call the mother of us all ; and so 
when we come rightly to study Man in all his aspects and re- 
lations, we find him a force and factor in Nature, a part of it, 
correlated with other life or forms of life, and existing only as 
a natural being, so far as Nature and her forces and laws per- 
mit him to exist. "The dualism of Nature and Man,** says an 
able philosophical writer of our times, "Is on the surface only, 
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and extendB not beyond tbe exploded metaphysics of ignorant 
ages ; the unity of the universe, inclading Man, is the supreme 

lesson of modorn science." 

We •greatly err, I tliink, when we impose upon ourselves 
the traditional do<»;nia tliat N<iturc does not require and inii)ly 
the existence of thought, of mind or brain power — the un- 
founded notion that Natui e, or the universe, is purely and ex- 
clusively material, as we have been wont to hear and to use 
the term. No one &ct of modern knowledge is better attested 
than that Nature is full of life, of organizing, form-producing 
force or forces. I am not now to inquire whether this force 
is a personal or an impersonal one. For aught we can see or 
say, it may be a universal consciousness not separable from 
mailer. My point Is that mind and man are natural, and that 
we should not separate either mind trom man or man from 
Nature. 'rh(^y are pai'ts of one grand stui)endous whole ; and 
we know neither uiiud nor man except as united and working 
together, an organized complex personal being. Man in the 
acknowledged representative of mind, in that the mysterious 
energy of Nature comes to consciousness in him. 

We are all aware that great advances have been made in 
late years in the collation and study of social and mental as 
well as physical and biological phenomena, and never before 
have the materials for a rational scientific study of Man, as a 
natural aijent correlated with the rest of the universe, })een so 
many or so ready at hand. It has been well observed by the 
writer before (juoted, (Mr. Francis E. Al)bott), that "the law 
of evolution is last coming to be recognized as in some form 
a truth of universal science, to be challenged only by the 
ignorant, the whimsical, or the bigoted," and he adds, **the 
atomic theory and the unity of all cosmical forces.are probably 
destined to be similarly accepted." * 'Instead of the old dual- ' 
ism of the Ego plus Cosmos, philosophy is learning to conceive 
the Cosmos as the one integral, all-embracing reality, in which 
th(; Kgo has its proper place as a pa it." 

S(Mence teaches that in all the world of matter atid mind 
law is supreme, nothing exists without a cause, and tlu' same 
causes produce the same results in ail times and places. 
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•Nothing 18 left to caprice. The processes of Nature are found 
to be regular, fixed, not changeable. Events which were ap- 
p:irently the most irregular and capricious have been explain- 
ed, and shown to be in accordance with certain fixed and uni- 
versal laws. It has come to l)0 a settled c onviction of scientific 
incn that phenomena ot" Nature which have not yet heen ex- 
plai!i('(l, wiiit h seem peculiar and abnormal, are yet not capri- 
cious or .siiiiTular, l)ut are connected witii other events in some 
necessary invariable relation of cause and etiect; and if they 
should not he some time scientillcally explained, are none the 
less natural, in harmony with law and order. Increasing 
knowledge brings with it increasing confidence in the perfect 
uniformity of Nature's operations. 

May we then or may we not say that this regularity exists 
in respect to the acts and opinions of men ? that natural law 
and order reigns in human as in all other aflairs I Is Nature 
greater than Man? or is Man. and his world greater tiian 
Js'ature? This is plainly the question. 

If Man is a part of Nature, then it should not he improbal)le, 
and is not, that some analogy or correspondence exists be- 
tween his relation to universal law and the relation of other 
things to such law. Man being a part of Nature, it should be 
possible to have a science or philosophy of history — ^no less 
than a science of political economy and of government. In 
fact all rational study of human affairs must recognize and 
| )roceed from the assumed or proven existence of law and or- 
der in human society. 

It is interesting to observe how ])ers()nal experience corre- 
sponds with the evolution of soeial science. - Irit he I'ervor and 
contidenee of 3'oulh we are very aj)t to think thatmauy things 
will yield to our control, which the sober experience of ma- 
« ture life shows us are controlled .by other forces, outside of 
us ; and increasing years cause us to teel how little, after all, 
we can personally do, as compared with that which gets itself 
done in spite of us. 

It is not, of course, to be denied that Man is .a great factor, 
taken singly or collectively, in making what we term 
civilisation and the homes in which our lite is made so tolera- 
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ble and so good ; bat if, instead of looking only at the now 
and here, this little narrow, breathing point of time and 
space, we look backward and forward And around, back on 

the nations which liavc conie luid <:x)iie — the civilizations of 
ancient K<rypt, Asia, Greece, Rome — g'onc in ohedience to a 
fate more })owerful than any human will — if we look iij)(>n 
the multitudes now in all de<i:rees of enlightenment, of barbar- 
ism, and of progress, all strui^o^ling with physical burdens 
and against great difficulties to better their condition, we 
cannot but realize, in some degree, that man's will or brain 
is but a small £aiotor in the causes which operate universally in 
connection with human living and human acting, on this, our 
globe. Men everywhere act a common part. They come 
upon the stage and pass off and are forgotten. What seemed 
to be new was old. What seemed to l)e a life of freedom and 
choice was really only what necessity made. 

need to look at our doini^s and those of our kind from 
a distance. To one who stands in the midst of the crowded 
city, the acts of men seem great and important, lint let him 
go outside, upon some elevation sufH( iently high to reveal all 
outside agencies ; the position of the city with reference to 
the sea and country inland, the rivers flowing through it and 
the railways leading into it, what the country does for the 
city and the city for the country, and he soon perceives that 
there are causes which make the city independently of those 
who live ill it, and men and women live and labor in it tor 
great reasons outside themselves. And <'ould we, any of us, 
rise hiirh cuouirh to s<'(! the whole irlohe at a uflance, to 
take one grand all-compn lHinsive view, "we should fail to 
discover," as has been well observed by Professor Draper, 
**the slightest indication of man, his free-will, or his works." 
' <*When we pass from the phenomena of matter to the 
phenomena of mind,*' writes the Duke of Argyle, **we do 
not pass ^m under the reign of law. Here, too, facts do 
range themselves in an observed order ; here, too, there is a 
chain of cause and effect running throughout all events ; here, 
too, we see around us, and feel within us, tlie work of for- 
ces wiiicli have always a certain detiuite teudeucy to produce 
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certain definite resnlts." "That onr wills, of whose freedom 

we are conacious, sliould often be determined by inllnences of 
wliich we have no consciousness at all ; that our opinions 
shouM as often l)e th(? result of causes and not of reasons; 
that our actions siiould follow a eourse marked out by condi- 
tions which we fail to recognize as having any determining 
etiect upon them — ^these are eonelusions against which we are 
apt to rebel — as depriving us of a part of our free and intelli- 
gent agency. Yet the fact of their being so is perfectly 
plain to those around us. Bystanders often see the forces 
telling upon our wilts much more clearly than we see them 
ourselves. What we cannot recognize in ourselves we are 
able to rccoirni/.c in others. W hat W(^ cannot see in detail we 
can see in tiie gross." **Fre(>(loni." he says, "is not an abso- 
lute l>ut a relative term. fliere is no such thing as absolute 
• freedom. Free will, in the only sense in which this expression 
is intelligible, has been erroneously represented as the pecul- 
iar prerogative of Man. But the will of the lower animals is 
as free as ours. A man is not more free to go to the right hand 
or to the left than the eagle, or the wren, or the mole, or the bat. 
The difference is that the will of the lower animals is acted 
upon by fewer and simpler motives. And the lower the or- 
ganization of the animal, the fewer and simjih r these motives 
are. Ilencc it is that the conduct and choice of animals — i.e., 
the decision ofllieir will, under given conditions — «'an be pre- 
dicted with almost perfect certainty." "It is from compul- 
sion that our wills are free, and from nothing else." "Our 
wills can never be free from motives. And in this sense can 
never be free from *law.' But this is only saying that we can 
never be free from the relations pre-established between the 
structure of our minds and the system of things in which 
they are formed to move,** in other worda^ our environment. 

It cannot be disputed, if we look at man from a natural and 
not an irralional standpoint, that, taken in the wide genenc 
sense, man is a most stupendous and roinplcx organism — a 
creature like the animal in many res})ects, bound in the same 
necessity of law and fate, and at the same time superior to 
and the head of the whole animal world, but too often, too 
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generall}^ little above the animal in his habits and desires. 
Habit and desire hold his thinking faculties, his mind, iu sub- 
jection and slavery. The power of thought, the action of the 
brain, is limited and conditioned. 

It might not be oat of place here to say that the whole 
drift and tendency of modern scientific analysis is in the di- 
rection of a common principle of life for both man and animal. 
It is asserted by the Duke of Argyle, and admitted by most 
well informed men, that "no series of facts tendmg to the 
establishment of any physical truth, is more complete or 
more conclusive than. the chain which connects tlie function 
of the l)rain with the phenomena of mind." Later research 
has shown, ''that a functional-activity of the soul-cells exists 
in the lowest one-celled animals as well as in the iiighest and 
many-ceiled, in the Infusoria as well as in man." '^Volition 
and sensation, the universal and unmistakable signs of soul-life 
may be observed among the former -as well as the latter.** Some 
Grerman scholars have believedand taught for several years, that 
**all Infusoria possess nerves and muscles, organs of sense and 
soul, as well as the higher animals." All the great steps of 
science go to show a unity in the world in all its parts, one law, 
and a vitiil thread runnini^ thrvjiigh all, man no less than plant 
and animal. Prof. Geo. F. iiarker, in his late atldrcss as re- 
tiring President of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, in Boston, in August, 18b0, showed that 
many of the phenomena of the body may occur outside of the 
body as well as within it ; that mind is the transmission of 
physical eneigy in the organism. 

Dr. Mossa, of Turin, haa invented a machine by which he 
can measure the actions of the mind, telling the relative amount 
of mental power expended by ditlerent j)ersons in the same 
thought, or l)y the same person in dillerent thoughts, imagi- 
nations and emotions. Animal and vegetable protoplasm are 
shown to be identical. According to the doctrine of evolution 
man has originated naturally ; as an individual and a race he 
has come gradually and through a long line of almost inap- 
preciable changes, from a simple cell, and his life must be 
analagous to all other life, and subject, mentally and physically. 
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to the same law and laws of growth. It can be shown, more- 
over, that man conforms mentally, socially, and in all his race, 
peculiarities and local changes, to the law of evolution. 

Nothing in Literature, or Music, or Art, nothing in Mechan- 
ics, Commerce or Crovemment, comes miraculously or without 
preparatioii — some forerunner, as it were, some conditioD or 
circumstance, which leads to it, and makes it possible. 

Whatever theory, therefore, we may entertain of the free- 
dom of the human will, and it is not to be denied that man is 
capable of wonderful deeds, we are obliged to admit that prac- 
tically nian's desires, ap{)ctites, and social and physical needs 
control and make his motives, and, through them, decide his 
will, give bent and character to his mind, determine his acts, 
and his individual and social destiny. If not so, why are we 
80 careful as to what influences and associations our children 
£ftll into when we would have them virtuous, moral and honor- 
ed members of society? We do indeed judge a young man, 
to a considerable extent, by the family he comes from, or the 
school he has attended, and by the society he keeps. 

This is natural and reasonable, and proves that, whatever the 
human will may or may not do, we practically act on the 
principle that a man is the child of nature, and we can })re- 
sumably calculate his acts from his character, his opinions 
aud habits from the race or class to which he belongs, and 
that he will do, in the main, what othei* human beings would 
do in like circumstances. It is not to be supposed that all 
men would act precisely alike in a given combination of cir> 
cumstauces, because all are not constituted precisely alike, 
physically or mentally, but it is reasonable to expect that 
every man caught in a burning building will make an effort to 
escape and preserve his life. A man might choose to burn. 
It is true men do commit suicide, im|)elled to it by causes 
which seem to them sufficient excuse ; and statistics show 
that the number who do commit this crime in a given time and 
place has a wonderful regularity, bears a detiuitc relation to 
the population and conditions, and can be very nearly fore- 
told. So of most other crimes, they bear a relation to the 
climate and to all other outwaini and operative conditions. 
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There are more crimes against persons and property among 
the inhabitants of river banks than elsewhere. Cities have 
more crimes than the countiy. War exerts an immoral, 
deleterioas, influence upon a community, and can be calculated. 

The calculations of insurance companies, though not of 
course perfectly exact, are nevertheless sutiiciontly accurate 
for vast and safe business transactions, and men do not hesi- 
tate to risk their capital and labor upon the tables otfithe 
statistician, even when those tables are liable to be aitectedby 
human action. The probabilities certainly are that man will 
do that which it is for his interest, ail things considered, to do. 
It is one of the laws of trade that men will buy in the cheapest 
market, other things being equal ; and it certainly holds good 
in a general sense that men, all men, may be expected to do 
that which they suppose to be for their interest, or the interest 
of some i)erson or persons concerned, and to be affected by 
any partieuliir act or series of acts. It is true men differ in 
their judgments, and so seem to act diversely and contrary to 
any uniform law. Looked at superticially, we qannot but ad- 
mit the appearance — we must recognize diversity of human 
conduct ; but is it any the less true that men's differing judg- 
ments and acts are the results of causes and spring out of the 
conditions which are ever various? 

'^Invariability of consequence,** remarks the Duke of Argyle, 
(•does not mean that any particular sequences are invariable, 
but only that there must alwa3r8 1>e some sequence — that it is 
invariably true that everything which happens hu6 proceeded 
from somelhing as a cause, and leads to somdhing as a conse- 
quence. * * The abstract possibility of foreseeing mental or 
physical action depends on the proposition that where all the 
conditions of mental action are constant the resulting action 
will be constant also. * * If we knew everything that deter- 
mines the codduct of a man, we should be able to know what 
that conduct will be. * * In proportion as "we are sure of 
character, in the same proportion we are sure of conduct. 
There is no certainty in l^e world of Physics more absolute 
than some certainties in the world of mind. We know that 
a humane man will not do a needlessly cruel action. We 
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know that an honorable man will not do a base action." A 
man who is weak in moral principle and honest}', may become 
a criminal in the eye of the law when placed where crime is 
possible, but if not so placed may escape the criminal act as 
clearly as thousands of others do. Some other man than 
George Washington might have succeeded equally as well, if 
not better, at the head of the American armies ; many might 
and« would have failed ignominiously, but it was the happy 
comminution of the occasion and the man, tiie man of courage, 
determination and jjatiencc, wliich \\'ashin<rt()n was, that en- 
abled him to become the distin<;uished "fatlicr of his countrv." 

It would not be true to say that Abraliam Lincoln and Gen. 
Grant were the only men who could do what they did in their 
time and place, but it is true that they were fitted tor the par- 
ticular work of their time and place. In some other circum- 
stances they were not the superiors of many other men. 
Individual men, great and small, are to be judged, and can 
be truly judged, only in connection with their circumstances, 
not aj)urt from them. He is praiseworthy who, having the 
altiiity to withstand temptation to wrong, withstands. lie is 
bhimeworlliN if he yields. IlaviniJ: yielded, shall we sav tliat 
he had the ability to withstand, but did not? This is what 
society assumes of every criminal, not always justly, but as- 
sumes it on the ground that man is, or should be, governed by 
law — ^by reason and the rule of right; that mnn, every man, 
is influenced and gpyerned by*motives, and it is for the common 
good to restrain man's passions and evil acts, bringing them 
to a uniform standard. 

All government is based oq the assumption that men are 
substantially and virtually alike, and that they will, for like 
reasons and the common good, have regard and respect for 
conventional as well as natural law. 

But 1 have not time — I should weary your jiatience — to 
discuss the su4)ject in all its phases and bearings. It is a 
large, important, interesting subject. I am perfectly well 
aware that objections will readily arise to many minds because 
of their prepossessed convictions. It will not disturb me if 
few accept or appreciate the force of my observations. I 



Digitized by Google 



ORGANIZATION OP RUTLAND COUNTY. VER3I0NT. 165 

make them in the interest of truth, and belieye that the truth 
will ultimately prevail. I am confident I do not mistake the 
logic of increasing science. It does not answer to call it hard 
names. Suppose it to be materialism ? if materialism includes 
the noblest, sweetest, highest and purest ideals of manhood 
and womanhood, tiie dearest sentiments of taiiiily and home! 
Hard nam(^s will never chanire or stay the proi^rcss of truth. 
If all Nature, the nniverse, with its wonderful interplay of 
forces and possibilities of life, thought and love, is one. link- 
ed together in all its j)art8, by the same vitalizing law of force ; 
it matters little whether men call it matter or spirit, it is the 
universe just the same, and we cannot yet see and measure all 
its lines, angles and spaces. Suffice it that we see somewhat 
of its forms and methods. 

I desire to add but a word or two more ; to observe con- 
cerning the results which this view of man and his affairs is 
calculated to effect, which, in faol, it has already produced to 
a considerable extent, — and 1 remark : 

First. It leads us to think charitably, and to act with toler- 
ation, forbearance, and generosity concerning our fellow be- 
ings, espeeially those who differ from us, or who are our ene- 
mies politically, religiously or personally. If men are every- 
whero so involved in the meshes of their environment, in their 
antecedents, ancestral traditions, inherited dispositions, inev- 
itable judgments, and whatsoever goes to make them what they 
are in spite of themselves, what should we wonder that there 
are diversities of views, and that, as in the caseof our South- 
ern countrymen in I lie late civil war, men should rush to 
arms to defend what they honestly held to be their sacred in- 
stitutions and rights, while we, with e(]ual earnestness and de- 
votion to oiu- views, stood u[) for the defence of freedom and 
the Union. We need more of the true philosophy of Nature, 
to cool and temper our passions, moderate our judgments, and 
give patience to wait the slow on-coming of Nature's great 
achievements. Time and the forces men have been wont to 
call Providence will bring the millenium by and by, not in 
our day, but in the &r away future, to which tiie science of 
Nature points. 
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I would observe again, in the second place, that this view 
of Man and Nature is giving history a new importance and 
character. 

Until about the middle of the last century there was little 
that could properly be termed history, in the .sense in which 
the great historians of onr time view it. That which passed 
as such was scarcely more than personal anecdotes, trivial de- 
tails, stories of kingly rulers and rcmarkjil)le men, annals of 
battles, chronicles, romances and hioirraphies. These things 
were of use in the construction of history, were the material 
out of which it grew, but could hardly be termed history in 
its modern sense. 

In. our modem view, history is much more than the doings 
of the great men who have lived. It takes into account 
the people, the social body, the state of civilization, the gov- 
ernment, laws, institutions and complex forces which are more 
than any individual ruler, and which operate to make or un- 
make the ruler. The merit of reforming history by separating 
it from biogra})hy, and brin<;ing into the foreirround the causes 
which operate to make a people or a nation, Mr. Buckle 
claims for the two eminent Frenchmen, Montesquieu and Vol- 
taire. The latter, he claims, was the greatest historian whom 
Europe has produced, because he did more than any other to 
purs^ history of its idle conceits, fanciful legends and mirac- 
ulous myths. But he was greatly assisted in his work by 
Montesquieu, who, with others, indicated the new, and growing 
tiiought of their age. 

Montesquieu had such a contempt for the details of courts, 
ministers and princes that he related the reign of six empe- 
rors in two lines. Ho subordinated the acts of individuals 
and the accidents of history to the ixeneral influences of socie- 
ty, holding that no i^reat alteration could be eifected except 
by virtue of a \on<x train of antecedents. In accordance with 
this view he denied, as had been claimed, that the ruin of the 
Roman Republic was to be ascribed to tlie ambition of Caesar 
and Pompey. He held and urged that the Republic was over- 
thrown by deeper, larger causes, which lay back of Oeasar and 
Pompey and which made Cesar and Pompey. By his meth- 
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od. which was his great merit, he separated biography from 
history, united the affairs of man with the science of external 
Nature, and anticipated some of the sublimest inquiries and 
attainments of modern times. 

Herbert Spencer is probably the most prominent, accom- 
plished and sQOcessful expounder of social science, and the 
reign of law universally, who is now living, but the learned 
men who both read and adopt his views are becominir more 
and more numerous each vear. Even the critics of Mr. Buck- 
\q are oblii^ed to admit the essential correctness of his funda- 
mentiil position, qualifying it only as the later developments 
of science and the law of evolution must inevitably modify all 
generalizations made before every part has had its due atten- 
tion. For example, Mr. Buckle, while dwelling to a great 
length on the modifying effects of external influences upon hu- 
man life and action, omitted to give that prominence and dis- 
tinct recognition to the intuitive elements and deeply rooted 
organic forces which a later philosophy has claimed, but 
which are not disconsoiiant or incompatible with Mr. r>uok- 
le's grand facts and conclusions. But I am dwelling uninten- 
tionally long, and will close right here, simi)l> remarking that 
the day of hero-worship has o^one by. Men of genius and 
power will hold their places in public esteem, honor and influ- 
ence by virtue of their merit, but not, as formerly, as gods 
and demi-gods, because the people were blockheads and did 
not think. The day of king-craft, and priesi-craft, and boss- 
ism, is in the past. The new conceplaon of the right and pow- 
er of the people to rule themselves and appoint their own 
leaders and legislators, building up the State, the nation, the 
home, and family, agreesibly to knowledg(5 and natural law, is 
everywhere getting itself revealed and accepted. 
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THE LATE DR. SHELDON. 



BT BET. J. K. WILLIAMS. 



Following is the memorial address on the late Dr. Lorenzo 
Sheldon, delivered by Rev. J. K. Williams at the meeting of 

the Kutland County Historical Society at Castleton, January 
13, 1881 : 

Dr. Lorenzo Sliddoii, son of Medad and Lucv (lias.s) 
Sheldon, was ])orn in Rutland, Vt. , May 8th, 1801. He was 
the eldest of a family of 11 children, consisting of five sons 
and six daughters. His father carried on a farm north of 
what is now known as West Rutland village. 

The subject of the sketch early manifested a desire for a 
broader culture than a constant devotion to the farm permit- 
ted ; and, having a taste for the study and practice of medi- 
cine, the way was opened for his entrance upon the necessary 
preparation for that profession. He entered the Acoderny of 
Medicine at Castleton, Vt., where he continued his studies 
until his irradunlion, Jainiar}' lOth, 1820, durinu" the presi- 
dency of Joshua liates. After completing his course at the 
medical college he returned to his native place and commenc- 
ed study and practice with Dr. Jonathan Shaw, with whom 
he formed a partnership. This connection, however, contin- 
ued only about one year, when Dr. Shaw removed to Claren- 
don Springs, leaving young Dr. Sheldon to practice inde- 
pendently in his chosen field. 

^He soon won a ijood practice, and commnnded the confi- 
dence of the coniiiiuiiity as a conscientious, attentive, intelli- 
ijent and skillful ]»hysicia!i. After a few years' practice, in- 
ducements were held out to secure his removal to Wadding- 
ton, St, Lawrence county, X. Y., to which i)lace he removed 
in the year 1826. But, thouirh he here entered ui)on a good 
practice, he longed for his old home and friends, and was per- 
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suaded to return, which he did in 1828, having been absent 
but two years, the only break in his continuous residence in 
his Dative town.. On his return he entered, with all the 
ardor and energy of his nature into the practice of his pro- 
fession, and won an honored position, which he maintained till 
death, continuing to respond to the last to calls of friends 
who would not give him up,-tbousrh he sought relief from the 
fatigues «ind cares of practice as the intirniities ot^tge crept on. 

In the year 1829, February fi, Dr. Sheldon was married to 
Mahahi Smith, of West Rutland. Of this m;irria<xe were Ijorn 
six children — Sophronia M., Darwin Rush, Lucy Amorette, 
Charles 8., Lucy L., Uarley G. and Mary Kate, only two of 
whom, Lucy and Harlcy, survive him. 

In the year 1835 Dr. Sheldon entered into partnership 
with Mr. William F. Barnes, and commenced the marble busi- 
ness, then in its infancy. At one time this company owned 
the entire marble deposit extending from the present quarry 
of Sheldons & Slason, north. Dr. Sheldon, at a later date, 
became senior memlier of'tlie tli-m of Slu^hlons & Slason, con- 
tinuinir his connection witli this tirm till 1^<(')5, when he sold 
out, and ceased to have any connection with the marl)le busi- 
ness. But he continued to have large interests in real estate, 
which absorbed a considcral)le portion of his time throuirli the 
remainder of his life. While the responsibilities of his large 
marble interests were upon him, he sought some relief from 
« his professional duties, and hence during those years bis 
practice was somewhat restricted. 

It was during the pastorate of Rev. Amos Drury that Dr. 
Sheldon became a decided Christian man, and in the year 
1826 he, with niore than sixty otiiers, wus received into the 
Congregational church of his native place. He continued a 
consistent and conspicuously ns(?ful member of this church 
through life ; was made deacon in 18G5, holding that office 
till his decease. No pul)Iic interest lay so near his heart as 
the interests of the church. His best thought was given to 
her welfare. He was untiring in service, liberal in gifts, 
modest but firm and prudent in counsel. He strove to main- 
tain peace ; was hopeful and charitable ; a worker and friend ; 
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unobtrusive in a calm, but sought for and trusted in a storm. 
He left his best record in the impress he made upon the life, 
social and religious, of two generations, whose confidence and 
respect he so fully won and uninterruptedly held through his 
life. 

Dr. Sheldon early became an earnest advocate of the tem- 
perance cause, jind thiouL^h life contiiiuod to jrive his influ- 
ence and miK'li tinic niid iiionry to proniulc^ this lotbrm. He 
was for inanv vcars an activo and leadinir nu'iiibcr of an or- 
guuization of the Sons of Temperance, \\liich flourished for 
many years in his native village. He retained connection 
with this order till the last, attending a national meeting of 
the order in Washington, D. C, in 1878. He was also Pres. 
dent of the Rutland County Temperance society for many 
years, and until growing infirmities made his resignation nec- 
essary. He often attended the meetings of the National tem- 
perance society, of which he was vice-president for his native 
State, 

In 182r) Dr. Sheldon Ikcuhu' a iiicmhor of the Masonic fra- 
ternitv, and retained liis interest in the societv throuirli life. 
He won the esteem of all with whom this connection brought 
him in contact, and was promoted to an honorable place 
among his brethren. 

Such are some of the noteworthy facts in the life of this 
strong and good man. But Dr. Sheldon's strength and excel- 
lence did not consist in occasional brilliant achievements. He . 
never rode hobbies. He was no adventurer. His was a well- * 
balanced, well-develo()ed, rounded manhood, which, while 
presenting no very striking features, was strong at every 
point. His sound judgment , his caution, his patience in in- 
vestigation, his great iirmness, and withal his modesty, gave 
to his conclusions on any subject great weight with all can- 
did men. These qualities gave his opinions great weight with 
his medical brethren. They fitted him for a wise counsellor 
in determining all the delicate and difficult questions which 
agitate our complex social and religious life. CharaoteriBtio- 
ally deliberate in forming opinions, or adopting a course of 
action, and modeat in proffering his advice, he was eamest. 
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vigilant, determined, persistent almost to stubbornness^ in de- 
fending his position when onoe chosen. 

While he took a very active interest in politics, and held 
T^rj decided views upon all the great questions which divide 
parties and often fan the passions of weaker and narrower 
me& into a flame, Dr. Sheldon could hold his position, fear- 
lessly defend his views, but with such fairness and charity as 
X to escape the charge of a bitter partisan, and retain the re- 
spect and aflection of all. 

Such characteristics could hut mark hifn for an earnest, 
honest, unswerving, unobtrusive Christian geutleman, whose 
presence was most welcome everywhere ; whose example in 
public and private life was most valuable as an educational in- 
fluence ; who became a valued triend in every family. 

Every good cause loses an active fn|nd in his departure. 
He did his great work in a quiet, unambitious way, but the 
poor and the rich rise up to call him blessed. His own and 
the rising generation have felt his influence as no unimport- 
ant factor in guiding and determining in them wliatever is 
true and pure iu their social and religious life. 

Without a struggle oi- a word he fell asleep, crossing at the 
same time the threshold from secular to sacred time, and from 
the earthly to the heavenly- lite, at 12 o'clock on Sabbath 
morning, September 5, IbfiO, in his bOth year, and was bur^ 
led amidst the universal expressions of personal loss by a peo- 
ple who had known, and honored and loved him from child- 
hood. 
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BURGOYNE'S KETTLE. 



We give the followin<r history of Buriroyne*8 camp ke^le, 
from a paper read hcforo the Kntl:ui<l County Historical Soci- 
ety, at Castlcton, in the Coiifrrcirational chapel, October 26, 
1880, l»y John M. Currier, M. D. Dr. Currier says :— Mr. 
S. H. Langdon, of Castleton, \'t., lias claimed to have had in 
his possession the old iron kettle used in Burgoyne's army 
during his campaign in New York and Vermont, in 1777. I 
have taken considerable pains to ascertain the facts .in the 
matter, and will state to this society the result of my inyesti- 
gations: This kettle was kept in Mr. Langdon's front yard 
many years as a curiosity, and there I saw it many times In 
1876-7. It was about three feet in diameter at the top, and 
I should judir<^ it would weiirh about one hundred pounds. 
The fact that this kettle was in his |)()ssession was known to 
almost evervhody in this vicinity, and there seemed to he no 
(luestion about its idi'utity. Mr. Langdon is one who has 
taken more than an average interest in all local historical mat- 
ters, and preserved this relic for more than forty years with 
very guarded tenacity. Between 1830 and 1840 he carried 
on a large business in town, and one branch which churned 
his attention was a foundry. He is now about 75 years of 
age, and possesses a fine memory of early events. He has 
ever been considered a man of great business capacity. 

In 1.S77 this kettle was loaned to the Bennington Battle 
Monument association, for the purpose of exhibilion :it the 
centennial <elebration of the battle of Bennington, August 
Kith, and in whose custody it now retuaias, though the right- 
ful owner is still ^^r, S. II. Langdon. 

Most of the facts T have obtained from Hon. Merritt Clark, 
of Poultney, a brother-in-law of Mr. S. H. Langdon. He is 
now about 77 years of age. He had a brother living in Paw- 
let by the name of Horace. Merritt and Horace were in 
company in the mercantile business from 1825 to 1852. 
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These brothers, were Rccustomed to buy old iron, and bring it 
to Castleton to sell to Mr. Lan«:don to melt it over. Between 
1830 and 1840 Horace Clark bought a quantity of old iron of 
Col. Oftiaa Clark', of Pawlet, a man by the same name, but 
very distant if any connection of the former. Among this lot 
of old iron was this kettle of Burgoyne's. Mr. Clark sent this 
lot to Mr. Langdon, at Castleton, with the request to keep 
out the Burf'oviu' Ucttle, for \w iiii<rlit wuiit it hack .some time. 
Mr. Langdon coniplied with the re<]uest. 

After keepinii- the kettle a wliilr, Mr. Lan^^don thought he 
would uiend it, it having- Inoken in several places so it had 
become useless. Mr. Langdon's house was situated near the 
old fort at Castleton, and he had become possessed of a large 
quantity of the grape shot found in that locality ; so he melt- 
ed out enough of these shot to mend the Burgoyne kettle with. 
And it now presents a ver3- respectable appearance — a Brit- 
ish kettle mended with Yankee grape shot ! 

Col. Osias Clark bouglu this kettle of a man living near 
the battle ground at Stillwater, N. Y., soon after the close of 
the war of the revolution*. He used the kettle many years, to 
boil soap in and for otlier j)urposes, until it became broken 
and useless ; then sold it for old iron. 

Hon. Merritt Clark informs me that there was not the 
slightest doubt about the identity of the kettle. It was not 
then prized as an historical relic, there being plenty of others 
more convenient In size that would serve for mementoes. 
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FOR THE RUTLAND COUNTY HI8T01UCAL SOCIXTT- 

A RUDE BALLAD TO FAIR NESH-O-BE. 

BY CHARLES COLLINS BAJULAfiD. 
A. KATIVB of TIMHODTR, VT.,Birr MOW A R&roBRT OV NOBTH BASTOM, MaM. 

Will yoa mug our own Island, and several times 
Interweaye its new name *mong yVmr rollicking rhymesF 
Saoh, in brief, tiie proposal; and when *twaa declined 

Twas repeated so quick tiiat I altered Iny mind; 

For I saw that the ensicst way was, for me 
To indite a rude Ballad to Fair Neshobe. 

But what could I write? 'Tis but little I know 

Of my theme, and my muse will have made "a poorshowT' 
For she hasn't tin- tact nuu-h ol little to inake. 
And l'e<;asus, i](»ubllt's.s5. will niake "a bad break I" 
Like the Prophet I'm forced to exclaim — "Woe is me!" 
For I know next to nothiuj; ol Fair Neshobe. 

I remember — for studentii at times will abscond- 
That I once took a vow across *'Clafll3e|oii Pond," 
£. J. EL,* as I thonsht. would say **no** in advance; 
80^ to give him no tnmble, I gave him no cluuice ; 
But I sped on my way, like the fomed "wicind flea!** 
To the opposite shore beyond Fair Neshobe. 

I passed a strange island, but as for its name. 
It then had no place on the broad scroll ot Fame. 
It contained some ten acres, perhaps — more or less; 

(This is not inspiration, but simply a guess.) 
And that island, Ironi all save adventurers free, 
Was the same, I suspect, as the Fair Neshobe. 

There were trees heie and there, and shrubs plain to be seen; 
And Dame Nature was weaving a carpet of green. 
Bat thirtr-two years have flown Iturriedly by. 
. Sinoe a glimpse of the island I "caught on a fly!" 
And tlie trees, shmbs and carpet, then pleasant to see. 
Most now bo fiir grander on Fair Neshobe. 

And a row across "Castleton Pond** would now mean 
A ride most delightful on Lake **BoniC6een** — 

Seven or eight miles in length, and two wide, I surmise; 
Not the ride, but the lake; so dismiss yoor sorprisei 

•«eT. Edward J. Halleok, Pzinoiiwl of Castleton Seminary trom ISM to U6S. 
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"Pleasant NVater" — the Indian was right, as we'll see — 
Inclosing with crystal the Fair Neshohe. 

"Pleasant water" — what words more brillianl than these? 
When its bosom la kis&ed by the frolicking breeze; 
Or disturbed when the boatmen their uars rudely ply. 
And dissolve tbe clear imagB of olond or of sky : 
Or anon, calm and flonny, unnoted and free, 
When it mirrors the features of Flair Neshobe. 

**Flea8ant Water'*— •ensoonsed in its rock Ixnrdered bed ; 
With no terrors to fill the beholder with dread; 
But with scenery enchanting, disposed here and there, 
WhicI) with anght seen in much- traye1e4 lends will compare; 

While its loveliest feature, as all must agree. 

Is its beautiful island, the Fair Neshobe. • 

So the Island I sing, which I dimly descry 

Through the vista of years that have sped swiftly by. 
Since the truant I played, whih; the teacller, j^o kind, 

♦ 

— In peace dotli lie rest! — to niy errini!; was blind; 
For he knew the rare charm that impelled me to flee 
O'er the water where nestles the Fair Neshobe. 

What enjoyment it yields for each care-burdened guest!— 

At morn recreation, the purest and best; 

At noon, when its harbor so welcome is made, 

A siesta refreshing beneath its cool shade : 

And at ere there's no reejrfte, as all will agree. 

Like a rest 'mid the bowers of Fair Neshobe. 

. Evermore may it honor its well-chosen name :~ 
May its healing balm prove its sure passport to Fame, 
While bestowing fresh vigor and Health's md^ glow* 

Like the "Medicine-man" of the "Long, Long Ago," 
Wlien alone "the poor Indian/' then happy and fipM, 
In his light canoe paddled 'round Fair Neshobe. 

Rare Retreat! where our manifold wants can be met — 

Where the bnsiness-man every dull care may <f>rget; 
Where the iuvaiitl. weary, despondent, distressed, 
'Mong its heulth-breathing bowers, encouraged, may rest: 
While the longings of Pleasure's declared devotee. 
Can be satisfied fnlly at FVitr Neehobe. 

So a Ballad so rude to an Island so Fair! 
And tho' never his song with his theme can compare. 
Yet the singer, inglorious, some strain may have sung, 
Some word, fitly chosen, let fidl from his tongue, 
Tiiat sliall keepk vrtiile the on-coming years swiftly flee. 
Both the Name and the Charm of the Fair Neshobe. 
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RUTLAND COUNTY-25 TOWNS. 

LIRT. rOPCLATJOW. POTCLATIOX. 

1881. 1870. U80. 

Benson, 6,001.73 ... - 1,244 1.104. 

Brandon, 20,61)0.35 3,571 3,280. 

Castleton, 10,053.02 3,243 2,005. 

Chittciiduii, 3,462.45 802 1,092. 

Cl.nvndon, 9,698.75 1,273 1,105. 

Dauby, 5,578.16 1,319 1,202. 

Fair Haven, 10,542.97 2,208 2,211. 

Hubbardton, 3,566.36 606 533. 

Ira, 2,217.75 413 479. 

Mendon, 2,22.^.47 612 629. 

xMiddlotown, 3.643.04 777 823. 

Mount Holly, 5,766.27 1,582 1,390. 

Mount Tabor, 1.736.90 301 495. 

Pawlet, 6,336.68 1,505 1,696. 

PittsHeld, - 1,671.03 482 555. 

Pittsford, 13,322.08 2,127 1,683. 

Poultney, 10,750.88 2,836 2,717. 

Rutland, 990,039.92 9,834 12,149. 

Sherburne, 1,621.67 462 450. 

Shrewsbury, 5,868.97 1,145 1,235. 

Sudbury, 2,958.54 601 562. 

Tinnioiith, 2,355.67 589 532. 

WaUiiiixford, 13,810.84 2,023 - - - 1,846. 

Wells," 2,604.26 713 665. 

West Haven, 2.770.09 483 492. 



Total 40,651 41,830. 



Several of the towns in Rutland county have had their 
names chan<;ed since their incorporation. Brandon was orig- 
inally called Acsliobe ; Clarendon, Socialboro ; part of Chit- 
tenden, Philadelphia; Mount Holly, Jackson's Gore; Mount 
Tabor, Harwick ; Mendon, Medway and Parkhurstown ; and 
Sherburne, Killington. 
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THE HISTORICAL VALUE OF MONUMENTS. 



AN ADDREyS DELIVERED BEFORE THE RUTLAND COUNTY 1118- 
lOBICAL SOCIETY, AT CASTLETOX, VT., ON THURSDAY, 

JAKUABY 15, 1881. 

Br Hbn&t Claikk, of Butlaitd, Vt.* 



Mr, Prendead, Ladies and Cfentlemen : 

It is a subject of congratulation that an institution has 
been organized as the Kutland County Historical Society, 
which is SO well calculated to preserve the mementos of the 
past, when as yet there are some of the de.>eendants nf 
the "race of yore" who can give narrative and tradition of the 
Btirring and interesting events which attended the early set- 
tlement of the county and State. The advantage of its ex- 
istence should be appreciated in the period when ''history has 
been making so fast,** when **in an age on ages telling*' events 
daily transpire which seem destined to mould the future of 
our nation and of this continent, and many of which will 
doubtless be to future scholars, historians and antiquarians the 
subject of diligent study and research. 

I have thouijht it not untittinii in these davs of memorials 
to present for your consideration, "The value of historical 
monuments/' 

It is allotted to some men, and to some generations, to 
achieve great deeds, and to otiiers to record and gamer the 
memories of them in fitting treasuries for bright example in 
the future. 

The historian, like the bard of old, is charged with the of- 
fice of so recalling the achievements of the past, that they 
shall incite tfiose whom he addresses to equally high endeavor. 
Scarcely less valuable service do they render who collect and 

*[To Hon. Tloiiry riark was largely and clilotly due the success of the CenteDDlal CelebnitloiLi 
the exercises of which have api>e&riHl lu the prccedluK pages of till* Tolame.— PUUUSHSB^ 
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preserve historic mnterials for the use, in after times, of the 
gifted few who shall cull from them preeious aod enduring 
lessons of wisidom. 

The existing memorials of oor conntrjr^s early periods, 
viewed in relationship to the people, their importance to his- 
tory, their influence on national character, their present con- 
dition, and the need of their preservation from ruin and decay, 
i« the nioiv iiiimediute subject of considcnitioii. 

In tin* study of history, tiardly any one can fail to leco*;- 
nize tlie fact that it) the life of a nation, as in that of an individ- 
ual, early associations and inctuorics have a great andcontrol- 
in<ir [H)wer. The loves and hatreds, the aspirations and hopes, 
indeed we may say the prevailing genius and character, of al- 
most any people may generally be traced to their origin far 
Imck in the early beginning of that nation's history. The 
(lolden Age, to which humanity has so often loved to look 
Imck, with vain regret and yet with pride and glory, enshrines 
lh<' memory and conception of early leaders and founders, to 
whom in all its later career the nation looks as exan){)les and 
•^liidf.H. TIm' l(He t»t' country in a citizen is almost insepar- 
ably interwoven with that country's history ; and expresses 
itself evermore in connection with the great men and great 
events that have given to the nation its reminiscences and its 
character. 

It is none the less true that a community may sink and'de- 
cay so that these things lose their pow%r. When fiiith and 
Justice are gone, when a people are given over to the love t>f 
luxury and gold, then indeed no historic memories can again 
quicken to nobleness and life : but who shall deny that one 
great instrument employed by Providence to maintain integ- 
rity and virtue amonL'" nations, and so to uphold them as long 
an poHsibU; from ruin, is this elevating influence that springs 
from the memory of a noble past. 

In the present day we in America have looked but little to 
the past and much to the present and future. In -this we are 
partly wise and we are partly unwise. We are wise, in so fiu* 
as we thus learn an independence of the spirit which cleaves 
to by -gone institutions, that worships the masdms and ar- 
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rangements of antiquity. We are unwise, in so far as we 
tarn away from the remembrance of the early history and 
spirit of our people, and forget the lessons we ought to re- 
member and love. 

We dwell so much on our coining greatness — ^this broad 
land, stretching from ocean to ocean, our yast immigration, 
our mighty grain clad prairies, oiir mountain mines of gold 
and silver, commerce, agriculture, manutacturei>, ships, 
canals, railroads, teleg-raphs, telephones, all pressing upon us 
ia the present, and promising material greatness in the future— 
that we have no time and no thought to give to the past. 
**Let the dead past bury its dead,'* is the cry. "We must 
live in the future. This is an age of steam and telegraph, 
and we can not stay to look back." 

Nay, not so. Whence sprang our greatness? How came 
we to this age of progress, this future of promise? Is it not 
the outgrowth of those days when wo were few and feeble, 
poor and struggling, yet rich and strong and glorious in im- 
pulses of nobleness and faith? Let us beware how we lose 
the memories of tlie past, lest we lose its spirit also, and if so, 
then alas for our golden prospects, and our lofty h()i)es ! 

It hns been most truly and forcibly said by a New England 
writer, that **We have an advantage over all nations, in being 
able to trace our history from the beginning. We have no 
fabulous age ; but it has more romance in it than any that has 
ever been written.** What a novel and peculiar feature is 
this in our national life. No mists of gray aiui(juity limit our 
retrospect ; no dim uncertainty hides from our view the ear- 
ly development of American civilization. We alone of all 
the earth's great nations, are able to read page by page, the 
authentic record of our planting and our growth. 

What a heritage have we as a nation I Our old heroes are 
no demi-gods, clothed in Plutonian armor, and riding en- 
chanted steeds. They were meek, of like passions with us, 
' strong only in their fitith in God and liberty. They were our 
fiithers and grandfathers, and their sepulchres are with us 
unto this day." Their battlefields lie around us ; the works 
thrown up by their hands we may behold, and we may pre- 
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serve il'we will. Shall we do so? Or shall we forget it all, 
and let the winds and rain and the frost obliterate the memo- 
rials of our heroic age ? Does it not seem one of the high du- 
ties and privileges of the American citizen to preserve what- 
ever is left to us of those hallowed scenes^ Far be it from us 
to speak the praises of the heroic past, and yet overlook its 
spirit, as is so oflben done among nations that cling to the 
forms of antiquity. But does it not indicate and propagate 
an uno-raleful, miliallovved noirloct of tlie <2:reat doeds of our 
fathers, for us li<i:litly to sutler tln' memorials of wliat tli(^y 
(H<1 to pass away in ()l)liviotiy Is jt not worse .still, far worse, 
that comnieree and modern improvements should presume, 
with vandal liands, to destroy these relies of our glory? 

This ha.s i>een done, alas, too often. Where are Dorches- 
ter Heights, whence first Washington, by strange providen- 
tial aid of tempest and storm, forced Howe to abandon Bos- 
ton ? How can an American answer that they have been lev- 
elled down to make way for **modem improvements.** Where 
is the residence of John Hancock? It has given place to a 
brown stone palace, whieb stands a dark reproacli to Boston, 
"a liissini^ and an ahominalion" to rvery true Ameriean. 
W here is the old City Ilall of New '^'ork, where Washington 
took the oath as the tirst President of the liepublic ? Noth- 
ing remains save the stone of its balcony on which he stood, 
which has been placed, with a suitable inscription, in the eo^ 
trance hall of Bellevuc hospital. How can we confess that 
this building, in one view, the birthplace of the Government 
of the United States, was torn down by sacrelegious hands? 

I need not allude to the historic character of almost the 
whole of this immediate section, so full of associations of the 
most romantic character ; yet with tlie exception of the monu- 
ment at Hub'l)ardton, and tlu^ one inarkinir the site of the old 
forts at Pittsford, there are scarcely any memorials. It is 
not only, however, around this section that associations of our 
history abound. No part of the country perhajis is so re|)Iete 
with memories as the banks of Lake Champlain and Lake 
George. In this re^on of the northern lakes we have abun- 
dant reminiscences of three separate periods of our nation's 
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danger and deliverance — ^the old French war, the struggle of 
the Revolution, and the war of 1812. 

The woods from Ticonderoi^.-i to the head of" J.akc ( H'oij;e 
are tilled with grass i^rown cnrtiiw orks, (•hi<'fly thrown np hy 
the Kniilish and Cohmial forces luuler Ahererond)'K' on their 
inarch to the terrible assault on Tieonderoga, in 17')8. The 
site of the old magazine at Fort Williaoi Henry an<l the gar- 
rison well at Caldwell are in a neglected state, filled up with 
debris of years. Fort Edward, is no exception to the rule 
that our old memorials are sadly neglected. It is a marked 
illustration. A stranger casually visiting the site of the old 
fort would probably never suspect the fact, unless he were in- 
formed. At Tieonderoga. although it is even possible to 
stand wiiere Kthan Allen stood wiien, *'in the name ot* the 
Great Jehovah and the Continental Congress," he <lem;mded 
the surrender of that ain'ady historic and hard won post, 
yet this doubly interesting spot is disappearing undei- the 
ravages of time and the more croel ravages of human hands. 
The frost loosened stones of historic Ticonderc^a are being 
wrought into the fences of the neighboring farms. - The want 
of historic interest among our people is a shmue and a re- 
proach. In the dark ages and dark places of the world, this 
ignorance and neglect is to be mourned over while it cannot 
he censured ; but what shall be said of it in free and enlight- 
ened America ! At Plattshurgh we find the scene of the 
fierce four days struggle on the Sarannac in 1814, and of 
McDonough's victory on the Lake. No monument or me- 
morial worthy of either of these events, so important in the 
history of the I'nited States I 

Time will not allow any farther allusion to the historic as- 
sociations, save one, which stands next to Bennington and 
Hubbardton in historical interest. To-day we assemble on 
ground moistened by the blood of the Bevolntion, and it is 
• fitting for us to hold it in some remembrance. Almost in 
sight of this place is a spot worthy to be marked as a me- 
movial of our country's history, and unto us is left the per- 
fonnance of a long neglected duty. 

Castleton was an important point for the collection of troops 
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during the Revolutionary war. A fort was built near the 
corner of the higli way Icadinir north, and opposite the pres- 
ent residence of S. H. LanjLi'don. It was near this spot that 
the skirmish occurred the day before the battle qf Ilnbliiird- 
ton, when Capt. John Ilall was killed. This event, and the 
killing and burial of a Mr. Williams, are so familiar, and a 
matter of common histoiy, that I will not detaiit you with a re- 
hearsal of the story. Some of the more prominent of the 
Green Mountain boys — ^Ethan and Ira Allen, Seth Warner, 
Remember Baker — frequently quartered and counselled here 
relative to the promotion of the interests of the young inde- 
pendent Mountain Rei)ubli(', and many of the details of their 
plans were here mapped out. Arlington and Castleton may 
be truly said to have been the headquarters of the soldiers 
and statesmen of Vermont of that period. Here, too, were 
assembled with their regiments some of the Revolutionary army , 
among whom was Benedict Arnold. I have in my possession 
a commission as Captain given to Noah Lee, in the handwrit- 
ing and signed by Arnold as Colonel. Surely the spot where 
such gallant men counselled, and some fought and died — a 
spot consecrated by patriotic blood — demands recognition at 
oi:r hands, and no longer should the o])ligation laid upon us, 
as dt'sfcndants of these men, be delayed. Let us at once 
coiiiuK nee the work, and thus honor their memories and ful- 
lii a })atriotic duty. 

One hundred years ago the coming autumn, councils and 
scenes were transpiring at that little foi-t pregnant with the 
weal or woe of the young republic of Vermont. Here prac- 
tically was settled whether Vermont should retain her inde- 
pendence or give her allegiance to the British Crown. The 
great negotiations on the part of the commissioners of Ver- 
mont which created such alarm in Congress and among the 
settlers, have now become a part of the history of our State. 
Indeed in this transaction the personal safety of the manag- 
ers of the atlair, as well as the safety of the independence of 
the State, came near tinding a common grave, and the escape 
was almost miraculous. Perhaps a brief sketch of this trans- 
action, with what occurred here, may be of interest, as well as 
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an additional incentive to place a mcinoriul on the site of the 
old fort. 

A letter from I^ord Gcortje (rerniain to Sir Henry Clinton, 
(luted February 7, 1781, had been intercepted by the French, 
taken to Paris, and there fell into the hands of Dr. Benjamin 
# Franklin, our minister at that court, who sent it to Conofress 
— and Congress ordered it to be printed. It spoke of the re- 
turn of the people of Vermont to their allegiance as an event 
of the most importance to the king and his affairs ; and if 
the French and Washington really intended an irruption into 
Canada, may be considered ss opposing an insurmountable 
bar to the attempt. This letter had the eti'eet to set Con- 
gress thinking what they slioiild (Id to ke<'p Vermont in the 
traces ; hut presented nothing tangible as to what she had 
done. 

Soon after this, in September, 1781, Ira Allen and Joseph 
Fay met the British commissioners, in pursuance with a pre- 
vious arrangement, in secret conclave at Skeensboro (White- 
hall) to perfect their negotiations, and renew the armistice. 
The form of government for Vermont after she should be- 
come a British Colony was talked up, and this was all ac- 
ceded to. The (lovernor was to be appointed by the king, 
and the Legislature l)y the people. The British commission- 
ers then [)roi)osed to arrest some ot" the leading Whigs in the 
State who were the most violent against the English govern- 
ment. That was a hard nut for Allen and Fay to crack, and 
at the same time satisfy the commissionei'S of their fidelity to 
the interests of the Crown. But this they got along with by 
saying that it was contraiy to the spirit of the armistice, and 
that every movement of that sort would be likely to excite a 
spirit that mast be conciliated before a completion of the ob- 
ject wished for. The British commissioners thereupon gave 
thi;j point up, and left it to the discretion of Vermont. They 
then insisted that Vermont should declare itself a British Col- 
ony, and proposed that she should raise two regiments of 
men, to be olhcered by certain men in tlie State, with a Brig- 
adier commanding, muster them into the British service, and 
join them in an expedition to Albany. That was a harder 
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nut still ; but they told the Britiah oommissionen that there 

were many 8tron<r Whigs in the State, mixed up with the ties 
ol'relationsliip and various other interests, and to change the 
disp()^siti()^ and temper of such men was the work of time, and 
they required indulgence and moderation and the bk'ssings of 
repose under the anni>tice. This and other ingenious ar- % 
guments got over this demand; but the commissioners then 
insisted that Gen. Haldeman should issue his proclamation, 
offering to confirm Vermont as a Colony of the Crown ; that 
an army should come up the Lake and distribute them, and 
measures be taken for common defence. . This was agreed to, 
mtber than have the armistice broken, and they separated on 
terms of friendship, with the secret boxed up and the armis- 
tice i)r()longed. 

The next month, October, 1781, Gen. KogerEnos, then be- 
ing in command of the troops at Castleton, by Governor Chitten- 
den was entrusted with the secret of the armistice. Gen. St, 
Leger was quartered at Ticonderoga with a large force, and 
Gren. Enos and the whole frontier was entirely at his mercy, 
but through the good offices of Got. Chittenden and the two 
Aliens, the British returned to Canada, into winter quarters, 
and the Vermont troops to their homes. It was at this time 
that Sergeant Tupper was killed by one of St. Leger's scouts. 
Gen. St. Leger decently buried the body, sent his clothing to 
Gen. Knos, with an open letter to Gov. Chittenden in writ- 
ing, making an aj)ology for killing him, saying "his picket 
not knowing the situation." As the letter was not sealed, its 
contents became known among the officers and men. Gen. 
Enos and Cols. Fletcher and Walbridge wrote at once to Gov. 
Chittenden, who was attending upon the Legislature then in 
session at Charlestown, and sent express by Simeon Hathway. 
The bearer of these letters, not being in the secret, detailed 
the Castleton news about Seigeant Tupper, and presently the 
whole Legislature were awake to the subject. The letters 
were delivered to the Governor, and crowds thronged around 
him to hear the news. The Governor opened one of them, 
but, tinding that it contained private iis well as public intelli- 
gence, read it to himself, and during some high words that 
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took place just at that moment between Ira Allen and Major 

KunnelS) of New Hampshire, "some change of letters took 
place," says Allen, "between the Governor and Messrs. 
Brownson and Fassctt, who were in t he secret and next to the 
Governor." This altercation between Allen and Bunne.ls 
took the attention of the crowd from the letters. 

Governor Chittenden lost no time in assembling the Board 
of War at his room, all of whom were in the secret, and hap- 
pened to be present. And the only alternative that present- 
ed itself to pacify the Legislature and the crowd, and save 
the State and its managers from imminent rain, was to make 
out a new set of letters from Gren. Enos, Cols. Fletcher and Wal- 
bridge, and have them read in the council and assembly as the 
originals, which was done ; they were then returned to the Gov- 
ernor. These letters were a copy of the originals, except that 
portion of them relating to the negotiations, which was left out. 
The Board of VV^ar on assembling at once sent for Nathaniel 
Ghipman, of Tinmouth, as counsel, and let him into the se- 
cret, and it is said that he advised the course taken and pre- 
pared the bogus letters which were read.. At this critical 
hour, providentially, as treason was snuffed and the excite- 
ment intense, the news of the fall of Lord Comwallis was re- 
ceived, and presented, in the general joy^ a new and re- 
deeming aspect in the whole alfuir, and jir^vate jealousies and 
public com})laints were at once alisoihed in the mutual over- 
flow of heart and glee of patriotic expression indulged in by 
all. 

G^l. Ira Allen and Major Fassett immediately sent a com- 
munication, by a private messenger, to the British commis- 
sioners at Ticonderoga, where he arrived the next morning. 
Allen and Fay in their letter adroitly referred to the former 
negotiations, mentioned the news of the capture of Gomwal- 
lis, and the effect and change it. had produced upon the peo- 
ple, and under these circumstances ♦♦thought it improper to 
publish the proposed proclamation" of Ilaldeman. About an 
hour after the arrival of this messenger at Ticonderoga, an 
express also arrived from the south to St Lcger, containing 
the news of the disaster ,of Gornwallis, and before night M 
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Ti was eradiated, and the array of ten thousand British sol- 
diers which had been held in a state of comparative inactivi- 
ty for more than ii year, were sailing down Lake Cha lu plain 
for the last time, on their way to Canada. After such mo- 
mcntous etfeets and happy resultSi the secret negotiations 
were closed forever. 

Many doubts have been cast upon the authenticity of this 
transaction, but in the light of history its reality and truth 
have been revealed. Criticism both at home and more espe- 
cially abroad has been sharply made, yet whatever may have 
been the moral view of the matter, it saved the little inde- 
pendent commonwealth, and brought it into adhesion to the 
confederacy of States, instead of to-day being a part of the 
widely extended British empire. 

Its propriety, even with a public enemy, has been severely 
questioned. That they were deceived there is no doubt, for 
all the evidence is against the idea that (Tovernor Chittenden 
and his confidential associates were sincere in their confer- 
ence with the British authorities. They well understood, 
moreover, that they could not hand the State over to the en«- 
emy if they would. And they were in fact the chosen lead- 
ers of the Whigs or patriotic party in the State, embracing 
perhaps nine-tenths of the population. Were those persons, 
then, justifiable if the policy they carried out, by deceivin<j^ 
the enemy, keeping their own people in doubt and ignorance 
of their doings, and threatening the general government with 
revolt? Governor Chittenden laid all the facts in the case 
before Gen. Washington, with a narration of the constant neg- 
lect of the general government. The citizens of Vermont, 
driven to desperation, were obliged to adopt policy instead of 
power. That Ira Allen's mission into Canada procured the 
exchange of prisoners, and other matters were entertained 
that might the interest of the State, in its extreide criti- 
cal situation, and be injurious to the United States in its con- 
sequences. '"That the plan succeeded , the frontiers of this 
State were not invaded, and Lord (ieorge Germain's letter 
wrought upon Congress, and procured that from them which 
the public virtue of this people could not.'' That month of 
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October the enemy appeared in force at Ticonderoga, but 
were maneuvered out of their expedition ; and they have re- 
turned into winter (juarters in ( Janada, ''that it may be fnl- 
filied which is spokt^n l)y the prophet,' I will put my hook in 
their nose, and turn them back by the way which they came, 
and they shall come into this city (alias Vermont, not £ut- 
land) saitb the I^rd." 

This is sufficient. to stimulate us to the erection of a memo- 
rial in this good old historic town of CSastleton. None other 
in this oar beloved Commonwealth has more of the romantic 
and patriotic in its history and none have more worthily hon- 
ored the patriots of the Revolution. Some before me w^ell re- 
member the funeral honors paid Col. Noah Lee, Col. Isaac 
Clark, Lieut. Elias Hall, the removal of the remains of Col. 
Bird. In yonder cemetery lie the dust and monuments of 
those and other Eevolutionary heroes, and this people fearful- 
ly guard these sacred relics, and honor the memory of their 
patriotic fathers. Therefore, it is eminently 6tting that after 
a century of neglect the men of this generation should 
erect some stutable memorial to inark the historic location of 

« 

the old fort. Let us from this hour begin the work, and let 
no obstacles hinder our progress until a monument shall be 

erected illustrative of the history of this people. 

Having alluded to a few out of the many scenes and objects 
of historic interest in tills community, let me urge the import- 
ance of their preservation in regard to American and Ver- 
mont history. 

Mrsi. The influence of these associations on the present 
generation. 

In all education history must ever hold a very high and 
important place ; and while general history should be studied 
and taught with spirit and with faithfulness, the specific events 
that have shaped the character and destiny of each separate 

nation must always have for that nation an interest peculiar 
and unequaled. American history must be a study of great 
importance to American education. If it be true that the ex- 
ample and influence of an heroic ancestry are a saving and en- 
nobling power to a nation, do we not need in this day to 
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cherish and retain the memory and deeds of our fathers? 
There is much to fear in the great external prosperity which 
America so rejoices in. Even in the past, great national 
prosperity lias heen perilous to national virtue. It has form- 
ed classes and castes among citizens of the State separated in 
condition, in feeling, in interest, by the ever widening gulf 
tliat divides poverty and wealth. Jealousies, dissensions, op- 
posing policies, sordid ambitions, agitate the nation within, 
and weaken it against danger from without. Such has al- 
ways been the tendency of the development of power and 
wealth. If we would avert such a result in our own loved 
land, it must he by the use of every means known to Chris- 
tianity and patriotism. Then must come the conserving and 
purifying power of the gospel; then the memories of our 
heroic past . 

Our past should be studied, not merely as one of the most 
interesting chapters of history, not only as a grand epoch in 
the course of human progress, least of all as a ground of na- 
tional exclusiveness, boastful pride, or that hatred of Eng- 
land which too often is regarded as the first mark of a true 
American. Let us seek to impress upon the youth of our 
land more of the example of a patriotic ancestry. May we 
not feel sure that it would stimulate the love of country, and 
the spirit of earnestness and faithfulness ? flight it not soft- 
en even the bitterness of party strife, and show our young 
men that there are nobler aims and higher pur[)oses than those 
of the headlong race for wealth and influence ? Let us remem- 
ber and let us teach what it cost the fathers to win for us die 
blessings of which we boast and prize ; and to do this let us 
preserve the memorials their moulding hands have left us as 
silent and solemn witnesses to their fidelity and our responsi- 
bility. 

Second. The value of these memories to posterity. 

The United States are growing and expanding as no other 
nation has ever done l)efore. We now have tiftv-onc mil- 
lions of people. The whole broad continent, froju ocean to 
ocean, has been more or less tilled with a civilized popula- 
tion in the first century of the republic. Under our repre- 
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sentative govemmenty the sceptre of power is fast passing 
away from the East to the new and mighty West. The 
grandchildren of the men of the Revolution are born far away 

from the scenes of our history, out in those boundless regions 
where, as has l)een so beautifully said, "the life of the prai- 
rie blends with it the memories of the mountain and the sea." 
Yet we are one country and one people ; one in history, one 
in aspiration, one in destiny. Think we that those children 
of the West will not return to view for themselves the histor- 
ic places of their country, and the graves of their hero ances- 
tors. Yes, so long as we are one people, so long as the spirit 
of the Pilgrims and the Revolution shall remain, so long will 
all these scenes be dear to all true citizens of the Republic; 

Yet it is for us, in this generation, to say whether they 
shall be preserved, or whether, in long future years, when 
Americans shall come from the prairies and lakes, from the 
Kocky Mountains, the Goldeu shores of the Pacitic, to view 
for themselves Ticonderoga, Bennington, Fort William Hen- 
ry, Castleton, they shall find that naught remains to mark 
those places where American liberty was gained. 

It will not do for ub to delay ; each winter's frost, each 
summer's rain, helps to destroy what no ' tune, no care, no 
wealth, no labor can restore to us again forever. 

When the chosen people had fought and toiled through the 
wilderness to the banks of the stream that divided them from 
the promised land, the last srreat miracle remained to be per- 
formed. But before it took place the God that guided them 
as He has guided us, directed their leader to secure to the peo- 
ple the everlasting remembrance of their great deliverance and 
help. They were to take up twelve stones from the bed of 
the river, where the priest's feet stood firm, and deposit them 
in the place where they should first encamp on the fiurther 
shore. '*That when your children ask the fathers in time to 
come, saying, 'What mean these stones?' ye shall say unto 
them, that the waters of Jordan were dried up before the ark 
of the Cov(Uiant of the Lord ; when it passed over Jordan, 
the waters of Jordan were dried up. And these stones shall 
be for a. memorial unto the children oi Israel forever." 
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TMrd* The importance of preserving these relics in 
behalf of general history. 

As our country grows in power and <?reatne8S, its history 
must become of increasing interest to the world at large ; to 
the world of scholars in every land. To the student of his- 
tory what experience is so stirring and so interesting as to be 
able to visit the scenes and to behold the time-worn monu- 
ments of the great events of the past? 

The preservation of the remaining memorials of our history 
is a debt which this generation owes, not only to itself, not 

only to posterity, but even to the world. 

Let each member of this Society take upon himself the task 
of ascertaining in. his own neighborhood what historic associa- 
tions and memorals exist, and of seeking to awaken some pub- 
lic interest, some local pride, in the preservation of what 
remains. 

It will be the office of the future historiai^, for whose ser- 
vice associations like this gather the rich materials, to describe 
the perils which have at one epoch environed our young lib- 
erty, to paint in all its just proportions the enormous and 
venomous natured reptile that had in its infancy been suffered 
to slumber undisturbed beside ^he cradle of our Republic. He 
will detail how at last the descendants of a freedom loving an- 
cestry comprehended the danger, and, rising in their might, 
crashed the monster in the dost. He will love to linger over 
the heroic ardor, the generous sacrifices, the* munificent pro- 
vision for the soldier and his orphan, with which a free people 
vindicated during this great contlict their own attachment to 
the principles of their institutions, and their broad love of our 
common humanity. 

Whateveir monuments we may rear in grateful recognition 
of the services which have secured to us our united country 
and our freedom, none are needed to preserve to this genera- 
tion the memory of our latest sad epoch. The mutilated 

forms, the vacant chairs, the broken circle, will ever speak to 
us with touching pathos of the great struggle and its victims. 
In the Valley of the Lebanon, at Baalbec, is a mass of 
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ruins, which seems with striking signifiouice to illastrate the 
course of history and Human Progress. 
There, in the early ages, an unknown race, imbued with 

colossal ideas of that ancient people who built, as one has 
ex[)ressed it, "as though they were one hundred feet in 
hei"fht," laid luiire stones more than (iO feet in len«^th and 
15 in breadth aod thickness, deposited in massive fouodations 
of some temple' which they reared. In some hiter cen- 
tury Greece and Rome, sweeping by in their career of con- 
quest, had overthrown the supeistruoture, and piled upon the - 
great foundations oUier temples expressive yet in their lofty 
and graceful columns alike of Roman grandeur and of the 
htirraonious art of Greece Long afterwards the Saracen had 
found the Roman work in i>artial ruin, and placed among the 
rubbish some light, fantastic specimens of his own, as pleas- 
ing and ephemeral as his transient and brilliant civilization. 

Thus this single spot hna come to possess relics of all those 
early workmen who have most contributed to the volume of 
our civilization, and the lofty Corinthian colonnade, towering 
o*er the wreck in its symmetrical proportions and elegance of 
finish and adornment, resting on the massive base, fitly sug- 
gests the progress of society from strength to grace and cul- 
ture. 

And so the modern people of every land, building their 
institutions on the massive and eternal foundations of truth 
and justice, shall rear social structures of which their monu- 
ments, like the colonnade of Baalbec, shall illustrate to dis- 
tant ages their power and excellence. 
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